
oH&UB XXX -(Oonliued.)>
" Heot, aW5 vi' ys, je ham, g.id-for-nathin

haggi' orisd N ; ' wha g je ye ait doon
toere sic fashionU? Up Vi' je, ,an, mn .dis
Aeep' bl*in' and resint' tht gâte, like a
itck parpls.

aeli, Wll, I say il anser me a simple
question?"

«Ay; out wi't.
aHuiph out wI'4" repeated<the fat.host

of the Whitehorse, wholad thue tbrou.bim-
solf down to die, from sweat and exhauuilon,
la is endeavor to reso Wblntont Hollow.
SOt w't; sy, that's alway the way-clways
ln a bur ; hugh I neve, nover giving tMe.
3ut hak thee, Nell, hart.<lhe, &d e me
tily, but ay old grudge agiainst me, fr
'whIon thon wouldut be avenged ?"

aWby, ye puir, datt, silly aul,what grudge
ond I hue agis ye ?'

And dont sot know that I wegh thres
kundred and odd pounde, eh "

"Weel, an guI je weigh four Ludher,
wbat' that to do wi'É?"

"AUnd this bore place where I is," en.
Mnaued Oliver, «la swolong miles from bthe

eacootk.
« "Ay, l't? lli no deny thabt."
« And thon knowest well my falter, honeot

man-hugb 1-died ofa surfeit."
ilAy, did he, puir fellow, glutd rest his ul;

is fat choked him se morni' guein' up bis
sia stuirs.".

'True; and now. wth ail tbat knowledge,
tou wouldat order me here at tbis hoert
e some damnable affair o' thine,-
hugh i hughi -whieb, ifIt kill me not l the
eatset, by loes ' owest and ovastretching
t? lng, til moost Ukely sond me tc the gal-
lowls nthe end. Hugh1 grace snd patience !
what a plight l'a in iMarri, woman, look mt
:me; bore 1'm Sitting on this tuft of grass, a
man of three hundred pounde and odd, who
ha' not walked a mile on foot, except-bugh i
how the west ream s off me1-.except on
t*y errands, and trom my own firemide to the
t1p; ayr, marr, hors am 1, after bobbIng and
sousing on a pillion thirteen grod miles ta
te Peacok, on a high-trottingFiemish horse,
aMd fallng from bis back on the pavement.
Mugh i mY hliad's Si dumfOunded with the

uai shook and after having it broken
end plastered over with that barber'a moat
villancus baisam, then etumbled snd flaund-

red over roota of trees and brubwood-
hisgh i hugh i grace and patience-ay, for
two long miles lu quest Of a place called
Whinotone Hollow-why, woman, an hat
be not merder with nte ta okill, an it be not
a dev'lish plot against my ife, why, ten, tell
me, what soit ?"V

R Rand yer tongue, man; and get ye up; 1s
hia a littin' tme to civve shoot sic trifles?

"'Trifis l' gramercy, woman, trifles I dye
sali the lasu of human fe a trifle? Ah, Ne,

Xsll, theu never hadst much sympatby for
corporal distreso," groaned ont Oliver, endea-
Woring, with great exertion and waste of
utrength, to regain isa feet.

rhiugh hughl' La ejaoulated, as he rose
p at lat, and leaned back agalst a tree;

a*grace and patience i how stiff MY joints bave
become al of a sudden!1 Well, now toit again,"
te added; "to It agaol, and filish the wort
thou hast so noblybegun. Marry'ohaillrun
barefoot to London ta boy thee an apron
mtring, or catch thee a rabbit for thy upper,
er challenge Kit Barlow, the mad poet, who's
o remarkably thin i fldeb, te uIght me vth

the long rapier, or-''
0 Raud yer pece, haud yer peace, man, mn

cnna mat sican a tout. r, -nil draw the
olks frae the cabla do - c.ere, aboot yer

1i'Well," pursued 0f v proceed; ay, sy'
yrocoed wlth thy seeosce, and fat uot, I
piay tbee, throughl oolia dellcacy-hugbl
deliOacy i gramercy o't1i-fall eot te speak
thy wishes concerning the manner of my
death. I only stipulate, if it se plese thee,
that it be oomewhat sudden, and require not
Me over exertion o' lung or limb.•

The dei tak yer tongue; canna ye keep
t frae waggin' for as minit ?," ored Nell,

Shaking Oliver by the arm. 'i"Heaken ta
me, mon; ther's a wee bit baire bore ye
2naun tk under yer charge.'

s'A bairns! woman-who, grace end pa.
tience 1'

t'Whiht, ye blotherin' ollit; hae ye na
zeason ais?"

a A balrn!0, doubtiesa, tou'lit strap It
en my shoulders, cradle and blanete, and
al the ther appendages; eh, marry, and
send me tumbling back agin to Wimble-
ton.y"

4 Listen. Ye'll roturn without delay to the
Teacock, snd bide ye there till Southron cas

or ye wli the child. An dinna forgetto tak
Sent, btht sl diena a', whilst yer jerkin' up an
doun on the pion!'

" Graco anti patienae, Nsil i an tise pîiion
didet thon say ? On <ho pillaon? I carry a
ebild e a piliHon Y'"

"BHush, man, mu beons se giegg. An nen
wben e ucame te tho Whitehaoe, ye'll noubho
surpriased <o 0ee tvs <bree iriosh lads, vi' bine
blouses, makle' merry vi' pur aie. Au gin
·<lhey pick a quarre vi' Baatbrau, sud tak
sua <ho baire from is eustody,
why, je cau bluather, ye heu, anu
gis <hem a vallop o' a cudgol nov
as <lien, to show jet ne privy <o <heo
plot. But dians fash jersel abeat <he use
douny thing, honst Oliver, fer je issu e 
sure it wili ta' isto guli and cafu bauds"

'i Humph 1" snid <ho innkeepor, ulien Bell
lad commnilcated heu wishes, "snd so it
was fer this instruction thon ot brocagbt me
hithber fifteen miles-tua on foot sud thir-
tosn au horusebc.'

"Ay, au yad hie brought ye as nony>
malt, au the mime erran'. On, trust nie peu.
aIe, t' ua na mmon brat a' some nameleass
liglit a' love, or H ell Gaver videa trouble
leras sao mncble about its aals keepin'; ns,
nu, Oliver, the pnlr thing mayp jet ropay yeo
ici s' <ho lls je hie sufiered ou bts am.-
courut."

« But vhy didut met corne thyself, ithi thyp
instructions ? demandedi Oliver, somnewhat
wratby at NelU, for <bus needlesly dragging
him ont on se long and iatigulng a
journey. "Thou wert lighter of foot, me-
thinkse, totrip it to WImbleton on thine own

_,business tha Olyer Gooduiff to rue to
Whinmtone lollow for Information tbat doth
buat little concer him."

' Oun, ye dinakens, mamn, ye dinna ken, it
may yet concern ye matr than ye wot o'; ye
ha n forgotten tho muld was's o' Westiow

bbey yit, sud the wierd woman'o prophecy-
'letwenty eoar mers 'lbe justwe scorelhsue'. a secret <bat nighrta lte t id,

2Ishatf vlw ee jer a ard te for aqasen viI
rewarà se'

'With a collär of hemp or sold "
SoNl ,Nell," cried Oliver, shakIng bis

bead doubtlngly, " I uei me much te hem-
-peu Ond the mare likely. Aid it's not
abat thou hast doue much down
right evil ither ln thy ime, nor perilled thy
soul by wicked practicer, like other women
of doubtful repute, nor, if I may ay i, re-
quired many deeds of darknuss at my hauds;
but, Nel], Bell, tbou hast a most damnable
Mame; the veysonnd a 1I tselle of old boneus,

sand crickets' legs, nid boJling Cauldrou, and

satrangied babes Belli
«Ditthwbêvionfray Àttablet'.te aailleg y

.pIc'skt,Ç'ri Bell, ailoaaa mU Olivero
te y c gl atseor@gîxy
Wh ligara rie rime <atr Ente?,Whsni

boai. t'yo for lbi a Éver, lu!. nithit' but abaie gopla aes an upoasisffl
goted¯ vi'.

a tgarts Bell; Étau caDit not deny thou
haut a Movilisnos, unsavory rpute.'

a Wu, su sowh ucarte ?, respondeOd Nei>.
V. l ram spa sa fortune aine an again, anu
play, atrlpato blindfauld mj-enemics, for a

,lfe'hones purpose, whay sahud I fasthMy.
sel about itheru' opinionS ? -1 liae a mission,

, mas, Éat stande muokle ln need o' some ie
musa..repute ta carry IL on wi'."

t rueSoU, most true ; but didot never
suspect thy Ii mame might one day tuck-thee
up l- the gallows, sud send thy assootlte sud
abotter oftwlthofir, a certain-Olivr'Good.-
nIff, to dangle at tby side for a warnlng to aI
good OhristIas n"

Bure the door of the but oponed, sud Mell,
soeelng the danger of prolonglng tho coufer-
once l snoh a place, soeled Oliver by the
sleeve, and towed im off, ln somewhato as
hurry, on his ws <otthe village, cautloning
hilm allthe time te be prudent, and careful
lu his conduct of the business intrusted te hie
management; whilt he, on the other hand,
sufforing her te drag him îway, kept con-
stantly beseeching her to travel at s alower
picsand te remember tharo as a trlfling
differonce, in respect of agility, between No l
Gower and Oliver Goodnuf.

OHAPTER XXXI.
Whon the spsewife retued te the but,

aller parting wth Oliver, ohe found the ari
of Leicester îitting tn a corner, wrappcd le
bis cloak with his muak on, Omihe firet saw
him at the ouvern, sud Southron standing at
the door seemngly impatient at ha de-
lay. The ligbt, whioh came trom the dying
embera on the rude heartb, wa se aints
barely to reveal the abadowy form of the
esrI, as h uat, moody and aolltary, leasing
against the wall n the remotest corner of the
cabin. The strict silence hoe maintained
lest Southron might detect him, or after-
wards reoogniua him by his vole, gave him
leisure to meditate on the plans ho lad
formed for his future guidance in his Inter-
course with Elizabeth. H eftoit the die was
now out, and that life and death de-
pended :on bis adroituess ln managing
ner, through tear of exposure. He
hd himsolf wItnessed the effot which
his mere hiat thelife of the royal bable bad
produced on ber bold and stubborn heart, ln
the scene of the antechamber. He saw how
the very thought had crushed ler ln the pre.
sonce of ber assembled courtiers, le whose
sigbt sle was never before known ta quail.
And yet hoLe tit was a dangeaous expert-
ment; for te woman who laughed to scorn
the rumora already circuleted concerning
her amorons Intrigues, might, ln a mo-
ment of revengeful passion, stend him
te the block, and with ber eustomary effront-
ery doly his charges and his posthumous
olaims. She was net a simple, gentle Amy
Robeart, who lie might appeage by fiattery
or soothe by blndishments, and wh o loved
hlm with a pure mnd disintereoted affection,
but a woman as cunning as a serpent, andm as
revengeonl as a tigreas; a woman who loved
him with the heart of a Jesebel and the
vulgarity of a courtesan. He wa, lindeed,
well convinced of the difficulty of managing
such a woman, and nothing but bis own
presumptuous self-reliance, and his ina-
tlable ambition, could have prompted him to
undertake the task. Bimself a confirmed
libertine, he bad no rosi love for Elizabeth ;
had he but once seen himelf king consort,
he would bave hown bis contempt for ber
after their union, as manifest s Lis pretended
love before it. And thus I was, Elibeth
enamored of the person of the earl sud the earl
enamored of tbethrone of the queen. Lecer-
ter, lu the absence of Nell Gower, was cau-
tioasly weighing these perplexing matters
over ln bis mind, and making out for bimsel
the only course which bis lite interview wth
the queeu bad left open te him, namoly,
perseverasce In proelng bis claim on her re-
garde, and using It se a means to accomplish
the object of his ambition.

As Nell Gower antered the but, Lelester
rose, and waving hi hand as a sign for Snouth-
ton to wlthdraw, approached the spauewlfe.
"Why hat thou come hither without Lthe

abaise?" ho brgan.
e E'eu ta mta a condition wP ye ere I part

wi't," promptly replied Nell.
" Ah. thon wouldst bargain once more ?"
" Ou, na, I canna seay lt' a bargaln either;

only jilst te remind ye that ye Mamena see
the queen's promise a' sanctuary righta to
Whinmtane Hollow braken to yer vtra face,
au ne mak au effoit to prevent I."

C Who daes dicrespect the royai licenso ?
demanded Leicester.

"QOne Bir Thosas Plimpton, it pst service,
visa cames w? a troap e' soldiers, an s vit-
rnt trie issu majeaty's min liand meut meol, toe
moiai for priesta mn mass mangers, au aboons
s' tur mue Alce Wentwoth, that's ueo under
my special protection. '

"By my hlldeme <bis lu otrauge," mut-
touai thie sari; " I bai thought this man bad
gene ta Scotland tis more. Where s ab?"

«DDoan by <houe, ammang the rocks le theo

"Bath lis muach fore et rcort 7"'
«"Ay, I'llh ba onnd hB Le, tua <bras doaaen

mon or mmai, mn usita anly fou te return
a' a app ho sent te tho cavern, <e spier miter
< ho bit. Iassie. If je dinna mak haste,
poy'il ho aveu lite La stap bis. Au gtn lis
suce mua bis uay le, ydil hLie <rouble toe
-get bis ont.

" Aud tise childi; vhere may tho aLhid

' Ou, dînna frot pausel ahoot the Lairts;
yô'ii hie 1t gien je, cils au sous, s son's Ps
moud Plimpton aua."

" But 1'm unattendoed, myp geai yeuse,
sud caecat <herefore comopel him ta leave ;
besie, I teei nu dealrs ta ta reognized at
suai s tise sud plie."

aseI, ueel, just aspye lite it, bat I mian
liaid thes child till ye mak guld the queen's
promise ;" sud Hell maie a motion towardsi
the door.

a If tholu't giv the babto athis fe)low
wthout futher dselay, I albl hasen to the
court, mud retur with suffiolent fore to de-
tend the caveru, and give safe esoort to mil its
Inmates beyond the foret."

t On, ay ;i und be the auld story, l'il wa-
tint : get haud o' yer min, and the del tak
th rest."
"No; I promise thee right faithfully -".
"Pagh i my Lord Leicester, I wudna gie a

bode for yer promise, or the queen'u elther,"
interrupted Bell.

I Ab 1 how knowest thou I'm Lord Loi-
onter 7" demanded the earl, somewhat taken

ab ok by the recognition.
" I spaed It, my lord; didna ye lears fie

the queen how 1. tauld fortunes, an tuck
barna lves, an coucoted poisones, au a' tat ?
Boot, my lord, ye surely didna take me for sa
blate a body n& no to spier after yersame."

4 Whatever be my name," replied the eul
In a tone of vexation and disappointment,
a 1 vould bave thee speak of it with proper
rep set; for by my good failth, If I but once

bear o 7 osai mthbthis atuir o
thin 14Atetby carcaas <hrown to the
ic1awe ad rayons o'er thou'ft a da

Ma, bu '' obuakled Nell ; 'kye'd frighte
au auna woman, yod y.? Ha, ha 'h

"An aold dovil, rather'>ropllsd theosri
provoked more and more at ber coutempi o
his threat.

(cOu, ay;: am un auld deevHi jliu
Boa; but when ye ca&m taoecure
my services, a .lght rsi -aa lang gane
I Was e'e a wise, carefu', sonoy muld woman;
a di dinna forget, I tould ye thon ye'd se
me burnt wI' fagota the next minit after 1'd
bas done yer biddin'. Ou, I ken ye well, my
Lord o' Leicester; I kenned ye ail' yer
nursery dayo, and could tell va
mair o' yer dolns than ye wot a'; so jist
keep a quiet tongue lu yer 1aud, an
gang yer aniu gate, ne'er mindin' yer
nebtr, o r ye'il fln' snough.<o.do, I. ween.
Ay,;ay, gaag pur sin gato, and mak yer min
way, aler yer. aWahion, for by my hopes o'
mereT, Robert Dudley, lu yer, otrivin' to
reach the throue, or' the block, gin ye
couse foul c' the Scotch paewife, sba'il mak
ye repent o's ili day a'yer life."

" A murrain teke thee, old witoh," cried
the earl; «l'Um sorely tempted to arder that
fellow without there to filag tbee over the
preOlpiO ? .

'lYe woulda di that, my Lord, for as earls
ransom." .

"How se, dame ?"
"Ou, ye ken a trIck worth t wa o't; ye didna

clap yer een yet on the batir, je ken. If ye
aince get band o' tat, guid failth, I wouldna,
for my auld gray cloak, bide viIn airm's
iength o' ye, or tnt donr chiel withoot tere.
But come awa, au daff yer cloak au mask, an
lu yer min proper persaon gis this Plimpton
orders te gang bame agie wl' bis warrint,
whilet I manage to let hm see the queen's
sin handwritin' au seal to the nouse."

" Ah, I had alminost forgotten that; pray let'
me son the paper.",

"Na, na,' responded Nell, "1 dinua carry
sic a precious trIst aboot me; thores nathin'
wong lu the drawin' o't, I hope."

a Nothlng," saId the earl.
" Nathing va ?"
" Nought that I know of?
91 Brrin'n<bat it'e jet min vrilla', or, ta

speak malr plainly, a forgery," she wbispered,
approachicg a stop, and atretching out ber
neck ln mock confidence to the earl, "an
mlght yet be an unco awkward thing in
the augry queen's possession. A -- ever
wanted a fair excuse ta hang the Earl o' Lei-
cester for presuming too muach on the
etrengtb ' a delloate secret."

LeiceEter gazed at the old womin a second
or two l an attitude of surprise, not know-
ig how to reply to the startliung revestlaon;

and Nell looked at him as fixedly, and judged
from the heaving of his chest and twitchIng
of bis mack, Ihat the words were producing
the effect ehe nticipated.

Leloester, when he wroe thie license, and
appended te I< the signature and seal of ber
majesty, never suspected It would cause him
the lest uneasnesi. He gave it, ne he sup-
posed, te please a foolieh old crone, who cx-
pressed an occentrio predilection for a most
extraordinary place of residence, and con.
cluded the affair would never agate besopoken
of. ln fact, so unimportant an sot did the
forgery aeem to him, under the cir.
cumstances, tbat ho would quite have
forgotten 1t, had not his thoughts
of the child occasionally recalled It
te hie memory. But now, the oir.
cumutanoes had somewhat changod; ho was
no longer ln. position te take mach a liberty
with lnpunity. The queen had beuen ont.
raged by his audolous conduct ln the ante-
chamber; and how did ho know, if thie paper
once fel ito ber bande, but she mtght, ms
the old woman said, make iL a pretence to rid
herself of hi annoyance.

'l Wilt thon return me the document?" a
length demanded Leicester.

i Ne," responded Nell; c l'Il keep IL to re-
mind ye o' my past servicee, gin I ser hap.
pen to get ln trouble."

. 'il give thee gold for I."
" oot, mani I diuns cire a thistle down

for a' the goud in ye'r colers. i tauld ye aince
sfore, that goud and ailler cud buy nu con-
forts for me. Sa come swa to tbe cave, MY
guld lord, or bide tere, jnst as ye like it.'I
And Nell opened the door, and disappeared
without further parley.

Be-entering the passage leading ta the
chapel, she heard Millar conversing with
come one on bis way out, and supected ho
was commuulcating to a mossenger trom
the impatient Bir Thomas the cause ai hie
delay.

The mass had well nigh ended, theholy
communion given to the faithfu and Ailes
Wentworth just returned te ler place, after
receiviag the blessed sacrament, wheu Sell,
walking stealthily up the aisle, knelt down
behind the yaung girl. Hardly bad ste doue
se, however .wen a clatter and airush, as of
armed men, vas heard it tho door,.

Every oye turnsd lu <ho direction of <heo
ti ut sounde, sud every firm, bout snd

prostrated befote tboaacred aitar, as liaod
by eue commeos impulse, rase up simultan.
eusly, sud turned round to gaze

hback, like a bord ai startled deer,
when tho first distant bay e of haundse
breaks upon <Loir sire. Tihe women
trembied with fear, and backed through the
oravd ln tho direction of tho mltar, or eiung
ta <ho arme ai their hiubandosuad friendo fer
protection ; sud <ho mon drow their ordeo
and dirke item under <boir cloake and jer-
hies, sud prepared ta dofend <liomelves,.

Tho Instant Noli heord tise firt sound from
<ho corridor withaut, e pluaked tram Aice'sa
neck <the red ucarf she vers, sud substitutlng
a black eue, direoted ber ta keep smong tho
vomen usear tho skartes mach as passible.

"What muznmery is <hies?" demanded
Plmmpton, advancing uith bis uward drawn,
sud flnging down <ho missa! tram wtah <heo
prlest vas commencing ta read thc conclud.-
ing prayer. «"I arrest thee, Bit Mumbler, lnu
<he queen's nsamo; lia thers, mon ; test off
<boue gougaws, and bled hlm lu irons."

"Away, fiouo I teks tby bauds off, and
polluto not tho sacred vest ments !" orled
ene of tho Gutholle gentlemen, whoe
had otationed himsel! near tho priest
ms soon as he beard the frt rush of the sol.
diers. "Avay, oaitftli" Le abouted,tbrowing
aside bis cloak. and drawing his rapier, «"or
the sanotuary houitslil not ave thee."

Plimpton's lfollowere, lu obedience to
ordere, Lad laid bold of 'ather Peter,
and oommenced te tear off the vestmonts,
when some isll dosn peasante came
drlvlng on lu a body from the direction of
the door, and, snatohlng their daggers from
their bolts, attacked the soldiers. They
struck, however, with the handies of thoir
weapons, probably from an unwvlingness to
shed blood, and espeolaiiy li aplace so sacred.
One of the osoldore,whob had torn the chasuble,
or outer vestmnaen almost entiroly off the
priest, recuived a blow on the temple from
the bard knucklios f a stalwart fellowa l a
blue gabardine, that sent hlm with a thud
agist the wall, whence le sank down sonne.
les on the pavement. Ariother fell at the
first moment a attack, Md was crusheid
under the feet of the ombatants. The
priest, now releaed for an Instant from the
hndi of the soldiers, begged earnestly that

December1918.
i me blood :mght be ' itbol:
e pias; .b!t bis words wue ,Ioxunheedek
y in te confion. Th so

and, arasrtiàg udor' <ho lse tdfô n
renforoild as they were, by some o thei

conmredes irite- lisut, tirsu <bir aertis
an& mao d apde rtêasd indim teet

Stack one <tbe dfunaess atholiis throughi
al pat of the chapel; sud the yeU and

ies that followedi tisat sword 'ikiste
.aui. blows of telir -carabine;, oansloneo

a ceneo ai0indescribable terrar and
cosinaion. Agin the piest was baurd lm.
ploring the coldisri te delstandpromlis.ng
submission on the puat of the' unfrtunmte
Cathollos ; but.his entreatles had liti effnct
on the maddened multitude. At this:mo
sment a uharp ory came up from the middle
of the chapel, and the name of Alice Weut-
worth was heaid, distinoily pronounced by a
strog, course vole, ommesandtg ber to
oubrit, withoat- further--reluitance, -- to
the queeCn's oficer. i a second after a aht

s fired, ltht rang along the vaulted rook,
and ochod through t 0 passages vithoet.
The am wus the doiberte and unerring aim
of a markuman; for the bail passed through
tho prieat's forehead, ashe tured with uplifted
hands thira time Lo deprecate the fuy ai the
soidire,' and ho tell ba against the altar,
his brain saLatteid on the autependum.
Thon w liard a yeull of suc terrible mn-
guish t †þteL spectators of the muder, as
bum verbeard before; and n the
miid f Gower, with ber hood tbu own
back, htaits steaming behind her,
and a gleaming dagger ln Ser bnd, came
drilving towards the altar. Whon Alice
saw Father Peter lyiig diad, wth bis vest-

ents stili upon him, bse gassd silently
On bis face for an Instant. It was a gaie of
unatterable augiish; she neither moved ner
wept, but stood over is like a statue. Thon,
as the terrIole truth gradually unfolded itself
te ber Dowildered brain, ase alowly sak
down, and fallIng upon bis brest, lay hore
lin peechleso agony.

liWha:u.'â the Ral of Leicester?" criei
Nel Gower; "lcan he obe :hre an stan'
caiM>y by to wiLness thi butchery ?
le his bis promise o' sanatuary preevi-
lage ? la this the protection a' a queen's li.
cese? On w ye, Catholtos i" she vocifer.
ated, jumping on a rock cear the altar, and
waving the dagger above ber head-" on wi
ye 1 and bury yer skions tothe bilt li them.
A perjured queen as' ler fause minlon
has boken aith wl' ye, an' there
nathing now to depend on but
yer ain strong arma. Look iere I" habs aied,
pointing to the dead; "sere's a olght to look
upon; yer ain prist, that tnded ye In yer
oiakness an yer sorrow; hat prayed for ye ear
au late; that loed ye a uyeros vo a' the fond.
nes o' a father-behauld him hure dead at
the altar. Au ye hae saula la 3 er bodies, oa
bluid ir yer vene, can ye boer this sight? Wili
Va thoie this ?" she vcafferated, as the tears
streamed down ber wrikled cheekt, and al.
most choked her utterance. " On, on wi' yet
sn las yer dirk rive likaheart o' thom."

The Gaberlunzle, now ta the dress of a
priest, the samin lwhich Alice Lad faled to
recogniza him beore t the door of ber little
cell, made lis way through the crowd, and
commanded Nell Gower ta dit from ber ln-
flammatory harangue,

i Is this the conduct of a Chrstian and a
Cathll ?" he oried ; "down with thao, wc-
men, and ses to t tcharge, there; il's more
beftting thee, I trou, than thus to excite the
luty f these nt. O Godi 1" h added, as
another hot and another scream broke on bis
ear, "Iave thy suffering people."

Hoot, awa wl' ye, father Henry I are we
to bide hors toe hooain without an effort to
defend oursele? Bore, amylads," she cried
to Bse of those near her, tak him ahint
the rock ther, and hand him weel.
We canna spare ither ite lite bis; wa
wi' ilm bock theru, au dinna let him budge
ii a's ower . Hugh t" sho ejaculated, as a

ball flattened aganlust the corner round which
the Gaberlus hz!bad disappearsed in the
men' armes; ' ahi minit mair wad taen a pre.

louea b(e.
By this time every soldier from without

had poured ln, and made an onsiaught
on the people, without distinction of
age or sex. Every arm In the chapel
appeared raised ln a deadly fight; but thora
was one seen to wave above the rest, and
prostrate all before It. Neil's glance followed
that atm through ail the vtoassitudees of the
bloody fray ; ana as the soldiers fell, crashsd
one by one under ita terrible blowe, her
old cbeeks flu.'a freah agiln, and her oye
shot fortb vn imoref ihe enthusiastic lire
of ber youth.

" O, guld oed 1" mie criedt; "gleus ubut a
dozee rns ilkebthat to defend us. Hoogh,
airs, what a songh's ils blowe i On wvi' ye,
my bra yonng calIit, an a.venge the murder
a' God'n miniter. Down wi' them, my bonnie
led, down wi lthe dogs a' hll, down wi'
them."

dore nriumber oft hotstwore fired, as the
soldiere ucceeed for a tme In extricating
thir flire arma from the crush of their assai-
ats; soe of the balle taking istal offect,
and othera wounding, or flattcning harmlesasly
on the rocKs. In the midst of ths diacharge,
Nell stood upon the rock, waving her dtrk
vith lieu righit baud, whilst shie <hrow tact
heu long tait wIth lier left. Ber gray jacte,
taling tram <lierai! » whlih ase sawa kept
<Lent houand up, aimcset reachedi her foot ; lier
mations sud gsticastionw, es she swayed
froum sido ta aide, lent su lmpresiveness anti
force ta ber vorda <bat seemsd ta mIme fie
Into ibhe hearta ai tae thollcs. And ame
<he glane o!fli ttoes ang <ho villa
illumined heu flashad sud diery cauntemnnoe,
as seemed lite Recaes harasngung <heo
Perlas.

« Ne»l, douz Neli," orled tho trembling
Alice, whoa hsd now ventured out from be-
itad the sltar, where Se bai tho body ofi
Father Peter convoyed, " came down, or
thon'lt ha loami; uIsen, tbey're abouting thyp
namea; they're dring ut thee. O, dear Bell,
exposa not <lipsolf thus?"

"Suwa, aws wi' yo battu, anti dînes mindi
me," respanded Noelu sn hoarso,
exheasted voice, "ywha ee I for <heort
pawder sud balle, thoir ballta mu arrous?

They carns ham me. Go-d has glen ras
mac» a long jear ta lin fou bis aie baly pur-
pases, au a' the deovîls le erti ou hbll cana
hart a hait o' myp head, Avu vi'yje, lassie,
mn save pers. On vi' je, Oatholios!' ase
resumedi, mgain vaving hou daggsr-"au ut'
je, au flgbt for pur mtas; doue vi' <ho doge,
un' dines epare a couard heaut o' thora."

WhilsI .Nsll opoke thus, a wave af <le
tarions crowd roled up and broke against
tho altar, driving the old ewonie rom lier
tribune, and scattering somne of the sacred
vasslsl on the loor. The gold oiborium, lan
which the bloasoed scrament was kept, just
thon attracted the notice of one of the sol-
dier, oiand hmade an attempt to natchi I
from the altar, vith, no doubt, tb.intention
of approprlatlg It au bs stare of the plun-
der. But Alles, who iad turned to secrete
hersoi tbelind the rock, perceiving the man's
object, and trembling ith feaun i ndigna-
tion at the bare thought of the outrage le
mlght offer the-osered bodyc i ber Bedeèr,
sptang forward, and caught hlm fi'my b> the
wrIot.

"TouaI It not," she uoId; "touh It not,
air ; 'Lis the Roly Enchartiot"

,îece, oar OS o JO47 ea? Ths

z rra s thon luest thy saivationt glV it toa
es me," a nresd'the. tremipai éirl I' I ulîl
-ropax tissu W',!ant"o il. -BOte,-houes, tubs
Smyi sjowelobs; osss re o handus tmes its

d ohththee; bat pare me this. O air-air,
R 'psyr e .tho anal 1<jetnot'

Awn y theX aiway, wthsji nion <'e,hmou y nu evun h, ho matteroedin reply to
he,- im t enreatyi ; ad ibéinbg hor fres
oet--Sa atnggin snatoehed ut the iboriun-
But-Alio@ was <e quiok fer him Br ho te-
covered rom - powerful. sxetion-
la made to trow ,er aff she

Sbounded past hlm lit sn a arow nsud
securing the sacred vesse), sprang with

Lt claspedi uher arme to hide itbind the
itar. But abu was not destined te escape so

uasUly.; for jtsta-mahe aiedthe cornaeron-be
wus stopped by Sir Tiomasa Plmmpton .him-
self. Be Sad alredy seSarched foi heri
through evory part e the chapel, fighting his-
way es he vent, a slwaya mltaking er
persan, through meains of the black ear
which ell Gower had thrown aver h
houlers to milead Aillai. Now, howver,

he had lîttle doubt of her dentIty, sven
though ier long, shining trousshadl fallen
down sud partly oealed her face. He
needed but the single glance of Ler dariri
lustrous eyes, through her dishevelled bai,
to recognIse ber.

The instant the devoted girl aw who barred
the passage, sh bhalted suddenly on her otep,
and drawing hersslf up ta Lerl uli heighti,
gased izdly on the dark face of ber perse-1
outor. à

Surrender thyself, fair malide," he com-
mandei, bowing low, and dropplng the
point of his blood-stained sword.i " iattach
tes under warrant of arrest." Andso say.
ing, ho stretchd taforth bis left hand ta sese
the ciborlum utan n headt <to< the soldier,
who stood bard by claiming It su bise
right. Alice spoke sot a word, but till
gazed at him, like a youang Pythnose bert
basoa hoaving with lndignatlon, and ber
form as atrm and orect a a statue. Ast
Plimpton approasched theo sacrai vessel, She
drew forth the dagger from ler heart, whiche
she carried 'from Brockton, and pricted bist
fingers so paluiully that hoe started bac, ex.t
clalming,-.1

i What milden I I knew mot tho had t
carried suab sharp wapons. Ah, by my hall-
domse, MitreEs Alce, thy tempers much
changed of late.»

This la the Vesel that contains the Holy
of Salies," responded Alie, le a calm buts
firm voice. "it uodwiUetthat I gumr it, al-i
boit uworthy the trust. Ana as this dg
get once shed royal blood in defence of my 
mother's hoor i shIall now shed thinae I dets
tance ai the honi of my God; ay, and drink
It ta the hi If tho hut touch with the tip
of thy finger this sacred tresmure."à

" Hoa there, varlets! why stand ye starInga
at the ailly wenh " abouted Plimpton;u
a plenon her behind thore, but se y harm
ber not."

'C0 ran," criai Alioe, with s turt of eun-i
thusiastic confidence in the power of God,r
"no ter thyself nor thy minions bave powerc
ta pintons me whilst I Sold thl bleseed cunp.'r

c Glve It me," said Plimpton, again advan
cing.à

"Naver," cried Aile, ' while I lve and
have strongth to guard Il."

Two of the soldiera now made a motion te
execute the orders of their master, when a
Saout ws hueard behnd, and thon a tall, mus-b

cula, active young man, his jorkin tosand i
blood-stained, bis left arm slungin a red silk 
scurf, and follored y Nelll Gower, sauddenlyt
appeared at Sthe-ide of the dauntless girl.

" Which of ye datres maolet tis masien?"
he demanded, steppleg belote Alice and look- b
tng roundtil bis eoye fell upon Plimpton. (

koor Alicel the moment she hbard the i
rich, manly voice of the young Irishman e-.
side her, and fit sure of bis protection,ber
woman's heant could no longer sustali Sthe
sirnggle abs bad so long maintained
agminst the natural weaknses oft er soex, &
and cha iank don insensible t bis feet,- i
etili holding ber hands folded over the sacredi
vassal, and pressing Il taoer bosom.i

"O God of my futhre,"cried the Gaberlun- i
mie, who hai witnssed the whole ascene from
behind the altar, where hoe remained still
guardedi; "I thankthes for tbat sight. Itt e- I
paye me for years of sufferiug. AUce, Alil, w
thou bas well proved thyself the dsaughter of i
Annie oward."I

As the girl tel), Hell Gower, assisted by I
one or two othere, removed her. O'Brien, I
thon turning on Plimpton, who had just rased
his rapler ta stab him frois behind, leaned t
bis back against the wall, and shouted ta i
hirm to coms on. t

" Saxon dog," ho cried; "I lave searobedt a
for thoe long, but lave fund thee at laot. B
O for one setout am to keep off these blood-
hounds, whle I avenge the murdered priest à
on this craven hInd. O for one stout arm i' c

" Bore it lu," sboute] the Gaberlunslo,
burating fros li gaiu a and rushing
forth wLth the dagg's la hie land,
which h satcbed frou Aialic'a un- i
conscious grasp. "ore u , pmy i
gallant boy; it bath fongit many a fair
fight for the henar of a perjuredk ing; 0
it mayu nas, i oeai t, pouste<h tenor ai <ho
King et kinge. On wilS thee, mbranvo I
young soldier ; reaistance l i n langer a crime, t
but i duty'."

Whilst thie Gaberlunuse, vith manp s t
stunnlrg blow ires <ho handie cf bis daggs, I
wielded surs sud strong in hua vell-trainedi
arma, tept off <ho foblowers ai Plimpton tram t

overpoerinng <boir mastsr'e assailant; tho
Lter struggted dspertuly -vIth bis
opuonet. Exhausted from fatiguo ani
loss et bleood, anti hmving hie sL let
aira bren by a bullet in the beginning J
et Lise fray, Le fought aginst overwhelmng C
aidde. Plimpton, on <ho allier hand, fnflamodi
with jealousy', sud maddened vith rago ut t
<bis attemapt of <ho yong lrlshmmn ta usosu a
lis prime s tid Lima, struk meut thrusat withI
bis uapier le ail the fury ai revenge mnd t
despai. J

Tise qurel, however, lstedt not long, for t
Pllmpton'a rage seau exhausted bis stuongîlh. i
Bllpng, s lie did more upans fore <Sas

tkill, ta <ho ansagement of hIs weapon, u
Lia pass vero nids -uith¯ se marierons I
su Impetuosity <lhat bu exposai himaself B
more <bas once tLe bis advsary's coaor I
ueapon. It vas aftet .sing one aur<vao
binidors ef thii kind,'oo unusalui houer- -

able fight, andich ho wasu by ne means i
prepared to expeot tht O'Brlen resolved not c
to let the snextpass ithimpunity ; and asld-
ing his a word up under thiat of hi antagonist, 0
u the latter JsiLd his longe, faiyZ an il
through his lswrd arm. -The instant PlImp-
ton talt himself wounded, he threw himoself
downi .aid oied for quarter; -'bût O'Brin, un- W
willing t treat se meus a vlelan on aos>y
t mn, pliced hi Lifot on ieosk, and rnebing
him beneath i, commansded h<in to renounce
ali pretendel claims whIoh the quoee'd war. t
rant had given, or would St give him, to the s]
eustody of Allce Wentworth. Ere the falle i
man, however, culd mUmble a sylaHble ina
reply, a tall, noble-looklng parsonage,-wear. i
ing a white plumelie his adenstuppeared at 'W
the ead e some vtweaty mien, armed with a
aord and bukie and dressed in light-blue

doulet ana close-i sg houe ad orduredi ll
nantly to uisOh iî-ofrsaone, ant daM.
xeder t t st1~6 Se~e t, lààvq, be,, «hat yje is.

mi1hsés Adthon, air," ho co.
;tur g th Oi "v ar tthou,Wbo vouluýt<bassrago ful airer.

Sy, air, thon mitaieut; be's but asreachero-dg, ad deserveth to hm stranged
underthe aiel of every honeot nuse ho chancso

tpg, oidil, li'51i8tragr, lot him rise, I
commmdt thes."

"f? é commandest I, and who art thou,
p3ra mate.?"

" Tio Earl of Lelcester, ift so pleuse the,
airj and tbou,-a, my good sooteb,-i I mis.
take not, the va, hro athe Tartan bonnet.
Spurn him from thee, and lit hlm rse, air;

he's not worthy to wipe the feet of s gallant
afIlou as the.costarud manger ai mid.sum.
mer eie. .Bho,,SlrThomasa Plimpton," headded, as the attèr -oaee Inexpressibly crest.
falion and disappolutat iithe turan inge bad
taiea, ni dmortified by the presonee of the
sarl, his bitter esaemy. 'Marry, air, thou'rt iln
a sorry pHight, methinks; but Zet thee gone
-get thee gone and take thy folowers vitL
the, and ses to IL thoa'rt forthoming on the
morrow, when this matter sball be investi-
gated. As to the prisoner here, I shall n.
swer for them mysel,"

Pilpton seemed doubting for an Instant
whether he ohould relit or obey the order.:

9 Thou'rt my superior officoer, my lord cap-
taIn," said he at length, biting his lip, and
casting a ferocious look at the earl, land
therefore I musteeda saubmit. But we
shall meet again. As on thisa meddler,"
hl added, casting a side glance at O'Brien,
who stood leaning on his esword, eying him
with a smile of unutterable scorun, "iL'vo a
debt to puy him, and hoe&hahaLuist la pua-
per sason."

c Nay,sir, not to me, not to me," respond-
d Bodger, . with the same contempsuous

omile ; "l'i send thee my henchman, forthou'rt a most treacherous and cowardly bind
and unworthy the courtesy of knight or gen-

eman.'
Wheu Plimpton and hia suivivng follow-

ors bad lft the crsrt, curybmg with them
the dead and wounded of the party, Leicester
turned to look for ell Gower and the child.
He found the old woman sitting on the
ground, bahind the alter, supportieg the bead
of the dead prisst upon ber lsp, and Alice bo-
aide her, resting hers on the breast of the
Gaberlunzle.

O'Urien followed the erl, and atood for a
while llently> gaing on the face of the priet.
Once only he cast s furtive glance toward
Alloe, as fi ho wished, yet feared, to look at
her n ler oir of sorrow. slls saw hlm, and
muttered, ln answer to his thoughte,-

e Ay, man, he was er godfather;
'tuas himasel ateood np fat ber
at the blessed font; ay, 'deed wma't,
an the puirwee baire, when she cudna upk
used rune to Lgreot him wi' tho sIgu a' the
cross, Ilha time e'd coma to Brockton. Fre
that tour to this, eSe was aye is thome,
when he'd oit down wi' us to hae a bit crack
roun the chImney nenk. An aftr hes Lok
Ordre, an cam down hore whiles to Say the
mass, WuilH Esleton, the auld Clerk, ast
aye hear him whisperin' the ame cf
Alloe Wentworth ln his prayers. But

le's gone Irae ber noo, puir tbing; he's
demd and gone. Mony a hunt they gaedb im
those twa years, and monys the hi l ho arasa-
ad 'tween lie and Allanbury, or Glaton-
bury, as the new.fang ised name gas; an l
troth, Rodger O'Bien, thre ansoae a bon-
nier face nor a brawer airm than bis thSia side
the border. But ho didna care for thau things,
this mony a year, beein' a priest e' God, a
man a' poace. O, ay, was ho lad," as cried,
bending down to kise bis forehead, "and died
for his uuld faith, hlk a brave, daUntless sol-
dIer as ha was, wi' his armor on."

O'Brien kept bis eyes still fixed on the
dead, whilst Nell thus epoke Ser simple but
affecting panegyric, his lips twitcbing, Sad
bis breut healvnlg vith emotion as he gaetd
and listened. But when &hs at length con-
oluded, the noble, generous fellow could no
longer restrain hi tesrs, and kneeling down,
ac lervently klased the pale forehead of the
confesor.

As he slOwly rose up agate, Aicoe eye
met bis. He approacbed and spoke to ber
low and tendrly ; but she replied otl n
words-br heart was toc full to spok; bsh
did botter, gentle readeri; she took
is hand, and pressed it to her
lipe, and wt It wIlth her <oars-the
rolest tribute of gratitude she could ofler
him for bis veneratIon of the dead. Leices-
ter, seeing Ler take the Young man'a band,
looked tu ber modest face and sighed, liber-
tine as he was, won her guliless simplicity
rocalled the memory Ofis gentlo Amy
Robsart.

ln the silence that nov prevailed, a tiny
scream ws Loard ln a distant part of the
'avern.

" Com. said Leicester, bekoning to Nell
Gower, "eI would speak with <bac.»

The old woman rose up, and conducted
hIm to the place wherea she bad lefi 'Whitret
Nacoirn lu charge Of the Infant.
It was then arranged that the dwarf should

carr>' <ho child te Santhron,whoe utili reain-
id expectlng IL at <he lut ; that Silicsand
Bodger O'Brien shauld maompanp <ho earl ta
ho roypl palace, uol as prisonoîs undor
Pllmpton'a variant of mutest, but s fris poti.
laners to her majestyp; uni <bat <lie fluber-
nzie, vith <ho allier eurviîtng GathoIlic,

shouldi remain umeleeteti to bur>' tse dead
and "carry berne theIt veundeti.

" Thar's ie thing malt, myp Lord LeicesLt,
wilk I'd mak banild <o temind je a'," oh.
serraid il, "arnn that's een jiot this--that
Shud lU boLide oe' r asie it the handa o' tis

lnrmpton, or '"e queen'a,Il'il baud pu mc-
counteable fo'r't."
" Mo accountable ha, bal is aghed Loices-

tor; "vShy, voman, thou upeakest lite ait
empres."
" Weel, voel, min, je meed ns lauagh an

ut ou <bat-'gîte," respondedi Nell; "I ken
ho pavez I hs aven ye wesl seaogh, and
t cure I dines mmi persol ton it asoloe
bsan Ps vol - e', But lebt's guides our
busiess canny and fairlyp; Iet'n gism at,
non <haugh thie ain le s mighty esrd, su the
<lier a blitherin', daft muid spuovifs. -Ou,
y, lot'o goe sud <t-gle me pur protton
oris bairn, an lil giso e p seeocy for the

ither."
"Sund what kîaaweut <Louaif secrets rspect.

ng this child 7' said Leiceter, assuming a
composure h wafarefrom fellng.
" H, bai did Je no heau-I was a Scotch

ipauvifo ?' rosumniXell.-
"A'marryav lis; eud what et that?"
"RBani eut jur bau', s» come je nommer <Le

ight," se replied. Il'Il tel ye a' the seretas
' the barin ea clappil.1-

- The sarl asuented, sud hald out bis Jewelled

"Nouw1 said Nul], looklng at 1< undr the
orchlight, I thore's -a wee spot theuethat'a
y termed a secret; lt's as redmarktor blem-
sh; is may ca' iL. Weàl, sa far saesgui;

nd thse sax. binas bere,.unanl' alantin'
nto't, we ' thoe gaird, ar-ccrut keepers.
Tata ain ye v-s blatorsea' <ho trest,
nd may be, for aughs h1ten to the contrary,
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