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0. D. ON DISINTEGCRATION,

Bro. O. D. is after us on organization. Who he
can bo woare unable to sco.  But wo should judge,
by the careful reading of his lettor, that O. D. is
intended for Odd Disciple, His interpretntion of
L. Cor, xii:12 (the passage we gave in our former
letter) is tho oddest Bible oxcgesis we over saw.
Whe but O. D. wonld ever suppose that becauso
thoe apostlo was talking about spiritual gfts in that
chapter, that he was not also showing the unity and
combined organized coundition of the Body of Christ?

Let the reader turn to that chaptor and read from
the twelfth to the twenty-seventh verse, and seo if
he does not agree with every commentator oxtant,
that the Apostle isshowing the relation and union of
the members of the Church of Chnist by the natuial
body, that each member sustaina the samo relation
to each other as do the members of our body.
MacKnight, in his notes on this passage, says:
**The apostle ntimated to the Curinthians that
what he had said coucerning the order, the situa-
tion, and the office of tho members of the huwan
body and the umion which sv®1ists among thewm,
and the caro which they have for each other, wore
all applicable to the wembers of tho Church of
Christ.” Clark, in his comments, says: ¢ Though
the human body has many members, aud though
it be composed of a great variety of parts, yot it is
but one entire system, every part and all the
members being necessary to the integrity and com-
pletoness of tho whole.  Su is the church, the
Body of Christ.” With this agree all the com-
mentators, Can we wonder that our Brother, in
the light of theso facts, and against the education
of the world, saying that tho apostle had no refer-
ence to organization, would sign himself 0, D.?

He says theroe is no forco in what we said in
regard to tho inconsistency of those who oppose
the Y. P, C. E. and at tho same time faver the
Sunday school. e notice that there was force
enough in it to bring out the admission that those
who favored the Sunday school violated their own
principles. To avoid the force of the inconsistency
he is compelled to class the Suuday school with
other societies and call them all ‘“absurdities.”
Let those who oppose socioties make a note of this,
and understand this now, that to be consistent
and to avoid absuidities they must, according to
Q. D.’s adwnissicn, oppose the Sunday school.

It is niot necessary for us to repeat our position
relative to the sccietics being a betier condition of
church organization as al} that has been said against
it in O. D.’s reply is hia assertion that it is a
“groundless assumption.” This is logic (%) and
argument (1) that ie impossible for us to answer.

Now, we come to O. D. Disintegration, the
entire destruction of the church. He is not
satisfied in robbing us of the Sunday school, Lut
mwust take froin vs the church also. Read curo-
folly the following: ** We commit ourselves en-
tirely to apustolic precedent in ovangehzing, and
avoid all ¢ plans’ for which there is no *thus saith
the Lord.’” XNow, tell me if you over saw any-
thing more odd from a Disciple? With this view
it weuld ko impossible for a church to exist.
Where would we meet to worship? We have no
““thus eaith the Lord™ for building meeting
houges. Then, again, what tume in the day will we
meot. Where can we get a *“ thus saith the Lord”
for the hour to meet? What will we sing out of
as we have no authority for singing bouks 7 What
kind of dishes would wo huve at the Lord’s table,
wood or clay? What attitude at tho table, sitting
or veclining? What kind of lighta? What kind
of stoves? Aund what about many other things
that are absolutely necessary in order to worship,
and without which it would be impossible to sus-

this anti-plan idea is, as wo aaid in our formor let-
ter, anti-soriptural, anti-salvatior and anti-church,
Wo aro aafe in saying that if Br . O. D. is n wor-
shippor of tho Lord he does it by ways and plans
for which he has no apostolic precedent or ¢ thus
saith the Lord,” Here is seen again that wondor-
ful jewol, consistency, condemning othors for the
very things of which we are guilty, How plainly
wo can seo tho wisdom of our great Teacher in His
lesson on beams and motes.

Qur Brother is afraid wo are sipping a little of
the Babylonish wine. I confess this woeuld be bad,
but what is still worso is the drinking of something
strongor than wine, for then wo get into such an
unfortunate condition that we think everybody are
stageering and going wrong.

In reading the following, “Thore is no longer
that uuity and fraternal feeling which characterized
Disciples of our Lord years »go” we concluded O
J did not enjoy his company; that he must be
among a poor claes of Disciples, He ought to
como down to our Provinces and we will make him
bappy. One annnal meeting like wo had at West-
port or like tho late snnual at B ston would change
his views in regard to the love and unity of the
Disciples. Nevor were wo more united, and never
woro there a more fraternal feeling among us, and
it is growing better all tho time. Greater success
ig attonding our labors, We are having a greater
harvest of souls than ever before. This year has
beon the greatest year in the history of the Church
of Christ. Such results as we are having all over
the harvest field were never heard of before, Every
interest in church work is growing. If our Bro. 0.D.
is living whero the Disciples are gotting worse and
losing their firat love, he better move out, because
that diseaso is contagious, and there is a dauger of
loaing his lifo.

A word more to our readers, and we will then dis-
miss this subject. The fact must be apparent to all
that this opposition to the great and grand work
being dune among us, and this looking on *he dark
side of the work are more from tho constitution of
our nature than from principle. There are those
in life who, from their childhood days, have been
taught and trained to see ghosts, and witches, and
giants, and dragons where really there are none,
They are ever on the sharp lookout for these ter-
rors, Such fearful imaginations will produce the
nightmare, when we will be troubled with these
spectral visitors. 1t is quite impossible to change
this dark, and gloomy, and dismal nature after it
is once established. Lamb admits that what he

lcarned in his childhood from his foolish nurse

never left him, so that ‘¢ night-time, solitudo, and
the dark, were his hell.”

Our lives should be benedictions of love, joy
and peace, and when we come to a supposed evil
not to fall over it, but if we can’t remove it. go
around it, and go on our way rejoicing. H. M.

GOVERNIENT,

Government is the instrument by which socioty
is regulated. It is the head of an adwinistration.
It is to society what the mind is to the individual,
It is o8 rational to believe that it is expedioent for
man to be minus mind as itis for society to exist
without government. It is imposeible, therofore,
for us to imagine a timoe when thers was no govern-
ment, A desire for social regulations is bora with-
in overy individual, and moreover if it were not so
ho would not bo a man. Man cannot create a
desire for government—nascitur non fit. Seceing,
then, that a desire for harmony, union und regula-
tion is born within every individual, or given to him
fromn above, it is necessary that it be carried out
according to its design. I have made the mind of
the individual analogous to the government of any
society, and in my opinion it is sn apt aualogy.

‘ain tho work and worship of God? To acoené ] The mind controls tho actions of overy member of

the body, and, as governmont, has three-fold
functions to perforrn—logislature, judicature andad-
ministration. The mind formulates the lawa which
aro to covern the actions, it sits in judgment upon
the fulfilment of thoso lawa and eevs they are
carried into effoct. Mind has Leen given to refleot
an image of God and to regulate tho sctions of the
individual, Government has been ordained o
reflect an image of God and regulate the actions of
society, As the truo aim of the mind is for the
regulation of the welfare of the individual, so the
true aim of government should be to promote the
wolfare of the socioty or Lo do the most good to the
many.

All forms of government havo arisen from the
conception of a univireal ruler, and here I may
stato that the principlo of order and harmony in
apy organic union is a strong proof of a universal
king or Jehovah,

But of all forms of government nov one has been
proved to meet the wants of all classes, Thoro is
av porfect systom, bocause the underlying principles
are false. The only true basis of government ia an
appeal to reason, and that government only shall
be lasting which in its action consults the intelli-
goence or reason and receives a corresponding sub-.
wission from society. The same result may be
obtained by force, but force, while it quells, does
aot pacify. Force does not appesl to the conse-
quences of men, but compels it to submission.

Henco all governments of tho past ages have
fallen, as thoy bave not satisfied the demands of
each individual. Christ’s kingdom fnlfils all the
conditions of a lasting rule. Tt is founded on
reason. Love is the dominant principle of the
legislature, the judicature and the administration,
There are inculcated in the heart of each member
such principles as cannot be faulted. It is opposed
in its principles to all human governments. Tove
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, pray for them that despite-
fully vse you. Could any such principles fail to
w'n the approval of its worst enemies, Christ’s
government has within itsclf the means of its own
perpetuation. It is the little stone that will fill
the whole world. The principle of growth is given
to every member of this government and each one
frames from it the law of his action in society, for
it is founded on right, reason and love. Let me
contrast the two forms of government by an illus-
tration that just now comes to my notice.

An Ohio farmer recently died, leaving eleven
children and s tract of land valued at ten thousand
dollars.  Beforo his death ho deeded the property
to one of his sons,

After the funeral, the ten children discovering
that they could not share in their father’s eatate,
consulted a lawyer, who told them how useless it
was to begin a legal contest and advized them to
consult with the lucky brother. The advice being
heeded, tho lawyer, his clients and the brother met
to talk matters over. The brother produced the
deed and tore it into shreds. ‘I will take my
shate,” he said, **and you may divide the rest
among yourselvesr,”

When the excitement, caused by the unexpected-
ness as well as the generosity of the act had sub-

gided, tho lawyer took the brother aside and asked
for an explanation.

“Tam a Christian,” said this noble brother, in
deed a8 woll as in blood, **and I could not endure
the thought of leaving my brothers and sisters with
no sharo in our father's estato.” The law of Christ
was written on that brother’s heart. The law of
reason was in his soul, aud part of his soul and
of auch 13 Christ’s government composed. The
legislavuro is by love, the judicature is by love snd
the administration is by love. May God hasten
the day when such a law is written in our hearts,
when all mankind shall bow before its author,
which islove, aud recognize no other guiding prinei~
plo thau this: Thou shalt love thy God with all thy
niind,and with all thy soul and with a)} thy atrength,
ang thy neighbor as thy self, =S,




