S e e

s

PROTAPLASTIC.

The things that 1 shall here relate

Are true, bat 1 can't fix their date.
Upon a time it onee befel

{Exactly swhen 1 cannot tell),

Belore the movon waa yet beguun,

And earth was only partly Jdone ;
When Jupiter was still unknown,

And Saturn did not bave a sove.

The sun had scance deguu to glare,
Aund pomets skurried through the air,
Collidiog with portentons crack

Nosign of any zodine.

Wheu Africa and Spain still met,

And Brituin was no istand yet:

Wheo oo the site where loodon stands
There roamed the vary strangest bands
Of apiials with oddest rlls—

Like those in Barnum’s Circus bills—
When Greenland's haats sutliced to Kill.
Aund icebergs flourished in Brazil;
When teptiles bavine wings and feet.
With bodies long as Chestuut Street,
Were trying to inhale the breeze
Beneath the giant mushroow trees ;
When wmonsitoas ferns smaad, in steht,
Were changing into anthracite—~

Ia short, tew billion years ago—

What nronth it was I do not kpow.

Two monkeys walked otit, ATM iD weE. :

Arvound the North Pole, where twas warm, H
Apd every thing was io a stew, H
Frum geysers sod voleaooes too i
Not comnon monkeys. like you see i
Enjoy the vrgaa’s melwdy, i
But eplendid creatures, fike the twao
Chimpanzees thut were in our Zoo.

But though they both were well and hate.
No trace bad either 0 tail,

They aeither foaght. sur scratehed. nor hit,
They simply talked with seuse und wit
Upon a most importan: thing.

Auvdtben they called upon their Ning—

A buge babuvoa—of cvarse u male,

Witk wonstrous srms aod curiy il

Aud baving sunk upun their kuees,

Or bioder elbows—~if you plesse—

The elder oped his month and said :

O, King ! lvay afier we are dead

Ap upright race will rule the earth.

But who'll from us derive their birth.

The best of us, 10 Keep alive

{The sittest only will survive),

Must do the things thaz suit the eiime,

Avd du them at the proper time.

My wate and | our taiis bave lupped
Because that tashive will be stopped.

As goiog naked will be rough.

They'll wrap their budies ap io staff.

We now propose 16 shave our hair,
Becauze these monkeys wili be bare—

I mean this new avd ruling rave

Wil all be bare—at lessi 1o tace.

And s o you, O gracions King

Ltur bumbie prayers 2ow wo bricg—

Tkhat you will onder every ape,

And mooker 100, whate'er bis slispe,
Todovr~we and utto fa
T shave Lis body, lop kis il

To keip~ip geiting up this MAN—
‘The untaral seiectivn jlan.”

Thue King waxed very wroth and grin .
He deemed the iLsult meant tor him.
He glanved at both bis tal snd cogt—
For be was hairy as 4 guat—
Aud drawing 1t o furious breath,
He threateasd thexs with § i deatl
Utlesy a2 vnce they ' quit his sight .

Aond all the coart said  Nerve d them right.”
But waat revenges tiwe will bring
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i 1 mean -

{ wother,” he replied, affectionately wrapping her

The prageny of court and Niuyg

The Jorests of the tropica §11,

Hut all of thew ure muskey» it

The exited wonkey aud bis wadaw
Hecamie the anemsiore uf Adarn.

Tue line of Fve | can't contect—

k_!rr auesslzy seems indirect—
Forthaugt she came from Adumn's side,
Yelall the tivukey s tigh Lave died.
I thereture leave the women vut

A watter wbich ir ofili in dvabl—

But ou tkis point I'm tiror as rock
Thast wi-y are allof monkey stk

Hasi=b,

ACROSS THE GULF.

The Rev. William Linlay found a seat for his
mother in the Pesbrosses Street ferev-boat and
placed her neat «atchel and wmbrells beside her.
1 think,” be said, “1 will go forward into the
fresh air at the bow."*

** Tuke care of the draughts, William.”

He foldeid bis big yellow silk neckerchief more
closely shout bis throat, lifted hix hat, aud left
her.  The other women were bathering their
escorts as to the chances of catehing the train
for Philadelphia, ‘but Mrs. Imlay was calm.
Neither she nor William bad #ver been late for
a (raiu era meal ; a glance at her would tell you
that. Smooth gray hair, inquisitive black eves,
close-fitting black travelling-dress, white cuifs,
jet brooch and buttons,—there she was, a neat,
compact package of fulfilled duties. She would
be smiling, efficient, aud rconfident by a sick
bed, or iun her pantry, or lrading a prayer-meet-
ivg ; and you could not but faucy that if Death
tapped at the little lady’s door the call would
not flurry her atall, as it does disorderly people,
bat would fit uicely intoy her methodic life, and
she would trip on inte heaven still smiling, effi-
cient, and confident.

Mr.Imlay came back presently, a fzint curi-
osity kindling his handsome features : *¢ Mother,
the famons aclress is on board,-—Mlle. Clemence.
That is she, coming this wsy. 1 thought you
would like :0 see her.”

““So I should, William,” hastily putting on
ber spectacles. *‘The tall woman in the seal-
skin ulster! Dear! dear? That ulster wounld
cost a8 much as your salary for two years!
Satan’s wages are high nowadays.”

“Ves."

‘‘Poor thing ! poor thing "' said his mother.
This way one of the women, she thought, of
whom Solomon wrote, who stand in wait to drag
men down into hell.  Still, she could not for-
get that she was a woman and when achild had
perhaps been innocent.

‘“She is very handsome,” ssid Mr, Imlay.
His wother moved uneasily. Of course, she
siw the ereature’s besaty ; but she ought to
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have been nothing to Willinm but u lost soul.
“ Something in_her featuves reminds me of Miss
Lowry,” he said, deliberntely bridging his nose
with his eye-glasses,

*Oh, William! Clara Lowry is oune of the
loveliest of Christian characters ! And yet-—,
Really, there is something about the chin— For
pity’s sake, never tell Clara of it !’

“ Of course not.”

The boat thumped inte the pier, and the
crowd poured through the station into the wait.
iug tratn. Mrs, Imlay, on her son’s armn, peered
curionsly about for the sealskin ulster,  The
sight of this woman had strangely fluttered her,
1t was a glimpse into that brilliant wicked hell
below the decorous world in which she lived,
to which pertained all of Satan's doings.-—-cards,
fashien, dancing, and, above all, theatres.
* Where did she go, William " she asked, as he
seated her in a car.

“ Intos parlour-ear behind,
or three geutlemen with her.
Congressinen,”

o, bsuppose s, with shudder, ** Sit
down, dear.  Well, T really glad 1o have seen
her.  Oune vaght to be reminded that there are
such depths, here, just about us. 1 do wonder
what she was thinking of then ¥7 1t was the
very question she had asked about the sea-lon

Thure wute twao
Leading peaple.

**She made a very prenty picture, at o oany
satd Mro lmlav. * Bemarkably good

*You think s great deal teo much ot her nose,
1 beg your patdon, wmy dear. But
one hardly expeets a clergviman to revarnd suech
creatures from the stand-point of their noses.”

Mr. fmlay lifted hi= brow with mild com-
placency.  ** They are entirely outside of our
world,”" he explained. **A person in my posi-
tion must either try to vconvert them or else
=imply regard them asthetically as purt of the
world's furniture. 1 could not convert Mlle.
Clemence on the boat, sa I regard her quite as
I would a tree or a bit of china. [ approve their
shape or celour, and I approve her nose, Do |
make myself ¢clear !

¢ Oh, quite,~—uite so, Williwm,”" hastily re-
jolned Mre, Iniay as soou as the geatle dog-
matic ripple stopped.  She hnd not heord him:
she wius alwavs sure William would say the
right thing.,  She was counting the cost of that
diess, —uister, gold-mounted satchel---why, the
boots even, could not be bought under twenyy
dallars ! What would Clara lowry say when |
told about it 1 " 1 alwauys gain pew ideas when
[ lewve home, Willtam,"” she said.  ** Travel is
SO-—50 hrmnleniug." )

“1 wish you would zo oftener with 1we,
shawl about her and rising = Now, it you will
exease me, | owill o and look for Brother For-
dyee s hie is somewhere on the train,”

Mr. Imday could not tind his fellow-minister,
but he sat dowo in a pear car. He wished to
think over his sermon, tor it would be late b
tore he reached Baltiniore,  He smiled to hiw-
self again ot his mother's dva of travel, A trip
to New York ! She was shut in tovinuch to her
ittle round . church, the sswing-cirel=, Ann the
conk,- -there was her world.

Mr. Imlay had gone twiee to the great Chureh
Conventions : he had besnas far south - s Lounis
ville, ated as far west a5 Chicngo 3 ~o that he
could justly cluim to know the world and life,
He  wanted to know  mere, Hew  own
mild  dowaaticane, e wother’s  amiable
gursipy, the squabbles betwern the  choir and
enngregation,  even  the  discussion  abont
the new oruan, grew stale and cramping to him.
If he vanld et ountside, into the civeds, the
passions, the action, ont there, he faneird he
could understand Ciirist and His errand better,
Still, there was great jeril in such ventuges,
As now, for instanee, when e buttoned up his
coat to hide his white cravat and began to talk
o a gentleman in & mnlberry velvetesn waist-
coat about beet-sugar, he felt that he was boldly
treading on dangervus ground.  To hide the
cravat, togive up the precedence of his holy call.
ing, to talk asone ordinary man with another,
~—was not this compounding with Mammon !

But he soon became keenly iuterested in his
beet-sagar friewd aud bis compauvions, He
gathered thet they were a family or party of
friends on their way to eelebrate somebody’s
birthday. All of them, #ven to the grandmother,
had theair of happy folk out on a frolic. There
were a couple of lads who swaggered like old
sportamen, though ueither hlool por powder had
ever soiled their gous or embroidered game-
tags.  ‘There were youny girls with roay faces
under farry caps, chattering ana giggling, peep-
ing at each other's skates. There was a dumyp.
ling of a baby, which the nurse carried about per.

tually frown one set of cousins to another.
There was a white-whiskered old geutleman on
the next seat to him, who scolded bhecause the
atove-door was shut, or because the ventilators
were open, ot becaure the banana-boy dropped
books on his knee. Mr. Lmluy could not at tiret
understand the patience of the whole party to-
ward this disagreeable old fellow ; they were as
gentle with hiw ax with the bsby ; but presently
he vaw that he was blind.

He finally turped his ill-humonr on Mr, im-
lay's companion.  ** Beet-sugar now, Srerry 1°
he snapped. ** Last year it wa tea-plants ; and
the year before, silk.worms, 1fit was ouly your
own money that was wasted, less matter. But
you must alwnys have somebody to ride your
hobliies. Here’s Mrs. Pinn, mow ! To my
knowledge, she gave up two acres once to your
tea-plants,” '
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cap tooked up and langhed s ** And, to wmy
knowledge, Uncle Shannoun, mauy n cup of tex
you had Yrom them.” ) .

“ Poor stull, Emily, poor stul’! You're »
shrewd farmer ; but )‘0\1‘Bo|)c\'t3r make ton pay.
Nor any of John Sperry's whims,  Mushrooms !
That was another ¢raze of his."’

Mr. Sperry patted the old man on the back,
and winked apologetically to My, lmlay as for
an ill-maunered chifd : ** Yes, mushrooms.
There's no better paying crop. [ set Fraeierat
them in San Diego, and Cobb in Honolulu, awd
old Rice in Australia.  1may say | have gindled
the earth with mustironms.”  ‘Then, in a depre-
cating whispet to the clergzyman @ Une of the
best-tempered men alive antil--" tonching hiy
own eves significantly.  Mr. Imlay nodded,
smiled, and rose to go with a regretful glance
abont thecar. How many good Christian people
there were in the woerld to whom one must give
a toueh and go by !

When he reached the dour, vuly the engine
was in front of him.  The rest of the cars, and
his wother in them, had vanished.

o fust divided the train at Newnrk,” curtly
explained the conductor.  *“Other section's
twenty minutes ahead.”

But 1 have s lady in my charge”

“Can't help that, sir. You vught to have
lonked ont for the ady.”

Mr. binlayv stured at the man, opened his
mouth irresolutely, and feebly pulied at his
whiskers.

““What is it what is it #° cried the blind
man.  ‘*Some new trick of that inferual cor.
poration 1 )
Mr. Sperry came up, pulling down his waist-
cout with a busiuess air, and suggested o tele.
geam ; the pirls looked sympathetic ; M. Fion
timidly ventured an wnxious word or two.

“ s really of no consequence,” said Mr.
Imlay with awkward dignity.  ** My waother
has het ticket and check.”  But secretly he was
greatly pleaxed.  He had suddenly becomse of
tmportance. By virtue of his misfortune he was
adopted by this demonstrative famiy as one wf
themselves.

While he talked to the couductor lis seat
had bern taken by a boy and a wall, distingnish-
ed-looking girl.  The bliud man put his had
on her head . ** I this you, Janey > Did you
ceton at Newark ' Why doa't you make room
for me !’

“I'H o inthe smoking-car,'’ the ey said,
Jumping up. :

N .\'u, {‘uh. You'll .‘-(‘4)‘ j\h( here ™ The
yvoung lady drew her father inte the seut, and
tonk Bobon her lap, lookiug laughingly nto
his eyes anwith her firm white fingers she joked
A cigar ont of his pocket.

Rob chuekbad sbvepishly, biut scon recovered
bimself : ¢* Father, ' gotng to take Jaue out
rubbit-hunting  te-morrow. ' Lnd her omy
boots for the deepsnow."

Mr. sShavwon gve an impatlent  graut:
* Your stster witll have no time for such capuera,
sit. Athwy lothes weed weuding” He ot
tled bimself with bis head on her shonbier and
was soon asleep, while Bobosat, wigidding and
seawling, on ber knees.

Sperry saw that Mr. Diday was watehing the
group. ** Pitiful sight, sin,” he whispereld,
“P'ye Roew that sioce Mro Xtannon lost his
sight that giel has sapperted both him amd the
boy ?  Carcies thews both right alooe. They're
llt']pi--\-i 24 two hachies

©C How does shie do 110 She iy very yveouny '

“Rarps barely tey dollars a4 week. She's with
Kuredles,  His plan is to wark your people to
death like vart-hores and fling the carcasees ont,
Oh, | osuppose everybody’s Leard of Dan Kueed-
les 7 We're all gotug to Mrs. Fuso's farm to
cejelivate her birthday, and I weote to Dan te
bey Janey for a t!,n_v or twa, Well, «ir, § haid
to pay him her tull week™s alary ' But <he
knows nothing of that,"

Kueedlea 7 Mr. Iolay bad o fominine relish
for gomaip.  Wasx there not & Kuewdles femnale
college near Newark ¢ The young lady was
sresaand like an illpaid tescher.  She coughed,
too, now and then, and had a hectic flush ;° but
there was something steadfast and durabl - about
her, from the fiem wrist which leld Bob qniet,
to the dark, slow-moving eyes,

While he waslooking at her, there was a rasp.
ing crash @ girl, old man, wais, roof, tilted, dis
appeared.  Mr, Tmiay clutchel wildly at Sperry,
missed hin, and -vas harled forward, When he
came to hissenses he was in absolute darkness,
his right leg clinched tightly ; beside him he
felt broken planks aud something soft and pov-
able like a human body. A wind of heat blew
over his leg. The train had fallen from a trestle
bridge, aml he was {usteusd in e car that was
on fire.  He had read of people fustened iu just
that way. They had bLeen roasted to death,
* Great God ! This thing is huppening to me !
Me " thought Mr. lmlay, He had been wo
coddled anil petted by bis mother from the dnys
6f his swaddling-clothes up into his clerical coat
and neck-tie, that blank amazement was his
principal emotion at finding himself in a ditch
of mud to the chin, with a fire close at his legu.
At a distance on the snowy field, he saw black
figures moviug ; he heand shouts and  cries,
He shouted, but his vaice piped thin like a
woman's. The body heside him-—-whether man's
or woman’s he dist not know —struggled,

“ Are they coming to ua 1” said u voice sound-
ing oddly calin to bis fronzy. He replied only
by [resk shricks.  * Oh, they'll come,” cheer-
fully. ‘| saw Bob help father out. They'l)
come back for me.”

It was the teacher, thent

He did uot care

A little woman wearing black and 2 widow's

 who it was, e shrieked oun.

*“The

fire iy

S

sainingn” he said at lawty exhansted, * and my
legis wedgod in tight.” )

She began to tug wildly at the leg ; it did
uot stir. Then steps came near, and a dozey
wmen crowded up, peering in at the window,
The fire sent a sharp lash of Rame acrons Mr,
Tinlay's foot.  * Help, help! Take me ong!*
he yelled.

‘ There's a woman in there,” eried sometody
outside. ’
 Janey ! Janey Shannon 1" shouted Sperr
“1'm Kero ! Al rightt U'munot harg v
Her cheorful tone maddened My, Imlay
“ For God's sake, save me !*' ha oried ; ¢ |-,,;

roasting 1o death 17

* Here, Juvey I'* Mr. Sperry smashed in the
window, ** Nuw, men, out with the lady 1
But she pushed M. Tmlay forward : "¢ yi,
leg is fast.  He's burning ! Get this beam o
Lix teg 1™ she eriad, tugging at it herselr,

Mr. Sperry had an axe ; the men gmr,.lmj

ve mlay
“Oh, it's broken 1 1,

the beam : 1t shook and woved. M.
dragged at his leg,
moaned.

A flap of Heree flame struck between him 4u4
the windew, shutting him intw thix horrible
death,  He hurled hitsell forwarnd tlike a mad.
map, thraxting back the woman
Me

He heard himsell, [t was & woman that L.
was ptishing back into the Sre, —he, Williay,
lmlay. * Take her ont,” he sand, i0 a voiee thy
was almost cool, helping to push her out Y.
self,  He was unconscious when they gut ki
through the window, l

When he opened his eves it was with a nuyaey
of pain. e lay in & large, gaylyv-furnishiel
chamber. A red-haired little man was al wark
at his leg,  Miss Shavwon stood beside ly,,
holding haudages, while Mr. Sperey, a kerosen,
lamp in one hand, with the fat fingens of the
other patted him comsolingly . ** Tut, tut ! come
to yourself, eh ! Nearly through with vour iy
Bud sprain.  No bones broken.” ) )

** Where am | 7'

At Emily Fion's.  You ought to thauk b
good God you're anywher.”  He stovped fur 4
secowd, then went v cheerfally © ** Two ot u.
were  killed, —-the baby and Tom: the hig
chap with the guu, vou kuew? Well, w.it e
they were fitter to go thad us old sinner,
reckon.  Bob had lis head eut. 8o we Loy
you and him here.”

t's very kind of Mrs. Fiun,' gl
about for her in hin writhiugs of paies with e
nitted politeness. "

“ Rah ! What else would you bhave the .-
wan do U She's ju the kitchen, makig vou o
Lot toddy.  Nothing Hke bhot toddy i o
shock.” '

*Rteady with that Hght,"snapped the Jic e
* Now,” to Jane, ““drop thelotion.”

The lotion fell ool ob the crackled <o,
Jane watehed rach drop anxiously.  Th,
was saft o a delicions sense of repeme, of
vared for, stole over him. The one lewany
life, wo far, fadd bewn that hie ought te be et
for.

The doctar, before he beft, guve Bis dicoets e
to Jane.  Sperry began to blow up the wie
upon the hearth.  Mr. Lalay asked for « irix
of water, and Jane hrought it to him. Her powp
was stitl soaked with the mud of the duigon, b
her houl snd thraat wectaed to him purer aud
tner from the dirty Yolds out of whicli they 1o
Luatead of taking the drink, he stand 50 nec.
* You trimd to make them pull me out e, be
wul 1 heand you!”

DT smiting. 0 IUs allba blur o me
Nobody knew what they did.”

* You, atauy rate, did the nght thing she
had forgotten his part in the atfair, thent
Should he keev quiet and let it go ot that o e
took the water and drank it Buat he coulld ot
be quiet, Something within him inot the toma
culate. William lindayy was erying out au an
agony of shame and Jdegradation,  As be gave
hier back the glass he looked her full in the
fucer : [ acted like a hound down there. !
think | must have boen mad. [ wish you ~ould
lorget it.”

She fairly stammered in her hurry to stop
him. ¢ fush ! husli ¢ Don’t blame yourse:l.
The tirs, had vonr fastened in, —it was enoughi to
craze anybody.'

What » noble creature she wae ! He would
never forget how she had tuggsd at that beam.
If June had beey forty, and lean and scrawuy,
probably he might bave forgutten it.

Mr. Sperry caught an inkling of what they
were saying.  After Juue was goge he catie Up
* Most unselfish soul slive. She'd have done
Jjust the same for you if you had beeu s tratp
or a darky, What would you like for aypprt ¥

**1 want no supper,’’ said Mr, lmlay curtly,
turning over.

Wonld she have done the same for a trawp of
adarky? He did not believe it.

{t was not the pain in his lag that k(-‘:t tm
awake that night, nor even the shame of having
acted like a brute before these good Christiay
people, though that was sore too. [t was the
sudden sight of the brute within him, which he
saw for the first timein his Jife. He tried to put
it out of sight, to recal] that Reverend Willism
lmlay whom he had known so long, walking up
the aisle of the Third Church, irmpronchxﬂ{{v.
from the Greek features, sot in neat English
whiskers, to the sermon he preached.  Well,
what was this man lmlay 1 He preached gener-
osity, sell-gacrifice, high thinking and liviugto
otheiy, and went home to be pampored by his
mother and Aun, to find the day spoiled if his
toast wan too dry or his shirt-collur too limp.
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wus he nothing but & chest and & hypocrite,




