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OUL STAND.

“Tpps Tyrivggre nullo diserimine miki
agetur.” This old snying of a classic
anthor scems to us an appropriate text
at this juncture. ‘‘Trujan and Tyrean
ghall be treated by me without diserimi-
nation.” Our journnl is essentially a
Catholic one. High above all the minor
eonsiderations of party strife, we wishto
rise into the atmosphere of Faith., .\t
times we may deem it necessary, for the
good of religion and for the sake of the
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the days of Christ and the establishment
of His Own Church, and the more nu-
meroas become the sects that constitute
that Babel of disunion and confusion of
beliefs opposed to Catholicity, the more
foolish, the more ridiculous, seem to be
the theories amd practices of these inno-
vations in the forms ol “Crecds” If
things continue in'(he xame ratio for a
few years longer, by the eud of this cen-
tery we will have three-score-und-ten
more churches established ; and if they
continne to descend the intellectual
grade, as heretofore, we may expect to
find the last ehurch tlanked by » dime-
museum on one side and an asylom on

the other.
——————

CANADA’S FLAG.

It is not always that we can agrec with
our friend the Daily Witness, but if we
fnil to see things from the same stand-
point, at least " we can agree to disagree.”
However, Lhere are exceptions to every
rule, and in the case of “A Canadinn
Flag” we find ourselves in perfect har-
mony with our contemporary across the
way. We are n part of Great Britain,
but we e merely a child of the parent
state, like our sister colony, Australia,
and our elder brother, India, While the
Union Jack is regurded the world over as
the ensign of England, still it is often
useful to know to what portion of the
British Empire n ship may belong.
Canadinn sails dot every sea to-day, and
it is time, if we bonst our Canadinn na-

Catholic interests of our readers, to de-
ecend 1nto the arena of politics and to
wield our pen either in defence of our
principles when attacked. or agaiust any
party, faction or individual that may be
inimical to the progress or ultimate
triumph of Catholicity. [t is our ex-
press intention, henceforward, to adhere
to the title of our journal=Tue True
WiTNEss axp Carnovic CHuoNicLk, [y
is an absolute impossibility forany organ
to be completely independent; but we
dezire to trent Conservative and Liberal
without diserimination, provided they do
justice to the Irish people and to the
Catholic element in Canadi.  We gind
ourselves obliged, during the present
grisis, to take part with one side more
than the other, because we feel in con-
science bound to see better, nobler and
purer ideas and principles permeate the
legislative and governing body in our
province. Wedeem it in the interest of
the Catholic Chureh thar all hypocrisy
should be unrnsked, and inthe intevests
of onr Irish citizens that their ¢laims ta
due representation and just recogoition
shonld be congidered.  But we ave pre-
pared to maks war upen any party, ar
any political organization, eall itselt by
whatever nume it desires, that will not
recognize thuse claims, ot respeet these
principles. Thns rising above the petty
aquabbles in the ticld of politiead werite
we can liohl onrselves aloct from any in-
flnences other than those of Faith and
nationality. "There was a tiuee amongst
the ancient Romans< when

* None were for a party,
But ali were tor the ~tate:

When the great man helped the poor e

And the poor man jfoved the gread |

Wihenthespoilswere faivly portionet,

And the solls were fatrly «old;

AV hen the Bonimhs were Hie brothers,

Inthe |)I':l\'\‘*|u,\'~i of old.*

Asfar as o Catholie journal 12 con-
cerned, and T Tere WITNE=2 In parti,
cular, we see no reason why that Roman
spirit shonld not to-day exist in all its
Roman honesty.  Not only do we refuse
to bind ourselves to any party ; notonly
do we wish that onr every expression be
for the greater goud of the state; hut we
desire that our every intluence may he
utilized for the Lenelit of our fellow-
countrymen in Cannda, and for the great-
er glory of the imperishable Church oi
Christ upun earth,

A NEW RELIGION.

The Catholic Timies informs us that
one Mr. Page-Hopps, a well-known Uni-
tarian of Lindon, hag established a new
religion, called “Our Father's Church.”
It is apparently & sort of humanitarian
church, but romewhat vague in ita for-
mula of faith. Mr. Page-Hopps intro-
duces his religion to the world by means
of an advertisenment 1n the London Times.
This of course is & novel way of com-
mencing o propaganda of belief. Side by
gide with * Pear’s Soap ”and © St. Jacob's
0il,” we find *Our Father’s Church.”
Of course the newspapers ean have no
objection to such a means of evangelizing
the comimunity, provided nlways that the
advertisement wss paid for in advance.
However, “this may have the eflect of
letting loose n number of religious
eranks, who have heietofore aired their
theories only among a select circle or in
the columns of obreure journals” We
had supposed that afterthe establishmen,
of the * Peculiar People,” the “Sulvation
Army,” and ¢ Exot eric Buddhism,” there
was no more room for the introdnction
of a new religion. But still they come!

Creeds fantastic, eccentric, capricious
erecds outlandish, singular, unique;crecds
for the foolish and creeds for the wise;
creeds of the mushroom kind, that
spring up in one night, engendered by the
vapors in the night-sky of fanntieism ;
erceds of every porsible description seem
10 be cropping up daily and hourly. But
ptrange tosny the jurther we recede from

dorse the sentiment #n tufo,

tionality, that we should have some sign
whereby we may be known to the nations.
When the Witness says, " If we are to
have any mark on the Hag distinctive of
Canada, let it he 2 simple one and not a
whole muscum of bad heraldry crowded
into a cirele « toot iu diameter,” we on.
Then the
same leader goes onh to xay :

" The universally recognized emblemn of Ca,
nada s the maple leaf. A single maple leaf in
yellow tn place of all the heraldlc rubblsh
whileh now complicates the flug would be the
least change possible, and woult be readiy
understood by every one tomean Canada.,  The
fiving of such a Nay would proctnim not only
that we sre British, but that we are Canadian
and that Canada is British .

As were conting within the atmos
phere of St. Patrick’s Day, we fear that
our friend of tle Witness might think we
were intluenced by the approaching oc-
casion were we to suggest that the nmple
leaf shonhl he in ureen, and not in wello .
However, we are not thinking as lrish
men, but simply as Canadians, when we
make this suggestion. The yellow maple
et i indicative of autuwmn, and of the
approaching winter; it is the precursor
of nature’s denth. But the green maple
teaf is emblomatic of the ~pring time, o)
the summer; it is the tuken of youthtu
vigor, ol manhood and power. And
Canwla is yet in the ascendant: her sun
fas ot i the hadf its conpse from ity
Jawn to its meridian s sheis 30t in the
il dushoof virgin ~pring wd we hope
and pray that many a century will coll
past hetore the frosty touch of her np.
rtonal antumn shall tnrn her verdam
miaple into fthe sear amd yellow Teafl”

T ——————

THIE SHAMROCKS.

East weelo we referrad editomially
the =bhamrocks Bazaar and Tembodaos

countrymen in Montreal, to aid, 1o as
ar as they could the objeet that our young
men  have in view, To-lay  whih
reiterating our rennrks of last week, we
Jesire to mention that Sie Donold A
smith has donated one thousand doliar-
1o the eoming fextival and fair.

The eause is not only a good one, bu
is vne that shonld meet with theapproval
and encouragement of all genervus awd
pitriotic citizens. Sir Donad gave a
similinr amount to the M A ALAL on the
occasion of their bazasr. [t is a grand
thing for Montreal that, if the city has
but a few men of exceptional weulth,
these few, and the good old member for
the West, foremost wmongst them, are
generoeity itself. We hope sincerely
that our Irish Catholics will all aid, ac-
cording to their means, in procuring »
complete success for the Shuamrocks on
this oceassion,

ST. PATRICK’S DAY,

It was a time-honored custom to have
a procession on St. Patrick’s Day; bwt
of late years that feature has dwindled
down in a remarknble degree. Instead
of the leading Irishmen, as of old, taking
part therein, and filling up the ranks of
the societies, we find that the procession
is generally made up of school children
and unrepresentative bodies. We would
suggest that, nnless it is brought back to
the old standard, and made general for
wll associntions representative of the
Irish clement, the custom be completely
done away with, and the duy’s celebration
be confined to Divine Service in the
morning and a banquel or concerts in
the ovening. 1f a thing is worth doing, 1t
is worth doing well, and il we cannot
have, for one reason or another, the old-
time enthusiastic procession, then let us
not have & phantom  pageant that seems

morea mockery than anything else. We
may err in our idea, still, if we do, we err
honestly, and we simply give expression
to it fer what it is worth. Tn order thal
there may be no misunderstanding. we

we then thiew ont @ hint to our fedow- -

repeat the gist of onr suggestion: let all
the- societies and Irish citizens join in
and have a rattling good procession, or
clse let us have noue at all.

MATHEW ARNOLD ON CATHO-
LICILY. ’

The following remarks of that deep
thinker and Huent writer, the late Ma-
thew Arnold, upon the subject of Catho-
licity, are worthy of niiention. These
words come not from a devotee of our
Faith, nor a believer in our creed, nor a
lover of Rume, nor a friend of the
Pupucy ; they emanate from one whu
too often allowed the dictates of his
heart to besilenced in the flow of his
anti-Catholic prejudices, one whose great
mund was tou often turned by the influ-
¢nce of the intidel spirit of vur age, one
whose profound erndition seemed, at
times, only to dazzle and blind, instead
of illumining and perfecting his philuso-
phical vision, He hero speaks as the
observer of events, and of history, the
student of that immutable principle of
cause and effect. Listento him :

“Thisis wby the man of imaginatlon, nay,
the phllosopher, too, will huve n weagness for
the Catholic Chiurch: becauseof tlhie rich trea-
stres of human lfe whieh have been stored
withlu her pale,

“yWho has seen the poor inother churches as
they are seen 1n Catholie churches ? Catholic-
ism, besldes, enveloped human lite; and
Catholles In general feel themselves to have
drawn rfrom her, too, thelr art and poetry and
culture.

+Ifthere 1s athing specially allen to religion
1t {8 divisions. If there is n thing speeinlly
native to religion, that thing is peace and
union. Hencee origimat attraetlon  towards
unlty when once attained.

»] persiat In thinking that Catholicism has,
from Lhis superiority, ngrenl fature before 1t
that it will endure where all the I'rotestant
seetsdissolve and perish,”™

Arnold is not far astray; the Faith
with which the Church attracts her
children to her shrines, the arts with
which she adorns them, the poctry of her
rittal, and the culture of her hicrarehy

. . ]
conslitute one of the great supyorts ot
her enduring editice; the hope which
she ever holds out to the weary, the
doubting, and the erring, is another
column beneath ity dome; the chavity
which tlings it mantle over the poor. the
sullering or the unfortunate, i3 wthird
pilar upholding that glorions lubric;
and the unity which is patent in her
saeraments, her ereed and lier constitu-
tion is the keystone ol the imperishable
arch of her existence—areh that spans
thre ages, past, present aml fature, from
the tirst honr of Redemption till the last
stroke of vani=hing Time.

Nor is Avnold the only one ot hi-
caliber who thus prophesied about the
fature of Catholicity,  Who bas not read
Macanlay’s fatons essay upon  Yan
Ranke's History of the Popes?’ It was
in the introduction to that masterpicce
that the greatest aritic of e age, anl
the most profound student of history
it our century has praduced, drew a
preture of the petfeetion of the crganizas
“on of the Chureh of Rome and having
traced it from the twilight of the past
o down il this day, concladed by say-
e that the papaey might oxist inun-
Jiminished vigor, “when =ome lone
wanderer from New Zealand should take

Cate stand onoa broken arveh of Londow

Cridhiee, and sketeh the ruins o St
Pan s

With testimony sucihas this from pro
fane writers, from a thinker ke Avnold,
nd nowalking eneyelopwe iz of erudition
ke Maeanlay, frons men averse in spiri
o the Fath of Bome; and wih the
word of Christ spoken to s Chiurch, * 1
will be with you all days, even unto L
constummntion of the world,” we have
ittle to fear for the future of that tinee-
detying institution,  Ita strength is daily
sccoming greater, and its intluences wre
nourly being more and more telt in al]
parts of the earth.  Dtg chilibren havebu
wo trensure that light of Faith, to follow
it through all the perils of this world’s
journcy, snd, “like the hery pillar o
eaptive Israel” it will cheer the desert of
their pilgrimage, and conduct them in.
fallibly to the land of their promised

glory.

POPLE’S SUCCESSOIR.

THE

A considerable amount of speculation
has been going on, during the past few
weeks, in the press of Amerntea, as to
who is likely to sticeeed Pope Leo XIII,
when it pleuses heaven to summon him
fram his labors. We huve no intention
of entering into the different points
ruised by the muny writers upon the
subject; but we have o few simple ideas
of our own thut we are anxious tu venti-
late. In the first place, it scems to us
verging upon what might be called the
indelicate to thus canvass the probability
of one or another successor to o man
who, ag yet, is in the full possession ol
lite and mentit] vigor. Perchance it
may be contended thiat the Pope is a
pullic personage, like a Queen or an
Emperor, and it ciunot be offensive to
his feelings to be thus constantly re-
minded that he has not long to live, and
the world is nlrewdy speculuting nupon
the ctlects of bis death, It may be so;
Lhut we imagine that human natore i«
the sume all over the workd; that the
heart benenth salin and ermine beats
time with thie pulse ina peasant’s breast ;
and that no one relishes the thought of

being sooner or later cut off [rom this
busy world and replaced by some ouc
whose presence will eause his memory

‘to vanish, Still, be that as it may, there

is another point far more inportant, and
to this we desire to draw the attention
of onr Catholie and Protestant roaders.

No matter who the individual may
he who shall be raised, by the Sacred
Conclave, to the throne of St. Peter: no
matter whether the tiara shall rest upon
an Italian, Frenen, English, Ametican,
or other hend ; no matter what langunge
the man speaks whose hand shinll grasp
the “keys of the Church of Christ,” the
moment that he Is declared successor to
the departed T'ope, from that monient
he becomes another lnk in that un-
broken chain of succession. The first
link of that chain was rivetted to the
Roek of Ages, at the beginning of Chris-
tianity, and the last link shall be at-
tached to the footstool of Gud's throne
on the Tast Day. Before His departure
from enrth, Christ handed the *keys” to
St. Peter.  He then nnd there appointed
the Fisherman to carry on the work
which e had commenced. St. Peter
transmitted those keys to his immediate
successor, and Jdown through the cen-
turies they were passed, from hand to
hand, until they were received by Pios
IN.; he in his turn gave them to Leo
XU and when Leo XIIL. departs he
shall pass them on to the one who shali
come efter him; and so it will go on
nntil the end of the ages: then the last
Pope will return those “keys” to Christ.
upon His second coming, just ns He
gave them to St. Peter at Hisg tiist
coming. It is of little consequence to
the Cathiolic Churchi who may be the
suceessor of our gloious Pontill, o
any case, no matter what his nationality
maty be, T will be one worthy and whle
to grasp the helm and guide the bargue
of Peter through the billows, onto the
haven of its destiny,  Were the Cathiolic
Chureh o human institntion, {uonded
by the genins of mun. and supported and
carried on by merely terrestrial means,
we might pause to speculate upen the
advisability of baving thiz one o the
other one eleeted to the chuir of St
deters bt the Chuarel of Rome, heing
infudlible, inasmmch ax Christ, who is
with it, is infallible: being iinperishable,
tor He promised that the entes of hell
should not provadl agninst it
divine in ity Founder, ard in its inspira-
tions, hmman speculation musl cciase on
it threshold, and  Faith alone. with
Lehianee upon the word ot Christ. must
Oue
thing we need not fears thad no natter
Liow the political or socind aspects of the
world nny change, the word of God is
fomutable. and  ChHst will Tnlfit His
promise amd be with s Church Sunto
the consunnmation of the workL”

being

cuide us upem =nch questions,

JOHN BOYLE u'REILLY'S
BUST.

The vthier day nogrd and Impo-toy
corepeny tonk pl:lxu. m the hal? o the
Cathobic University, at Washington, Dy,
Promtes ad Tavimen, Catholics. Protes
ants and Jews mect od there npon the
very plutlrm where the Inte dohn Bov.e
o Reilly road his nob e poeny “From the
tleighte,” o the ue
don ol the University, Samuce] Kitson's

splendid bust of the dead poct, arate
sl patidot was unveiled, and received
chat Rty Rev, Bishiop Keawr: hod -
mised 10 the niche of hionor i deseryes.”
Poctry eame to lay her tribute ag the
shrine on the dead bard; oratory cune
to render homage, in bursts of silver elo-
quence, to the memory of the departed
orntor; and patriotism swelled high to
recognize the great gualities of  heart
and soul of the lumented patriot. No
living mun ever gained the afTeetion of
his fellowbeings or communded their ad-
miration more positively than did John
Buyle (CReilly, and over the grive of no
other mian were more gighs of sincere
gorraw heaved, or more tears of honest
regret shed. At home he was logkwd
upon as a budding genius and a future
light in the literary sky of Jrehond; in
captivity and exile be was regarded ns
one of the truest and bravest of men; in
the home of his adoption he was the be-
loved of all who knew him intimately,
and even men who had never seen him,
witched, atw digtiinee, his upward course.
Moteor-like he shot acrogs thoe firma-
ment of America, and meteor-hike he
digappeared when in the full bluze of s
glory, Bt unlike the meteor, that
leaves no trace bebind, he has impressed
iz own mind and ideas wpon Ameriean
literature nud long after his remaing shal
have mouldered thousands will read his
works, be chirmed, be elevated by them.
and will love the man who wrote them.
While firm and practical in his Faith, he
was tollerant of all others; while loving
and Tond in his home cirele, he was gene.
rous and noble in the grent world  with-
ont ; while cherishing the canseol lis
own people, nnd working for it, as few
ever did befure or since, he wus cosmaopo-
litan in spirit and he loved all nations,
His eharity knew no distinction of ¢reed
or nationality ; his Catholicity way the
very exemplificition of  Christinnity jt-
gelf.  As wn flustration of his tender
heart, his fing mind and grand soul, we
will take the liberty of here quoting two
stanzas that e wrote upon ¥ The Dead

stsion o thie dediens '
Leeption,” thus prondgating two of the

Trapper.” The scene is ina Joreat camp:
there were white ruen, and Indians, and
and negroes, and men of different other
nationalities there; but the old trapper
was beloved by all. The Indian natural-
ly thinks that the most perfect mab isa
noble redman ;. the negro imagines that
the fairest type of humanity is o good
negro; so on with the people of all
nations.  O'Reilly, grasping the idey
wrole
The Trapper dled ; our hevo, aud we grieved;
In evory breast in camp Lhe sorrow seirred
+ Tis spul was ved,” the [ndian eried Lwrenved,
wA white man be,t was the grim old Yau-
kee's word.
8o sure, k0 Sfrony, ¢achnourner gave his best,
“ How kind he was, how brave, how lkeen to
track,”
And, as we latd hlm by the pines torest,
A negro spoke, with tears, *‘his hearl was
blaek "

In that ane short poem—and poemn it
is in every acceptation of the termi—we
have an iden of Boyle O'Reilly's gift, and
of his noble sentiments and tender heart.
e little thought, as did Gerald Griftin :

“That o was 1o die at tho noon of his day,
Not quietly into the slleut grave stealing,
But torn, ke a blasted onk, sudden away.™

The stroke came like a thunderbolt
from out » blue and serene sky ; it shat
tered the heart of a loving wife, it crash-
ed upon the heartstone of a happy hone,
it fell with nwful crushing foree uponthe
cirele of the intimate Iriends, it re-echo-
ed throughout the whaole of Amertea. it
was felt, like & shoek, upon the gieon
hills of Ireland and amiidst the craggs of
far oft Australin? Dot Ged knows best!
fn iy wise providence He saw it to
sttmon thus suddeniy a soul that was
always prepared. and to give unexpeet-
edly the crown of reward to the noble
soldicr who had “ fought the goud fight ”
in the ranks of the Chureh Militant.  No
more fittingly could we close this Irief
but sincere tribute to kis memory than
by quoting the lines written by Moitimer
Edward Twomey, of Newburypuort, Mass,,
v the oceasion of  the unveiling of
O Leilly's bust at Washington :

sy gu are pot deied 3 your spicit Hives,
And noble inspiration gives
To ull the passiagg throngs of men,
Who look heyond this moment®s pen,
And red aright
Your eyes so bright
Your nuinly faee,
Vour soul by gruee
A reason taught,
For there is nought
Sostirs the shuggisty spiriiss wall,
And bids the waeary vise
Tograsp the hird-garned prize,
Ax lives whose hold achievennents G
our admiration as cur love.™

TWO PAPAL ANNIVERSARIES

On Sacurday next, the 2oth Pebruary,
the Catholie worid wili be summoned to
rejoice and give thanks to God o havs
ing conterred nypon His Churel the great
with

hoon ol 4 nian rrdowedd
hunem of  wisdemn, saonetity, dipdo
waey  and o extraordimuy adnomis

trative ahhities, a= its head apon eardl,
O that day His Holiness Loo XTI wil)
celehirate the fonereenth anniversary of
Listeten, It bhas heen o glorions peried
in the tronbld history of the Choreb,
It Pins INL, of <avred menary, gave to
the world the Tmportant dagmas of the

Tofallilality” ned the “lonaenial con

vrandest 2riicies of onr Faith, in another
and none the less important sphere, his
suceessor Leo N hag grasped witll a
master hand the soeial aud polttical pro-
bicms that agitate the world to-day, and
Las dealt with them in & manuer thmt
commands the respect of even the cre-
nites of the Choreh, (he admmrtion ot
ali the stateamen of Europe.and theiove,
eontidence and veneration of ail Cathee
Hes, On Wednesday, the 2ud March,
next, Leo X1 will celebrate his cighty-
third birnthday. Despite all reports to
the contrary, the Pope’s healih is as good
as could be expected under the circam-
stances of ndvanced yemrs, great troubles,
severs perseeations and above all untold
anxietivs ubuut the workings of the
mighty institution contided to his eare.
It is to be hoped that upon both of these
anniversaries the Catholies of Muontreal,
and of Canada in general, will remember
the grand old man who sits upon his im-
mutahle throne by the banks of the
Piber, and that their prayers sball be
offered “tor the intentions of the Holy
I"'uther”  As rays of light converge to &
central focus, su should the beams of de
votion, from every Catholic sonl through-
ot the world, concentrate, upon those
two oceasions, at Lhe central point ofvur
Faith’s devotion—the Vatican,  Across
the brond Campania thousands ol pii-
wrims shall thiong to Rome 5 the Appian
and Numaniwn ways will be trodden by
the monks and peasants from beyond the
sabine hills, and through the Forta Ma
thowsands will come to pay homage to
the viear of Christ, in the hour of his 1e.
joleings. But from the uttermost ends of
the world, thousands of prayers will
ascem] and millions of the  fuithlul,
m  apirit, shull  kneel  before the
Fisherman's Throne, that stamds upon
the debris of the golden palaces of the
Pagan IEmperors, It is unnecessary to
do mare than reeall to the mnds of one
readers the dates of these two nnniver-
surics,—20th Felruary, the 14th year
of Leo XHDPs Pontifieate : 20d March,
Pope’s 82rd birtheday,

——

[u the churches throughout the dig.
ceses of {nehec and Montreal, on Sunday
Inst, a joint pastoral letter from the Arch.
bishops and bishops of the provinee, up,
on the question of the elections, wag
read. 1t was surmised by some politi.
cians that this letter wonld give expres.
sion to certain ideas and opinions with.
ogard to the respective merits or de.
merits of the two contending parties,
We were uot surprised in the lesst to
find that the hicrarchy, while lnying down
the principles of actions which shoulg
gulde cvery Christian upon such ocea-
sions, refraincd entirely from even con-
veying a hint that might prove dety,
mentul to the causc of either party, We
repeat that we were nob surprived; for
it & well-known that while the church
wishes to gnide her children in the pathg
of duty and teach them to obey the
mornl a8 well as the civil law, she tower
away nbove the seat of political struggles,
Like another Moses upon Lhe hill-top,
with hands raised to heaven and praying,
while the hosts of Israel vanquished the
infidel in the plain benesth; so the
church, seated upon the summit of her
seven hills, constantly invokes the aid .
of heaven and draws down ifs graces up-
on the faithful who are fighting the bat-
tle of Christ in the valley below. Thig
pastoral-letter, merely points out the sin,
sorrow  and degradation to which the
elector, and throagh bim, his family, the
commnunity auld the country are reduced
when the purchase of his franchise i3
made, by means cither of money, or still
warae, of liquor.  The clergy call upon
the candidates to aid them in their war
of extermination upnn that hydra of
political corruption, tue most venenious
head of which is that of drankenness.
It is to be hoped that the voice of the
chureh, upon this oceasion, will be listee.
ed to and its advice acted upon,  If vo, it
will mark the beginning of a new era in
our politienl warfare, and that fresh de-
parture will be franght with endless
blessings to xociety and to the country at
laewe.

The sccond pastoral-letter was [rom
His Grace the Archbishop of Montreal
upen the question of the Lenten season,
I3y a decrec uf the Holy Father, issued
on the Tith Janoary last, the Arch-
bishop was empowered to grant, for the
Lent of 1802 o wenerad dispensation, to
all the mithtul in his arch-diocese, from
the obligation of observing the fast and
abstinence during the penetential tune.
Al=o are they exempt from the strict
dnty of abstinence on Fridays,  This ae
tion s been taken on acrount of the
fearful ravages which that new encmy
of mn, fa greippe, has beent making of
wte in all quarters of the world and in
Canada in partienlar.  The Chneeh, like
a goml mother, ever solicitons for the
temporal and spinitnal weltare of her
ehildren, is always ready to polax her
rules and regnlations when their health
and well-being reruirve 1L, But it is only
proper that we ~henld wan ony n-:ulu;s
auninst tue errar of yanning with
the e that Lent hins been _-:“'.‘H‘.‘-h(-d_
aand that Fridoy's ahstinener is o thing of

AWay

the pasty FPhis new reantation is onlv on
aeconnt of the placue that has Lalion up-
onthe world in the foem of o daneermis
nudndy LBt was promu'gated by o Qpeci.-l!
deeree ened on the Lith January last,
with the deappeararee of the sickness
the provisionz ol that decree become null
vohl, ol the
chureh diseiphne in these matters re-
turns with ali itsforee.  Moreover, while
aranting dispensation, the Chureh recom-
metds toall who can do so, without in-
jury to their bealth, to observe the
Lenten rules as in all former yearss
Fhis advice was specially dwelt upon by
thie puiests who rend, in the different
churchies, the above mentioned pastoral
letter.  In fact, if any Catholic tcels able
to observe the fast and the nbstin nce of
Lent, he will be gnining w two-tol| roward
by duing so; firstly the usual return iz
graces for theso acis of penwnce, and
secondly o speeind recompense for having
performed ety of mortification that are
na longer obligatory,

and the oiden order of

TIHHE POLIUTICAL

SITUATION,.

The wave of public opinion appears to
be increasing in {oree in favor of the
National Policy. Mr. Ingrim’s rc-clection
a few days ago, by an overwhelming ma-
jurity, in East Elgin, and the other gains
made by the Government candidates,
wrenching sents fromt the Unrestricted
Reciprocity party, eannot be aseribed {6
chanee or bettor organizacion, The mean-
ing of the movement is. simply that the
peoble approve of the manly stand taken
by those who have faith in the country,
fn the United States bills have been in-
trodneed to modily the McKinley tariff
and in a short time the barley cry willbe
iost 10 the Unrestricted Reeiprocity ad-
vocates.  The same fute awails other
articles plweed under prehibitory daties
for the mere purposo of coercing Cunada.
Things are progressing very fivorably for
thie Government at Ottawa.

Sir John Thomy.son and his coliengues
are sLill nt Washington on their informal
mission concerning hetter trade relations.
The result ol the bye-slections will have
the ellect of strengthening the hands of

our delegates in the propositions that




