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explored severnl hundred tniles of the const.  In
1497-8, John and Schastine Cabot discovered New:
foundland, and navizated a considerable part of the
coast of Nosth Awmenca. In ten years afler Co-
lumbus hud first et foot on Amencan soil, the
vast length of the continent from Nosth o South,
had been traced by Eutopeans.

Before tho carliest of these dates, the Vencetiaus
appear to have known sowething of habitable
regions in the West.  The West lndia Islamds are
marked in maps publishad at Vemee i 1428 It
hias loug Leen kuown atso, that records of Ameri-
can duscovery exumted aznonget the cuniors remains
of the old northern literatute which engages the
tesearches of antiquanes in Denmark and Sweden;
sud fiom which our Auglo-Saxun lustory is yct!
to derve anporiant contnbutions.  Sume account
of these reconts were published in 1837 by the
Royal Soctety of Antiquanes at Copcnha-.;cn.'
Aud the compiler of that work has receatly write
ten a shast aketch on the subject for more extens
sive circulation wiuch comes 1o us through lhe'
press of the United States.

Before laymg betore our readeis the the partics|
ulars of these catly discoveries, it may be proper,
to stale onc of two facts regarding the ongn of,|
theee foctanders,  Icclund, now an appendage of
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he vamed Hellland 3 Nova Scotia, which he
named Markland ; and New England, which he
nunted Vineland,

fi 1096, Thorfin Karlsefue a distinguished Tee-
lander, visited Greenland and matried a grand-
danghter of Erik the Red. The following ycar
accompanied by his wife, and 160 mea on board
three vessels, he set sail for Viveland where he re-
mained three years, and had many communicatious
with the Aborigines.

The nautical, geographical, and astronomical
observations recorded in the ancient documents,
from which these facts ure gathered, are #3id to
place the situation of the countries visited beyond
all question,  The iotices of the soil, climate, and
productions, are also said to be characteristic.
New England was by them named Vineland, from
the vine growing wild there, And it may be
asked, what could the natives of Iceland know of
the vine? This is explained in the record, where
it is stated that a German, named Tyrka, who acs
companied Leif, recognised the wild vines, from
having scen them in his nativeland, It is pointed
out as a remarkable coincidence, that the Euglish
discoverers named the large jslands off the coast of
New England, Martha’s Yineyard.

'Tius carries with cestainty five hundred years

the crown of Denmatk, 1s a large wsland in the, back of Columbus ; and is perhaps more curious
Notthern Ocean, an the bonler of the Arctic Circle. than useful. It does not 2id us at all in our en-
Barley 1s the only gran that can be raised.  Very quines after the source of the Aborigines; and it
fow vogetables can be rased to pesfection, so that, throws no light on the question, were the ancients

its inhalutants depend chiely on the fish of the
surrounthing scas for the means of sustenance. It
was discovered by a Duecin 853, A colony of
Norwegians was commenced n 874, many of
whom belonged to the nost cavilzed families of
the North. There, on a stern tce-bound roch of
the ocean, a flounishing repudlic was established.
Under shelter of sts free institations, lstemture and
the arta ficd before the sullen barbarity which

at all acquainted with this continent 3 Therc is,
as our readers are probably aware, some faint al-
tusivns which are sufficient to provoke discussion
on this sulrect.  Scveral authors, Greck and Ro-
an, have described a large island of somantic
beauty, called Atlantes—far to the west in the
Atlautic occan.  What they say of the island, is
manmifestly fictitions ; but what gives an appear-
ance of actual knowledze to their mention of the

REASON AND REVELATION: or the Reli-
gion, Philosophy, and Civilization of the Ane
cient. Heathen, contrasted - with Chti-tin\ity,
and its legitimate consequences. By the Rev.
Joux JxnninGs, United Presbyterinn Church,
Toronto, ‘Lotonto: J. Cleland, 1852,

This is the title of o tract republished from the
Canadian Presbyterian Magazine, written by the
able and excellent editor of that journal. We
have plensore in spenking of the ability with which
it is written, and, in expressing our confidence in
the sincerity of ths author’s desire to do good,
And yet he will bear with s when we question
the adaptation of fus tract %o accomplish his end.
His object 19 to counteract the vuin philosophy
which sims at the depreciation of Christianity by
extoliing the * intellectuality and refinement of the
pre-Christian era.”” To accomplish this, be cone
trasts the religion, philosophy, and civilisation of
the Ancients, with Christianity in its universal
adaptation to the spintual, moral, and physical
condition of man, In discussing these points, Mr.
Jennings brings out much truth, aud important
truth, yet the impression of his arguments, s &
whole, 1s 1n-many respacts unsatisfactory, since it
seems to place the gospel on & low and dissdvan
tageous grouad, by, condescending to try it as one
of a number of conflicting systems in the world,
although it is proved 1o be the bestof them, the
gospel 13 dishonoured by an appeal to the gonesal
state of society in so-called Christian lands, for the
proof of its efficacy. Christinnity iteelf takes its
own position singly and alone, as revealing.the
only name given uader heaven, or ansong men,
whereby they can be saved. And. instesd of ace
cepling of the compliments that are offefed by thase
who look to its temporal bencfits, in the saveliorsted
condition of these nations where it bes been
preached, it turns & look of as withering condem-
nation upou the more refined wickeddess, and the
more polished infidelity, of England and America,

overspread the rest of Europe—pricst and pope. 1sland itself, is, that they speak of an im
ndden—Iceland had its theological writers, its | continent, lyiug still farther beyond it,

hustorians and poets, when the rest of Eurepe hady  We must wait the farther developemants of his-
nothing better than monks, hermits, and ruffian | toncal and antiquanan research, to which several
soldiers.  Reduced tiryt by Norway and afterwand unexplored nunes have recently been presented,
by Denmatk, 1t lost its indepeadence, but even the, Meanume we can see, and gratefully acknowledge
lower classes have not yet lost the lterary cleva- | the providential guidance of the more modern dis-
tion whuch charactesised therrongin, - Hardy fish-  coverers, by whoan a new world was opened up
ermen pense, criicise and relisn the clase re-; just atthe hme the auterests of scligton aad hu-

mains of anbiquity, and the traveller may find
s guide ot an 1n keeper who can converse with
him in elegant Latin.

Such were the people who led the way in trans-
stlanyc discovery,  As carly as 877 one of ther
adventunxis sanors obtaned a distant  view of the
mountains of Greenland.  In 983, but a few vears
after their own sctilemient was complete, Green-
land was visited by Enk the Red, who three years
afterwanls, planted a small Icelandic coleny on
s coast.  ‘Thus colony coatinued 1o advance oo
that sn 1124, & bishop’s sce was foundedd there,
which existal tor 300 years. Ona veoyage from
Greenland to lecland, in 956, & member of this
colony being driven out 10 sea, obtatned a first
sight of those portioas of Amenca, which by
countrymen afterwands visited.  Loif the fortunate
son of Enk.the Red, underiook = voyage of dis.
covery 1n 1000, and visited Newfoundland, which

manity needed, and just at the time when those
who could best use the gift, were ready to em-
brace it

NorTiERY ANTIQUITIES.—The Royal So-
ciety of Northemm Autiquaries, Copenhagen, are
abont to pubhish a new serics of Remams of the
Ol Laternture, alluded to above, which, it 15 ex-
pacted, wall throw great light on Brtish and 1rish
hustory.  The Socicty e subscriptions of one
guinea a-year, in return for which the works will
be forwarde) as published,

Z3* We wonld call atteation to a notice on oar
iast page, of the Quarterly Mecting of the Board
of the Regulac Baptist Missionary Socicty of Ca-
nada, to be held with the Boston church, near
Waterford, C.W. Arrangements are being made

as cver it directed to Tyre and Sidon, Sodom and
Gomorrah, The gospel isnot flattered by the tes-
timonies which the genius and worth of Newton,
Locke, Boyle, and LeClerc, pay to the parity and
and sublimity of its morals, and the elevation of
its aim. But if, as there is reasoa to believe, they,
with many athers of their class whose commenda:
tion of the soripturcs are often quoted, were
rejsctors of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ,
says to thein unequivocally, < he thut believ,
not, is condemned already,becanse be hath not
lieved on the narae of the only begotten Son of God,
They, and they alone are a practical proof of
the excellency of the Scriptures, who by under.
standing them, have been turned from darkness
light, ¢ T woulid make more account of the
mony of poor Joseph, the London idiot, than thes
of the illustrtous Newton or Locke”~eays &
and good man.

Mr. Jennings is the mos: Tomantic aod chi
rous of all the advocates of = graduml, but
mately complete clevatioe of the world, ander
present dispensation, and by existing i
talities, when, as he alleges, ¢ the earth isto
delivered 10 a great extent from the cusse, by
universa! evangelization of mankind.,” He

20 hold = public missionary meeting.

the good sense to perceive, and the candowr to




