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Fanciful Animal Remedies in
Pharmacy.

—

BY P L. SIMMONDS, F. L. §.

In the present day Hygeia entrusts her
reputation, and the safety of invalids
chicfly to vegetableandmineral substances.
But it has been well observed if seience is
reserved in the employment of animal
substances in the Pharmacopewin, ignor-
ance and credulity have given full flight
to their fancy in many countries. ¢ Fools
have rushed in where angels feared to
trend.”  Especinlly is this the case in the
Chinese Empire, where animal substances
enter extensively into the remedies of the
doctor. The following are reliable state-
ments, published in connection with the
pharmaceutical collections shown by the
Chinese Jmperial Maratime Customs at
different international exhibitions.

The gall bladder of the bear is prescrib-
edifor affections of the liver and ophthal-
mia. They fetch about 32.50 cach. The
cow bezoar is considered a sedative and
tonic, and cow’s gall cxpectorant, Glue
made from asses’ hidds: is a tonic for the
liver and kidneys, ahd stimulant.  Glue
from tigers’ bones is also tonic, that made
from buflulo hides is considered sedative.

Musk is used-as a-stimulating and anti-
spasmodic medicine, and pills made of musk
and Barus camplior, etc., covered with wax,
are considered sedative and mildly expec-
torant. Portions of a tiger’s skull are ad-
ministered in typhoid fever, ague and
rheumatic headiche, and are also given to
a person who has been bitten by @ mad dog
to prevent hydrophobin.

The horns of a small species of untelope
are given as a cooling medicine, and sup-
posed to cure inflammation of the lungs
and liver. They range from 80 cents
each to $180 a picul or 1] ewt. A gela-
tine made by boiling down young deer
horns is given as a tonic, but this costs
3500 the picul. Tn some years 600 pairs
of these horns are secured. The horns
broken and boiled to the consistency of
jelly are also given as a stimulant in
nervous ailments, for spermatorrhaa and
leucorrhaa. The horns sell at S5 a pair.

Adccoction of the shavings of rhinocer-
os horns is taken in fever, small-pox, oph-
thalmia, huemoptysis, cte. These horns
of the Sumatrian and Siamese rhinoceros
imported from Signapore, cost 324 per
horn. But it is not only the quadrupeds
which are utilized in Chinese pharmacy,
the bimaua also contribute their quota in
the genus howo.

Dricd human placenta is considered
tonic in consumption, and can be bought
at $2.50 each.

Dried human urine is given in pulmon-
ary complaints, and is said to possess de-
mulcent propertics.  Taken internally it
is supposed to cure debility and as o lotion
is good for weak or sore eyes.  Egys boil-
ed in boys' urine arc also considered very
steengthening.  Dried urine seems to be
cheap, since it only fetches $7 a picul.
Another prescription is boys’ urine, gvp-
sum and-dew mixed, and stirred with a

piece of mulberry wood. 'This process is
gone through several times,  The result-
ing deposit is put on paper, with lime un-
derneath, and is dried in the sun, Tt is
then powdered, put into a small pot with
water and evaporated to deyness. Tt is
given in phthisis, gonorrhaa and sperma-
torrhwen, and also used as salt with rice!
The price is 20 cents a catty or pound.

What is known as n “medicine stone,”
is n stone ronsted and afterwards put into
the urine of a child. After having gone
through the process seven times, the stone
is dried and powdered, and the powder is
applied to ulcers and opacities of the cor-
nea.  This medicine stone costs £3.20 per
catty or pound.

The skin of the common hedgehoy is
sold for 50 cents and decocted for pulimon-
ary complaints and made into pills for
cutancous discases.

The sca-horse (Hippocampus), used as a
stimulant, fetches $200 to 2500 the picul.

The lining membrane of the gizzard of
the common fowl, peeled off and dnied, is
sold §38 to 847 the-piend. Tt is prescrib-
ed in dyspepsia, diwrchwea, spermatorrhaa
and urinary disorders. That of the male
bird is used for preparing the drug for fe-
male paticnts and vice versa.

Snakes and reptiles play a prominent
part in medicine in China.  Dried lazards
are sold at 10 cents the pair.

Suake skin is administered for small
pox, and used as a carminative. The
skins cost $1.20 each.  They ave also be-
lieved to relieve itching in skin discases
and applied to piles and fistula,  Salted
scorpions are given in small-pox. The
price of these is §43 per picul.

A tincture of scorpions, much vaunted
for its mimculous effects, is given as a
diaphoretic for rheumatisim, paralysis and
ague. The priceis a dollara pound for
the salted scorpions. Dried toads are
tonic and sudorific, but they can be had
as cheap as 2 cents each.

The under shell of the land turtle being
considered strengthening and stimulant,
is administered in decoction to the old and
weak. Made into glue, itis givenas a
tonic, and sells at 3400 the picul of 1}
cwt.

The scales of the amadillo are adminis-
tered for cutancous diseases, and are
worth from §75 to 890 the picul. The
seales of the ant-cater are used in vheuma-
tism and to hasten eruption in small-pox.
They sell at £1.50 a pound.

Lecches are not used alive, but a decoc-
tion, either in water or spirity of dricd
leeches is taken as a purgative, and is ap-
plied outwardly to bruises, etc. Reduced
to powder in spirit it is given in abdom-
inal tumors cte. They feteh 310 a picul.

Edible bird nests’ are, of course, in high
repute as aphrodisines, but they are more
food articles than medicines.

"The shells of the mollusea are used me-
djciually, thus clam shells are cathartic;
oyster shells administered for deafness.
Tossilized shells are used asa powder in
ophthalmia and scabies ; internally in fev-
crand insyphilis. Coralisalso applied in

powder to opacities of the cornes, und ng
an astringent for epitaxis,

Sced pearls are preseribed in affections
of the heart and liver; in the form of a
powder to uleers, and opacities in the cor-
nea ; in deafness it is putinto the interior
of the ear, and is applied to pustules of
small.pox.  This remedy is, however,
dear, being quoted at S160 the catty or
pound.

Petrified crabs are applied to boils and
sores, ete.  Fragments of these fossil erabs
crushed, powdered and finely levigated ave
used in opacities and others allections of
the cyes and sell at from 330 to $300 «
picul in different localitics.

If we pass to the lower order of insccts,
we find the skins of the dung beetle
fetch £3 the ewt. formedicine. The flesh
flies (Musca Carnivora) collected on put-
rid carcasses are torrefied and employed
as drugs. Maggzots ave preseribed in the
delivium of fever and dysentery. Silk
worms in cystitis ; after being burnt the
ash is mixed with wine and drunk, in or-
der to cause the bursting of abscesses.

The Jarva of the grasshopper, torrefied
and pulverized, made into pills, are consid-
cred anthelmintic and given to children
in fevers.

Wood bugs (Cimex) are also torrefied
and given as medicine. The bodies of
ciada sanguinolinta, with the wings and
feet taken off, are considered a cure in
hydrophobia.

Caterpillars ave considered good for
bronchial compluints ; are given as a pur-
gative and antispasmodic, and are appar-
ently cheap, selling at S0 the picul. The
cocoons of a caterpillar -are applied in in-
flammation of the eyes.

A decoction of centipedes is used in
gonorrhwa ; powdered they are applied
externally to vencreal sores, but it costs
S150 a picul.

Cantharides are used in hydrephobia,

Cuttlefish bone, mixed with native
wine, is given for cancer.

A species of green mantis and its nests

- are used in cases of incontinence of urine

and spermatorrhaa. The cricket forms
the basis of a medicine to throw out splin-
ters which have entered in to theskin. It
is considered antihydropic. Three orfour
such crickets are administered in a wine-
glassful of Chinese rice wine. The drone
or wasp is used in cases of hites by spiders,
uleers and Jeucorrhwa, It is said to cure
toothache.

But. while we may smile at most of
these Chinese remedics, it should be borne
in mind that as great ignorance prevailed,
and as much prejudice existed among our-
selves in times not long passed, before
chemical knowledge and scientific discov-
cries had made such rapid strides.

Take for instance the following asserted
facts :

Had oune of aur ancestors a distressing
toothache, there were ready at hand: the
weevel and the lady-bird, cither of which
would be crushed and applied to the
afllicted part. Nay, did he wish to get

rid of the offending organ altogether,hie had
but to touch it with the ashes of bumnt
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