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CURRENT TOPICS

ITH this number Tni BOOKSELLER AND STa-
TIONER cnters on its nineteenth volume. It
would, perhaps, be too premature for us to
make any definite announcement as to plans
for the coming years. Tur BOOKSELLER AND
StaTioNER Will be strengthened in various ways, while still
carrying on the policyit has udvocated in the past. Particular
attention will be paid to the various depart-
ments of store management, from which it
is hoped retailers will derive benefit. Adver-
tising, window and store displays and the
office will all receive regular attetion. More st. ss will be
Iaid on the outlying scctions of the bookseller’s business, such
as wall paper, pictures, picture-framing, ctc., and 1deas as to
new departments will be from time to time inscrted. The
scction devoted to books and book news will receive duc
attention, and booksellers will be guided as towhat books are
most saleable and what books arc leading the market. Our
column of best-selling books forms one of the most interesting
pages in the paper and should be helpful to every booksclier.
It is carefully compiled from month to month and the sum-
mary gives a fairly exact estimate of what the Canadian
public are reading.

A Foreword
for 1903

. . .

Booksellers all over the country announce an exceptionally
good holiday trade. A great deal of money was spent and
the bookstores and fancy goods stores
sccured & large proportion of it. A feature
was the increascd sale of well-bound stand.
ard books. In the cities, particularly, book-
sellers report the sale of numerous valusble sets, and apecial
and thin paper editions were largely in evidence. The sale of
current fiction was large, and illustrated gift books, such as
**An Old Sweetheart of Mine™ and *“ \Wanted: A Chaperon,”
sold in large quantities. Another feature was the esormous
demand for handsome art calendars. Large stocks were
cleancd out in short order. In thecities the old demand for
the ordinary calendars almost disappeared and, instend, art
calendars and art pictures of sll sorts took their place. There
was quite a demand for fancy stationery with crests and
monograms, possibly more than usual, while leather and
mctal goods had an cxcellent sale. Taken all in all, universal
satisfaction i8 expressed at the excellent volume of business
done during the holiday season.

Nollday Sales
Large

For the 56th time The Canadian Almanac has made its
appearance. Its growth has been contemporaneous with that
of the country it so exhaustively describes.
The first number, which appeared in 1847,
contained 104+ pages. The present issue has
expanded to 440 pages. All the old depart-
wments have been revised to date, and we have, as usual, the
Customs Tariff and the Post Oflice Directory, the ligts of banka,
schools, colleges, clergy and socictics, much needful military
information and the usual astronomigal tables, besides other
departments too numerous to mention. The Copp, Clark
Co. who are responmsible for thid valuable compendium,
deserve much credit for the able manner 1n which such a con-
fused mass of material has lcen collected and arranged in a
convenient form,

The Canadian
Almanac
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A correspondent has brought forward a suggestion on
which we hesitate to cxpress any definite opinion. It is to
the cffect that amalgamations of book-
sellers’ and stationers’ businesses with dry
gonds businesses in the towas and villages
= of Canada might be cffected with mutual
benefit to both parties. That is, hc would suggest that a
bookseller might with advantage enter into partnership with
a dry goods merchant, and, while each still took charge of his
own department, the general financial management of the
combined businesses would be controlled by the firm. The
practicability of the schemic is the point in question. Expenscs
would undoubtedly be diminished, and there arc other points
inits favor. All wecandois to throw our columns open to
its discussion, trusting that our rcaders will make use of this
opportunity to air their opinions on the matter.

Amaigamation
Suggested

Professor Peck's remarks as to the tendency of United
States rcaders naturally suggests an inquiry into the present
tendency of Canadian readers.  One aignifi-
cantfact that may be taken ns a pretty sure
indication of what Canadian readers are
secking forin the way of current fiction is the
rumored action of the Booklovers® Library in Canada. Some
dissatisfaction has been expressed, it is said, by the patrons of
that institution at the selections of books made by the direc-
toratc in Philadelphia, of which the Canadian offices are
branches. Naturally, the lists contain a large preponderance

Readess’
Preferences
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