CALENDAR FORX TUHE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY,
APRIL 5, 1373,

Suxpay, March 30.—F{th Suniday in Lent.  Proassion Su nedery,

Mospay, * 3L.—Charlotta Bronte. English novelist, born, 1816
died. 1853,

Tersoay, April L—dif Fuols Day ¥, Denison Maarice died, 1572

WERONRSDAY, *  2.~Batrlo of Copenhagen. 1501, Richmond taken
by Grant, 1885,

S.—~Gireat Firo at Three Rivers, 1870,

4=8 Ambreose, Sir . Drammond. Administrator,
JLINN

S.—Canada discovored, 1420,
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Frivav, b

SATURDAY,

METROROLOGICAL OR3&RVATIONS taken 3t 2 Beaver Hall, Mountreal. by
Taos, D Kiv i, for the week ending Mazeh 24, 1873,
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

irrears and current

W

The regligenee of some subseribors ¢n K
accounts necassitares the adopiion of severe measures,
have placed inour fawyer's hands a large numser of overdue
accounts. Those for the eurrent year 0 unpaid by st April
will share the sam> fato, and all anpail muones will on that
date b struck o the Hst, We teast that onr <abeeriheers will

nor misandersiant oar aetion i the matter, We have walted

so long that inour case patiense las coased 1 ha a virtus, nand

weoare now compelled (o use stringent mosasiiros,

Cavanray Iupvstratep News
Mouotreal, Maroh 22ad

FICE, )

H

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTA.
Letters on business matiers shoull he addrossed 1o the Dusi-
unéss Manager,

Commnmeations intendiad for the 14 st b pebleessed
ta The Editor of the Cuanadian IHustrated News, and marked

s Commuanieation,”

Relertel coutribnfions are no: returoed tinless stamps for
2 turn postage have baen farwanded,

CANADIAN

ILLUSTRATED KEWS.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 1373,

Tre question of juries is one that will agitate the public
Cvery time a great trial takes place. 1t has come up asain
for conzideration in both England and the United States at
the present moment, and bLids fair to become: the subjoet of
legislation in the British Parliament. The idea of the
Attorney-General, Siv Joha Duke Coleridge, is to reduse the
number of ju-ers from twelve to seven, and even in that case
to let the majority rule.  There ure other minor provisions in
his Bill intended to affect the intellectual and moral standard
of jurymen,

Experience has shown, we think, that the pumber tsvelve—
an arbitrary one after all—is too great.
dure, increases expense, gives unnecessary embarrassment,
and in many peculiar ways thwarts the clear, direct ends of
Justice. Insmall communities, or sparse couutry districts, it
amounts almost to a hardship or 2 nuisance to gather twelve
intzlligent men for judicial purposes.  OF course, diversity of
mind exists, aud must exist, bat in a good jury a certain
homogeneity should be formed to arrive at a fair verdict, and
in order to do this minds trained np to a certain normal ele.
vation are required. Thise are wot easily mnstered in

It lengthens prose.

an
emigency.  Then there is uo reason why the jury should
consist of an even number.  Nine would do just as well as
twelve, and seven as well as nine, Iu deliberating on a ver.
dict the objsct is unanimity of jodgment,  This is far more
easily obtained with seven intelligeut men than with twelve
of the ordinary heteromencous character,  But this VEry nina-
nimity is a knotty point. There is no philosaphic reason why
it should be exacted, Whoever has served on juries, as hag
happened to onrselves several times, knows how this unani.
mity is obtained, or how it is bulked by the pig-headedness of
a recalcitrant juror, uch a thing as a mechanical
unanimity, won by hunger, Joneliness, and other applinnces,
In the jury-room, as elsewhere, the great number is rujad by
the few.  One or two merabrers do all the talking and the rea-
soning, while the others are passive and give their verdict
without troubling them=elves to formulate an opinion, Now,
instead of this nuanimity, if the two-thirds majority rale
were introduced in juries we should be dispused to regand it as
an improvement.  Atall events, we shonld like the amend-
ment tohave & fuir trial.  But there i3 & prima facie objection
even to that.  In certain cases it wonld be found as difficult
to get a two-thirds majority as to get unanimity, wrong-
headed men being just as able to prevent the one as the other,
Hence some have proposed the rule of mere plurality, For
Instance, in a jury of seven, if three are onone side and thice

There iz
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on the other, the seventh may have the casting vole and
decide the verdict, This looks ensy, expeditions and vquit-
able, bnt in capital cases it would go hard to have an irre-
vocable doom sealed by the turn of one vote, the word of one
mouth, the word of one freeble, falliblo understanding.

We know not how far the action of the British  Parliament
on this question will atfect public opinion here.  We shall
probably let the mother conntry take the fall initinative before
noving in the matter.  Bnut there is one point on which the
popular conscience} should be aronsed—and that is the pack-
ing of juries.  That the abuse exists is certain; that it pro-
duces untortunate results is lkewise beyond questin, The
only remeady for it is raising the standard of the Grand Jury
and exacting from them revised lists for the petit juries, In
the matter of justice, there esn never be too much prudence,
z2al and intelligence,

Tuz fire at 8t James Hotel has not yot ceased to Le the
wain topic of public intereat, A great deal of information
Lias been elicited from writers lin the daily press, while the
Coroner’s inquest over the bodies of Hyatt, Hilditch and Mary
¢'Connor, victims of that contlagration, has laid large weasure
of blame upon responsible shoulders.  Indeed, the question
of respousibility has awakened the susceptibilities of several
of our citizeus, seeing that the burden has been distributed
on the shonlders of the Fire Brigade, the Fire Committee, the
proprictor and  the manager of the hotel,  Whatever the re-
missness of the past may have been, it is a source of gratifica-
tion to find that the authorities ave determined to make ample
provisions for the future. Two steam fire-cngines will be
purchased.  Mr. Loranger, Chairman of the Fire Committes,
wants even three—oue for the upper portion of the city;
another for the Quebee Suburbs; and a third for the commer-
cial centre of the city, St. Panl Street. Fire Lscapes will also
be provided, along with ladders.  Desides these outside ap-
pliances, every public building should be furnished with
abundint and easgy means of escape from the iuside, for, let it
he well understood that Hilditeh came 1o bis end before any
succour from the exterior could possibly have reached him. If
hie had had a ladder in the hotel, he might have been saved,

We are nat of these who would seek to make seape-goats of
public servants in agrent calamity.,  We believe that the
Fire Brigude performed their duty with heroism and intelli-
gence. Indeed, as Councillor Stephiens well observed &t the
City Council on Monday night, any one viewings the com-
paratively triding damage 0 that larse building cnn have
some conveption of the great work wiich the firemen did on
the occnsion,  Rut if the Brigade is
the Fire Committees of formor v

sanparatively blameless,

ears must e chatred  with
ignorance and supineness. No man should serve on the Fire
Committee who knows nothing abaat fires or is unwilling to
give all his attention te the demands of bis st

At ek
Finawce Comumitten, it has no right {0 sitin Judement ou the
demands of the Fire Cimnitter, and pare down SVEEY Apnro-
priation demanded by just one half, 1t did thiz, at its last
meeting, and must answer therefor to The Fire
Committee asked for two stewn fire Finance
Committee acvorded only oue. The

the people,
engines; the
Fiee Committee asked

for several fireeescapes; the Finavce Committee cranted ouly

The Fire Commi

Gize,

tee asked for fonr thonsanid foot of hoge «

the Fiaance Committes allowed ey twa thousand.  This
tocks very much like tam-foolers, Ms

oy s and cin be no
object when there is question of the Hves and prroperty of the
city. The Fire Committer makos these demunds, Bot for the
pleasure of apending mwoney, hut Leoause they think the
articles are Imperatively demanded, aud the genthamosn com.
1

grutlermen of the Finsnes

posing that fmportant Cormnmittee are botter able to
the wants of the city than the
Committ We trnst this contest betwien the two Com.
mittees will be thoroughly sifted.

2 of

THE MAGAZINES.

The reader of Thackery, on glancing over the table of con-
tents of the current uumbsr of Lopinesrts Muagazine, will at
once tarn to a paper on 4 Grey Friars,” by an old Cistercian,
in which the writer pleasantly discourses of the old buildings
Ixing in the heart of London, which are conseerated by the
shade of Col, Neweome,  We are given, at soch length as a
wnnzine article will allow, & bistory. of the old charter-
house—now, alas, no wore as it was in Thackeray's day, for
the school has been moved to Godalming— with an aecount
of the «institutions” of the estuidlishfient, many of which
date as far back ag the days of the foundgr, Thomas Sutton,
Dr. Wood contributes a very  valfiable paper on % Medical
Expert Evidence,” in which he comments severely upon the
general dgnorance of toxicology and medien) jurisprudence
prevalent minong members of the faculty in the Uuited States,
ared apun the careless manner i which anulyses are usnally
condneted in cases of supposed poisoning.  He cites as in-
ktances where this carelezsniess was more particulurly glaring,
the Wharton-Ketchum and Wharton-Van Ness censes, in both
of which he shows the ovidenes for the prosceution to have
been miseraldy weak,  He sigeests that o mixed comnminsion
of lawyers aud eminent. medienl juristx could hardly fail to
devise some practical remedy tor the existing state of things,
and cites us worthy of example the system in use jn Prussia,
which has resulted in giving that country the best body of
medical experts in the world, Under the title of The
Mystery of Mussabielle,” is given, in narrative form, the his.
tory. of the miracilous shrine at Lourdes. Mr.- Black's
“Princess of Thule," is continned, and forms one of the

jreatest nttragtions of thismngaaine: Rebecen Harding Davis

Maxren 29, 1873.

commences A new serial, with the title «
promises well,  With “the oxception of Hjalmar Hjorth
Boyesen’s « Glaciers of Paradiae,” nnd the second paper on
“The Roumi tn Kabylia,” there is little else worthy of kpecial
remark.  In the latter paper the writer makes o stateiment
which we cannot pass over in silence, « Franee he Stlj’ﬂ
“imitates England’s sanguinary policy in her trentuient 0"
rebellions  and semi-civilized tribes,” Without altogether
denying the truth of the statement, we must confess it is in-
tensely rich, coming as it does from a citizen of the Great
Republie, whose fostering care of her gwy « rebellions and
semi-civilized tribes ™ hax passed into a proverl,

The feature of Seribner's this month is Saxe
“The Elders Wife,” a seqnel to Draxy Miller's Dowpy a
tender, touchingly beautiful tale, which stands at the hend of
all the current Heerature of its kind which has uppeared dur.
ing the past twelve months, By the side of it, such stufl ng
“CMartin Lea's Story,” and « Phe Automaton Far make buy
a shabby appearance.  The number opens with an illustrated
paper entitded ¢ Among the ernbncks,” in which the writl’-r

gives 4 very graphic account of the workings of the . 8
This is followed by o deseription—.

lh:rrytnwn,” which

Holw's story,

Cuarrency Department,
alse illustrated--of Moscow and Southern Russia, by Fung Dean
Proctor, with whose writiugs the readers of Seribne-'s nre al.
ready familiar.  © An Emperor's Vacation at Vichy," will be
read with interest by all—be they admirers or ot of the
mysterious man of Sedan, Twoother iltustrated artieles buth
possessing great interest for the general reader, are m:‘( on
Clara Louise Kellogg, and that on v An Ancient Awmerican
Civilization,” with pictures of Peruving antiquities. © Arthar
Bonnicastle ™ is continued, and I'rof. Atwater contributes an
able paper on “ Needed Modifications of our Curreney s
Banking System.”  George Macdonald has in this

issun
another of Novalis’ Spiritual Songas,

BOOKS, &c., RECEIVED,
Hattam's Constitationad Histary of Finsrinad,
New York: Harper & Bros, Mantreal: nowaon Fron.

Turning Point< (u {10, By the Hev, Fredepiel Arngld,
Yurk: Harper & Bros. Mosttreal: Dawson Bros,

Studenty Sarge.,
New

lotes and Ouevies,

ANl Communications infended for this Column must he ad
dressed to the Falitor, and endorsed + Notes and Quorfog.””

19. Prymoutn Beetages —Can any of vour veadors pive e
any information regarding the origin and 1
known as Plymouth Brethren?

se of the seey

F.
20, Omety.—What countryman iz the person whose father
wis French, his mother German, and who was baor o the
present gite of Brownsville, whiie that place By in the djs-
prted territory between the United States and Mexico?
W,
2t Hang-Lip—Persons having o split and puckered Hpper
Lip are said to be haredipped.  Thev sy simifarty fn Froneh
bre d- ldere.  Asg there is only the slichtest resanidano b
tween this deformity and the Inbial formation of the hare,
may not the fancy be traced back ta some of the ol lemches of
sntiquity, just as the absanl astronomical xigns which are
preserved to this day ? 1 wonder 3o harestippead 7 conld uo
be found fu Hippoerates or Galen

QUERy,
13, Notv Losr wer Goang DBerone —This saving oricinat.d
with St. Cyprinn, who says: ¢ Serrm noa eos asarti, sed prov-
sl I know that they are not lost but sent Lefore,

L.
Ovr Laoy —Thix manner of addressing the wother of the
Saviour is derived clearly from the azes of chivaley. 1o the
enrlier Latin fathers fomin: is said not to be foand : neither
does ttoccur among the Greeks, whose epithets were alwavs
coupled with the idea of virginity a Jivine maternity,  Curls
ously enongh we say io English oy- Lady, and the French
Netre Daume, while the Halinns &ay Madonna; or, My Lady
Sepers

S1ze or ANcieNT Axp Monmny Mes —Inoreply to the jetis
on thix subject which we copled last week from Lond and
Water, another corcerpomdont writes ;8 Nig,——Yorr corres-
pondent, ¢ Lilliput* is deubtless right in the main in hLis
assertion that © the men of the carliost times were staller in
limb and shorter in stature than the men of the present day)’
But let me remind him that inerense of physival strougth
doex not necessarily accompany increags of stature, 5 foot §
inches bring the height wost favourable to the full dovelop.
ment of muscular power,  Perhaps he will, bowever, perinit
e to supplement his argumsents by calling atteution o the
superior diet of men of our own duy, ax compared with that

. which prevailed in former titnes ;- and botter feeding of neces-
sity brings with it better blood, brains, and musenlac fibre,
lelieving, ns 1 do, in the overwhelming importance of nerve-
curpent, and having always found that, other things being
cqual, the strong man with cultured brains will beat the man
with cqual strength but less culture in an athlotic stengpte, 1
cannot but hold the general advance of education in modern
days to have given this generation physically an immense
advantage over any of those which preceded them U-‘"h!o..fﬁ
all this, we enjoy better ventitated houges and fwproved sanj-
tary arrangements, On the other han:d, it cannot bat be
admitted that the ndvance of medical science has saved many
weakly constitutions from early ddeath, and so caabled them
to. become parents; in this respect, therefore, the doctors
have probably done harm to the general physical «.-xm:ull«'ncc
of their contemporaries ¢ Lilliput’ dwells upon the inf iences
to be drawn from the ancient armour, of which spreimens
have been preserved to us,  No donbit this is important, l.-u%
it is not quite true that there were no Cmedigval ginuts!
Setting aside the ponderous helmets of the K nights of .\Iul_m,
which are on view in the eathedral in that island, but wluyh
in all'probability never sheltered a human hend, we must still
recall to mind the full suit of nrmour preserved in the Louvre,
and: which belonged to Francis I, of France, -1 should be
afraid, speaking -only from recollection, to say what the sta-
ture of the wearer of that armour must have been; but, at
any rate, he wak a.man of tenty gigantic proportiong”




