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IN the present day HIygeia entrusts ler
reputation, aid the safety of inivalidS
chielly to vegetableanid mineral substances.
But it lias been well observed if science is
reserved in the employmssent of animal
substatîces in the Plarmacopeit., ignor.
anee and credulity have givein full flighit
to their fancy ini mlîany countries. "Fools
have rislied in vierc angels feared to
trad." Especially is this the case in the
Chinese Empire, wlere animal substamces
enter extensively into tie renedies of the
doctor. The following are reliable state.
ments, published ina connection witih the
plharmnaceutical collections shown by the
Chinese înperial Maratime Custons at
different international exhibitions.

The gall bladder of the bear is prescrilh.
ed9or afteetions of the liver and ophthal.
mia. They fetch about $2.50 eai. The
cow bezoar is considered a sedative and
tonic, ad cow's gall espectorant. Glue
made froin asses' ui'cdès-.is a tonie for the
liver and kidieys, àid stimulant. Glue
fromt tigers' boues is also tonic, that mnade
fron buffldo hides is considered sedative.

Musk is usedias a-stimulatinîg and anti-
spasmnodic Imedicine, and pUIs made of mIsusk
and Barus camplior, etc., covered vith wax,
are considered sedative and mildly expec-
torant. Portions of a tiger's skull are ad-
inimstered in typhoid fever, ague and
rheumnatic headaclhe, and are also given to
a person who lias been bitten by a mad dog
to prevent hydrophobia.

The hsorns of a small species of antelope
are given as a coolinîg imedicine, and sup-
posed to cure inflamnation of the lungs
and liver. They range fron SO cents
eaci to $180 a picul or 1¾ cwt. A gela-
tine maade by boilinsg down young deer
horns is given as a tonic, but thtis costs
$500 the picul. Ini somIe yCars 600 pairs
of these horns are securcd. The horns
broken and boiled to the consistency of
jelly are also given as a stimulant in
nervous ailments, for spermatorrhoea and
leucorrhoea. The horns sell at $5 a pair.

A decoction of the shavings of rhinocer-
os horns is takeîn in fever, snall.pox, oph.
thalinia, ham.ioptysis, etc. These horns
of the Suimatrian and Siamnese riinoceros
imported fron Signapore, cost $24 per
horn. But it is not only tihe quadrupeds
which are utilized in Chinesc pharmnacy,
the bimnana also contribute tieir quota in
the genus homo.

Dried huimn placenta is considered
tonic in consumption, and can be bought
at $2.50 each.

Dried humsant urine is given in puliom-
ary coniplaints, and is said to possess de-
imulcent properties. Taken internally it
is supposed to cure debility and as a lotion
is good for weak or sore eyes. Eggs boil-
ed in boys' uarinîe arc also coIsidered very
strengthening. Dried urine seemus to bc
cheap, sinice it only fetches $7 a picul.
Another prescription is boys' urine, gyp
suni and-dew mnixed, and stirred witi a

piece of mnulberry wood. Tiis process is
gone throu.gi several tisîes. Thte resuit-
ing deposit, is put, on paper, with lise ui-
derieath, and is dried in tise sun. It is
tihen pow'dered, put into a smîail pot, with
water and evaporated to dryness. It is
given ii plthisis, gonlorrihoea and spte.î:i.
torrlhaa'a, and also used ms sait with rice'
Tise price is 20 cents a catty or pousd.

What is known as IL " mnedicine ston,"
is a stone roasted and afterwards put inito
tihe urine of a child. After iaving gone
tlirough the process seven timies, tihe stone
is dried and powuered, and the powder is
applied to uicers and opacities of the cor-
inea. Titis inedicine stonîe costs $3.20 per'
catty or pouid.

Tie skin of tihe conmmon iedgelog is
sold for 50 cents and decocted for plumson-
ary coiplaints and malade into pills for
cutaneous diseases.

The sea-iorse (Hippocampus), used as a
stimulant, fetchses $200 to $500 the picul.

The lining iimembrane of tise gizzard of
tihe commuion fowl, peeled off and dried, is
sold $38 to $47 tie-piei. It is prescrib-
ed in dyspepsia, diarrica, spernatorrhioea
and urinary disorders. That of the male
bird is used foi' prepar:ig the drug foir fe.
iale patients and vice versa.

Siakes and reptiles play a promsinent
part iii medicine in China. Dricd lizards
are sold at 10 cents the pair.

Snake skin is administered for sinall
pox, and ised as a carminative. The
skins cost $1.20 eaci. They are also be.
lieved to relieve itchaing in skii discases
and applied to piles and fistula. Salted
scorpions are given in smiall-pox. The
price of tihese is $45 per picul.

A tincture of scorpions, inucli vauited
for its miracuilous effects, is given as a
diaphoretic for rheumnatisim, paralysis and
ague. Tise price is a dollar a pound for
tihe salted scorpions. Dried toads are
toiic and sudorific, but they cai be had
as cleap as 2 cents aci.

The under shieil of tise land turtle being
considered strengthening- and stinmlant,
is administered in decoction to tihe old and
weak. Made into glue, it is given as a
tonic, and sells at $400 the picul of 1.l¾
cwt.

Tise scales of the amnadillo are adminis-
ter-ed for cutaneous diseases, and are
worth froin $75 to $90 the picul. The
.scales of the ant-cater are used in rlieunma-
tism ancd to iasten eruption in sniali.pox.
Tley sell at $1.50 a pound.

Leecies are not used alive, but a decoc-
tion, either in 'water or spirit, of dried
leecies is taken as a purgative, and is ap-
plied outwardly to bruises, etc. Reduced
to powder in spirit it is given in abdoni
iial tuiors etc. Thtey fetch $10 a picul.

Edible bird nîests' are, of course, in higli
repute as aplirodisincs, but they are more
food articles tlan imedicines,

The shells of the moillusca are used mile.
dicinîally, tius clam siells are cathartic ;
oyster siells administered for deafness.
Fossilizeid shells are used as a powder in
ophsthainiia and scabies; internally in fer-
er aud in syphilis. Coral is also applied in

powder to opacities o! the corniea, and as
an stringent for epitaxis.

eed pearls are prescribed in affections
of tihe leart and liver ; in tihe for-m of a
powder to ulcers, and oplacities in the cor-
ina ; in deafiess it is putinto the iiterior'
of tise car', and is applied to pustules of
Siiall.pox. This reimedy is, however,
dear, beinig quoted at $160 the catty or
poutnd.

Petrified crabs aire applied to boils and
sores, etc. Fragments of these fossil erabs
cruamslhed, powdered and fincly levigated are
used in opacities and others alTections of
the eyes and sell at. fromn $30 to $300 a
picul in difflerent localities.

If we pass to the lower order of insects,
we find tihe skiis of tise dunlg beetle
fetcli £3 the ewt. for medicine. Tite flesh
dies (Jfisca Carnirora) collected on put-
rid carcasses are torretied and emnployed
as drugs. Maggots arc prescribed in the
delirium of fever antmd dysentery. Silk
worms in cystitis ; after being burit the
ash is mmixed w'ith winle and drunk, in or-
desr to cause tihe burstiig of abscesses.

Tie larva of the grassiopper, torreied
and pulverized, maade ito pUis, are consid-
ered antheinintic ant given to children
in fevers.

Wood bugs (Cime.) are also torrefied
aid given as mnedicine. The bodies of
ciada samnguiiolinta, with tihe wimigs and
feet taken off, arc considered a cure in
Isydrophobia.

Caterpillars are considered good for
broichuial comiplaints ; are given as a pur-
gative and antispasnodic, and are appar-
ently cheap, selling at G thge picul. The
cocoons of a caterpillar are applied in in-
flaimination of tihe eyes.

A decoction of centipedles is used in
gonorrima ; powdered they are applied
externally to venereal sores, but it costs
$150 a picuil.

Cantharides are used in hydrcplobia.
Cuttlefishs bone, mîixed with native

wine, is given for cancer.
A species of green mantis and its nests

are used in cases of incontinence of urine
and spermatorrhoea. The cricket foris
the basis of a mnedicine to throw outsplin-
ters which have entered in to theskin. It
is considered antihydropic. Three or.four
such crickets are adlmiinister-ed ini a wine-
glassful of Ciiiese rice wine. Tihe droie
or wasp is used in cases of hites by spiders,
ulcers and leucorrsaua. It is said to cure
toothacle.

But vhile we mnay simule at Imîost. of
tiese Chinese reiedies, itshould be borne
in mind that as great ignorance prevailed,
and as msuhels prejudice existed among our-
selves in timtes not long passed, before
chemilcal knmowvledge aid scientific discov-
cries hiad inade such impid strides.

Talce for inistaice tise following asserted
facts:

ltad une of our ancestors a distressing
toothaclhe, thcre -wore ready at handi tise
weevel and tise lady-bird, either of vhici
w'ould be cruslied and applied to tie
afflieted part. Nay, did lue vish to get
rid of tihe offending organ altogether,e band
but to touch it will tihe ashes of burnit

Sepltenller, 1891.


