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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

in his day,and be fon '

dly transmitted from fa-

ther 1o son, a3 memorials of & great monarch,
in whose reign they could boast of having
lived ; biit whether the stories ascribed to him
in this strange miscellany, refer. to events
which actually occurred, and v:vlnch became
afterwards a part of the traditionary legends
of the country, or whether they are the pure
iuvention of the Rabbis, it is now impossible

1o determine.  Some of them are too ridicu-
tous for the grotesque scenes in which they
wake Solowon ‘and the most venerable cha-
racters of antiquity to figure ; and others are
‘too extravagant and gross in seatimeut }o.be
fit for traaslation in the pages of a Christian
‘journal. But -thore are a few cha{aclqrn§cd
hy a pure, innocent, and beautful simplicity,

12 which class is the following, selected in

the hope ‘that it may gratify the reader, not

only ‘as reluting to a wemorable - passage in

thelife of Solomon, but as affording a plea-
sant illustration of a pastime on which the
igroateat and wisest men of the East have, in
-all ages, delighted to exercise their geniusand
their wit. Tle date of the story is the visit

‘of the Queen of Sheba to the court of Jeru-
salem, who came, we are. told by the sacred

historian, ¢ te prove the king with hard ques-

tions.”> And that these werc neither of a

learned nor philosophical cast, but nothing

else than enigmas and riddles, is placed be-
vond all deubt by the testimony of Josephus,
whio informs us that the wise monarch of Is-

rael‘used to relieve his graver cares by, corres-

Ponding about these agreeable trifles both
with, King Hiram and another Tyriuu of great

celebrity for his skill in them, and also by

the weﬁ known fact that they form a favour-

ito sonice of enjoyment with the higher eir-
‘cles, in many countries of the East, at the
present day. The legend, after informing us
‘that the Queen having gone over her whole
‘collection of < questions,” which a'hc had
studiously made of the most difficult kind, but

ieli the quick and penetrating mind of So-
:”ﬁ_'?! ---u% unravc!lgd, dctenrﬁncd on mak-

ing her last and greatest effort, by which she
persuaded hersell'she would bring to a stand
the hitherto invincible powers of the mounarch.
She formed a nosegay of the rarest and most
beautiful exotics, such as were growing in
the pleasure gardens of the palace, and with
the names and the hués of which she knew
the royal student of nature to be well ac-
quainted. In the construction of this arlifi-
“wial bouquet 2he had exausted all the resources
of art to render it a perfect imitation of natural
heauty, and careflully concealing from all but
her immediate attendants the seeret ol its oii-
gin, she arranged and hrought it out in such a
manner that it was impossible to judge by the
£yo whether it was a production of nature or
ol art. 1t only reiained to choose a proper
time, when the king might be taken by sur-
prise, for the trial of her ingenious stratagem ;
and fixing, therefore, on the hour when Solo-
mon was seated amid a circle of liis courtiers
at the gate of the palace, in- the course of his
daily adwministration of justice, she prescnted
herself abruptly before” him, and holding up
her nosegay, at such a distance, that no scent,
had there been any, could have been perceiv-
ed, shc challenged him to tell her whether it
was natural or artificial, The king looked
intently at the spleudid bouquet, but seemed at
a loss for a reply. The whole divan were
thown into conlusion by the unexpected oc-
currenco—the first time they had ever seen
their king in perplexity, and, waiting in si-
lence, trembled for the honour of their prince ;
wlhen, happily Iooking around in his distress
feom the open scafiolding that formed his tri-
bunal, he éapied a swarm of bees .futtering
about -some wild flowers, and causing. the |
Rosegay, without declaring his object, to be

placed on the meadow, he soon beheid thgm,' '
with the greatest satisfoction, refueertaglight

on the Queen’s flower, thus givingihe njost

decisive evidence that it was a work of art,

His triumph was complete ; the whole court

rang with applause at the sagacity of the

King, and the Queen of Sheba, when she

saw this fresh proof of the wisdom of Solo-

mon, ¢ had no more apirit in her.” Such is

the story of the Jewish Rabbis.

TIE TEMPORAL BENEFITS WHICH CHRIS-
TIANITY CUNFERS ON FAMILIES.
Tue family circle is the scene which God has
chosen for the display of the most amiable
and engaging virtues. When, accordingly,
the poet would carry vs to the abodes of
earthly happiness, he delights us with a des-
cription of houschold joys.
¢ O (riendly to the best pursuifs of man, “\.»
Friendly to thought, to virtue, and to peace :
Domestic e in rural lejayre pass’d,
Few know thy value, and few taste thy sweets,
Though many boast thy favours, and affect
To understand, and choose thee for their own.”
CowreR.
:Even the historian, as if weary with re-
cording thore actions which have attracted
notice en the world’s wide theatre, willingly
diversifies his page with a tale of domestic
life, and seems to linger in admiration of the
milder beauties which such a scene discloses.
‘Q‘\i' has Christianity contributed to the in~
crease of family happiness? It has done so
by abolishing infanticide, by treating the grey
hairs of sge with hanour and respect, by ter—
minating domestic slavery, and by assigning
to woman her due place and importance in
the family circle. The beneficial cflects of
Christianity in this last parficular have been
much marked. The Barbarian regards his
female companion 2s the mere drudge of his
will, whose only office it is to minister with
trembling servility to his want and inconstant
humours, Chivalry invested woman with an
interest which was absorbing, making her the
subject of dreams by night and adventures by
day. The false religion of Mnhomet degrades
herto be the mcre toy of a wavering affection.
Christianity alone has vindicated her rights.
It has brought hier forth from the seclusion of
the Bast, made her to descend from the
heights of chivalrous excellence, raired her
from the degradations of barbarism, and made
her to mingle in the duties ofactive life. - To
the influence which Christianity has given
woman in the fxmily, much of w()x'nt is engag—
ing in modern domestic manners may be
traced. .
Christianity has farther added to family
happiness, by the power shich it exercises in
repiessing those unamiable dispositions which
are often the occasion of much domestic mi-
sery.  As amid the flowees of tho garden the
noxious weeds are seen to rise, 80.even in the
bosom of families the evil. passions of the
heart sometimes display theinselyes. At
times they rise into violence, and the son is
secn rising against the father, and the daugh—
tcr against the mother.  But more frequently
they manifest their presence by exciting those
litle jealousiex and Neart burnings. which
serve as a conlinual dropping, and banish
peace and comfort from many a hearth,—
Against these, Christianity, by example and
by entrealy, hangs out many meonitors, and
powerfully constrains to the opposite virtues.
If we would wish to see how good and how
pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell ta-
getherin unity, we must Jook to a family
where nataral- affection is heightened . by
Christian principles. Ttis the-dwelling of the
righteous which 18 gladdened by the looks of |
aflection, the words of .love, and. thel

A farther temporal advantage which Chris~

tianity imparts to families is the habits of so~

briety and of industry which it forms and
cherishes. The experience of every day
convinces how much the prosperity of fami-
lies depends upon the existence of these habit,
and a little reflection will satisfly how influen~
tial Christianity is in producing them. The
heart is often made sad by the sight of the
squalid wretchedness which meets usin the
streets and lanes of our cities, To relieve it,
charity has given rise to many diversified
plans. The poor house hasthrown open its
daors, legislation has given forth its poor
laws, private’benevolence has contributed its
means and its exertions, yet the poor we
have always with us. Pauperism seems to
gain strength from the means which are em-
ployed to check it. The cause of the evil
lies deep. It has had its root too often in ha—
bits of dissipation and of sloth ; itis theee,

¢ YWhich keep the larder lean, put out the fires,

And introduce hunger, (rost, and woe,

Where peace and hospitality might reign.”
Against such evils Christianity affords the
surest antidotes by the principles of active
exertion and of godly sobriety which she so
forcibly inculcates.

Christianity stands at the-door of our homes,
with earnest entreaty seeks an entrance. To
those who open to her and address ber in the
language of kindly reception, ¢ Come in thou
blessed of the Lord, why standest thou with-
out,”” she will be found the safeguard of
virtue, the encourager of indusiry ; .in the
moments of gladness her presence will in-
crease their innocent mirth, and jn the hour
of sadness she will prove their consolation ;
she will guide the young in the way of dutiful
obedience, and will temper the comumanda of
authority with the mildness of persuasion ;
she will make the abodes of the rich the
abodes of elogance and humility, ¢ where
polished friends and dear relations mingle into
bliss,” and will convert the humble dwellings
of the poor into  the dwelling-places of con-
teniment.

——

ON, AS ADAPTED TO THE
FACULTIES.

By Physical Education is meant the improve-
inent of the bodily powers and functions.—
There is much uscful instruction in medicat
wrriters on this subject ; but, frem this circum-
steuce, not only its theory, but its practical
application, is too much held to be a medijcal
more than a popular object, and therefore is
apt to be Jost sight of altogether. This is a .
great error ; the physician may te required to
direct the cure of actual disease, but the eon-
ditions of preserving heulth snd preventing
discase are in our own hands, and depend
upon our knowledge of them. Thisis not the
place to impart that knowledge, but only to
arge the necessity of its being imparted, and
of the teacher of youth being qualified to im~
part it, so that the pupil should not only ac-
quire the habit of a judicious attention to
health, in the different and very simple requi-
sites of air, temperature, clothing, diet, sleep,
cleanliness, all as concerning himeelf, but
should be able to apply his knowledge to the
treatment of the infant of which he may be
the parent.  This last office concerns particu-
larly the other sex.. The physical education
of the infant naturally begins at birth, and the
mother, and all emiployed about it, should not
only ‘be -disabused’ of all gossip absordities,
such as swathing, rocking, and" the like, but
should know and apply; as a matter of easy
practice, certain rules as to témperature and
clothing, avoiding cold and too much heat,—
attention to the skin;-and. ablution from tepid

ON EDUCAT!

deeds of kindness, .

water gradually to cooler, but never cold tg a



