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occurred. The baso! life wvas appalling, over a hundred
being killed and nearlY 400 !earfully injured. In the
work of rescue, tending the wvounded, relieving the dis-
breas of those wbose bread.winners wyere killed, and in
other humane acts Boer and Uitlander have joined
hands. For the nonce, at least, bhey have forgotten their
recent bitter enmity, and it is more than probable that
the calamiby which has made sncb sad havoc in Johan-
nesburg will prove a far more effective means o! recon-
ciliation between the Boers and the U.itlanders tlîan the
diplomatic efforts of the Engliah Colonial Secretary-sup-
plemented tlîougb they be by those of President Kruger.

One of the results o! the warfare -which
-la Venezuela. England and Spain waged against each

alther over two liundred and fifby yeara ago, was the
acquisition by England of the territory in South
America now known as British Guiana. About the
year 1670 the territory passed into the bands of the
Dutcb wbo gave in cxchange wvbat is now New York
State. In 1814 British Guiana again became trîbutary
to England, being ceded t0 that country by treaty. At
t!;at time the Republîc of Venezuela did not exist,
Venezuela being part of the possessions o! Spain, wvbos
colonists revolted several years subsequent t0 1814 and
constituted tbemselves a republic.

Spain bad always acknowledged Englaind's right ta
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established republic, however, felt itscîf called upon to
demand of England a portion o! the territory wbicb they
claimed properly belonged to Venezuela. 'fais dlaim
wvas based upon a buil issued soine centuries previously
by a Pope o! Rome, wvbo divided tbe entire newv
world between Spain and Portugal, which at the time
were tbe only maritime and colonizing powers. Naturally
enough England refused to enterbain the dlaim of the
Venezuelans.

Granted tbat bhc part of British Guiana claimed by
Venezuela bad been apportioned to Spain several bun-
dred years previonsly by the Pope of Rome, the fact
that Spain bad for over a hundred years recognized
England's position and neyer called into question the
latber's frontier boundaries, rendered the demand o! the
Venezuelans absurd.

For a period o! fifty;five years the Government of
Venezuela has been striving to induce England to band
over tbe disputed territory or submit bbe question ta
arbitration. England was prepared to make somne con-
cession, but on no account wvould shte entertain the possibil-
ity of banding over to Venezuela a district inbabited by
40.000 British subjects, and wbicb had been in the pos
session of England and Holland, alternately, for 200

years.

Venezuela is one of those republics o! wbicb an
American bumorist bas said. tbey have a change of gov.
ernment every twventy minutes and a revolution every
îtventy.!our bours. It is a republic in namne only. In
reality it is a faction-tomn community, each faction being
ready to aasert lis dlaims by force of arma on the slight-
est pretext. The President is practically a dictator, for
the lime being exercisîng a power as arbitrary as that o!
monarchs of the middle ages. The Goverament is
absolutely laci<ing in stability and other essential qualifi-
cations. The affaira o! tbe country are administered solely
with a regard for the intereats o! the faction whicb
at the time controls the revenues and army o! the
country. As a matter of fact a cbange of Governmenb
is generally determined by the latter witbdrawving its
support from the Government and siding with one o! the
opposing factions. Tbe possibility o! placing 40,000 law-
abiding, indusbrious British subjecîs at tbc mercy of such
a disorganized, halécivilized country could not be
seriously contemplatcd for a moment by any B3ritish
stateaman.

Failing t0 attain this end the Venezuelans broke off
diplomatic relations with England ain 1886. Since then

bbey bave made several requests to bave the wbole ques-
tion submitted t0 arbitration without any limit as to the
area upon wbicb the arbitrators sbould render an
opinion. England bas invariably declined tbe proposais
unless the reference t0 area was limnited se as t0 exclude

that territory inhabited by B3ritishî subjecîs. to whii we
have allîîded.

Foiled at every point. the Venezuelans sbowed a dis-
position to act in an ugly manner. England at once
made it manifest that she would maintain her position
witb the aid o! maxim guns if neceasary. This brought
!rom tbc Government of the United States a request to
England t0 submit t0 arbitration, as tlie United States
wvould regard as a violation o! thc Monroe Doctrine any
attempt hy England ta force lier dlaims on Venezuela.

England's Premier courteously declined t0 accede to
tbe requcat o! the Government of the United States.
Then the President of tbe latter country launched bis
famous Message, in wvhich ha declared thaL England's
attitude on the Venezuelan matter wvas hostile to the
national rigbbs o! the United States; that England wvas
in tbc wvrong; that England must submit t0 arbitration,
or the United States wvould appoint a commission to
enquire into bhc merits of the question (in wvlich rngland
was already declared t0 be in the wrong !) and if that
commission reported againet England's dlaim tbc United
States wvould, at ail bazarda, is1s upon England witb-
drawing !rom the position she hiad bal<en. The wbole
wvorld was startled at the thinly vciled tbrcat of \var fromn
one Anglo-Saxon nation to another. Feecling ran bigh
in both countries, but the cooler heads o! each tricd to
calm tic storm before it got beyond control. Their
efforts were so far crowned wvith -sawrpq that no sen
sibie man believes in bbc remotest possibility o! a war
between bbc United States and England. wbicbh is more
than could bave been said at thc bcginning of tbc year.
There is a strong probability, according to latest reports.
of England and tho States appoincing a joint commission
ta enquire labo and report upon bbec daims o! Venezuela.

It is not only within tlue political arena that starfling
events bave been taking place. Excitemeat and specula-
tien are rampant in bbc acientific world. Ever since ilt

was announced last month that Pro!essor
The New Photo- Rontgen bad discovered a new force o!

graphy. light, by whicb il was possible t0 photo-
grapb tunseen things, chcmists, photo-

graphers. electricians, and scîcntiats o! ail classes, in ail
parts o! the worid, have been making experiments with
a view t0 satisfying themacîves that Ibi5 apparenbly im-
possible leat had rcally been accomplished. Saine o!
the resuits so far obtained are, photographa of parts o!
bbc interior o! the human body. phlotographs o! objecta en.
closed witbin wooden boxes. We reproduce tbephoîograph

of a key, taken tbrougb an inch board. Lb is impossible
to estimate bbc advanbages that medical science and sur-
gery will derive from the discovery lis use in Ibis re-
spect has already been put t0 practical test, and. by bbc
aid o! the cathode raya, photographs bave been baken
sbowving the exact location o! foreign substances ta human
bodies; in one instance a bullet; in another the point of
a kaife; and in a third, a needle, which bad entered tlie
patient's foot aîîd defied discovery by the ordinary
means. Their location beiug kowvn, it was an casy
malter t0 remove these substances tvitbout resorîing to
thîe slow and tortuous process o! probing.

Another reportcd achievement in tbc world o! science
is tbe discovery o! bbc North Pole by Dr. Nansen, who
left Norway in Jonc, 1893, full of hope o! accompiishing

.bat, in abbempting whicb so many lives
Have wc the have been best. The report o! Dr. Naît-

N4orth Pole nt sen's arrivai at tbc Pole is not credited
mst ? by saime o! those whosc opinion is en-

titled t0 considerabion. These bold that it would have
been impossible for Dr. Nansen t0 have returned in so

5
short a time to the station in Siberia v'hence the news
of his success was received. In view of this, we must
possess our seuls in patience and await the return ta civi.
lization of the gallant explorer bimself.

In addition to our interest in events transpiring in
other parts of the Empire, we in Canada are afforded
plenty o! opportunity for refiection by the trend of affairs

in our own country. The storm, which
Stiff Politteal bas been gathering ever since the Rom.

Breezes in ish Hierarchy ia Canada set itself the
Canada. task of undoing the wor< of the Manitoba

Legislature, %vhen that body abolished separate schools,
is about to burst ; and the political world, or part o! it, is
in a state of trepidation in consequence.

So long as the courts declared that the Act o! abolition
passed by the Manitoba Legislature in 18go was consti-
tutional, the Dominion Government could do nothing
towards granting tlie request of the Hierarchy that il
compel Manitoba to restore separate schools; and the
Dominion Government wvas greatly pleased thereat.
But, wvhen the highest court of the Empire-the Privy
Council-declared that it lay within the power of the
Dominion to pass an Act restoring separate schools to
the Roman Catholica of Manitoba. the Government
found itsel! on the horns of a dilemma. It could no
longer plead that it wvas beyond its province to inter-
1 fre. Thé~ Dûi-i-iuiunj Government couid interfere, if il
wishe.d, the Privy Council hsd said. An attempt was
made t0 induce the Manitoba Legisiature to rescind its
Act of abolition; and failed. The people of that Province
showed two montha ago by their votes that they thor.
oughly approved bhe stand their representatives had
taken. The Dominion Government had to choose one
of two alternatives. either refuse ta interfère and lose
the support of the Roman Cabholics of Quebec, or inter-
fere and run the risk of alienatiag supporters in Ontario
and other western provinces.

The latter course wvas followed and a bill to reslore
separate scbools in Manitoba wvas introduced in the Dom-
inion House a few weeks ago, but not before Parlia.
ment and thc country hadl been shoc<ed to the core by
a series of the most disgraceful scenes that ever took
place in the bistory of representative government. The
Government and the Conservative par.îy were as a bouse
divided againat itself, and the most bitter recriminations
wvere indulged ini by tbe leaders of each faction. Mem.
bers o! the samne Government accused each other o! taise-
hood and treachery ; againat one member wvas made the
accusation that he had written an anonymous letter
charging a fellow-Minister with receiving bribes. AI-
though the Minister charged with writing the letter dis-
proved the accusation, the incident served to further de-
monstrate the existence o! discord and distrust in a
quarter where it hsd been declsred, witb reiteration, that
ail was peace and concord.

The outlook for the Government and party was decid.
edly omînous, but the breach was patched up so far as
the former was concerned, and Sir Charles Tupper, until
recently High Commissioner for Canada ini England, en-
tered the Cabinet, with a view, it is said, tb assuming the
leadership eventually.

That Sir Charles will lead the Conservative party
bac< to office ai the next election is a matter of soe
doubt. Signs abound on every aide that the people of On-
tario. Conservatives as well as Liberals. wili not be party
to coercing Manitoba on the school question. One of the
moat significant of these was a meeting held iii Toronto
on Saturday, the 23rd inst., wben over 5.000 people flied
Toronto's largest hall and unanimously adopted several
resolutions in whicb those present pledged themselves tb
resist any and ail attempts to force separate schools on
Mlanitoba. The speakers at this meeting included many
prominent men o! both parties, and the unanioeity which
prevailed tbroughout presages evil daya for the Govern-
ment that shall caîl mbt activity the bostility o! sucb a
representative gathering.

We do not speak with any political bis when we say
that we un!eignedly regret that the Governinent of Canada
sbould have thought fit to attempt to impose upon Mani-


