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EPIDEM\-IC CATARRHAL JAUN\DICE.*
By JAMES L. sIIJO.M.. .. t. George. intatio.

N prcsenting this incomplete paper 1 may say% titat 1 have nothing
4.J ncwv to offer. I t is an 01(1 question that has been tlireshied out by

better nieri, and for iny shortcomings blamne your 'iresident for- bring-
ing mie here. This form of jaundicc, by soine said to bec\Vcil's discase,
caii not bc so very common, as this ks the first epidcmic 1 hiave witniessed
in a practice of over 21 years.

Etiology.-It is niost common iii childrcn, but may occuir at ally
*age, about 5o per cent. in the first deca-de. Miy youngcst patient was

iS mionths, my oldest Si ycars. Lt occurs in both sexes, more comimon
in damp climate ,is flot spread by food or drinking water, thoughi I
lt -hink hieavy feeders are more susceptible. Is it infectious? The majority
thinlc so, and a great many wvriters t1inik it is a formn of influenza. Iii
our district it lias been the exception to h~ave more than one or tvo
cases in a famnily. In somie farnilies I have had one ca-se of jaundice
wvhie the other niembers of the family had influenza.

Syniptoins.-Thc earlicst symiptoms I hiave noticeci are a feeling

of fullness, pain and tcnderncss in the gastric and hepatic regions.

During the first twvo or thrc days thiere is generally slighit fever, tem-

perature i00 to ioi, %'ith the usual malaise, loss of appetite, hîeadache,
ainc drowsincss. \7 omiting is comimon, the bowels are gcnerally con-

stipated. About the third of ourdi day bihz appears first in the urine,
and next in the sclerotics and skiîî; the temiperatuire then gcncrally

fails to normal, stools arc clay-colorcd and gcneraly remnain so for tcnl
* or twclve days, sometimes muchi longer. The yelioxv color of the ski

j gradually fades and the patient Iooks pale, though I have 1),ýn unable

to find any markcd Icucocytosis.
Conîiplicaiois.-Per-iiepatitis, bronchitis, pncumionîa and enteritis

jar ai-e complications met ,vith.
Dia gnosis.-This is generally easy, the distensile pain in the gastric

and hepatic regions with tcndcrncss and stiight risc of temrperatutre, if
seen carly, is sufficient; later the pain, tcnderness and jaundice. In

only anc case have I hiad any diffhculty, and that wvas a case of primiaryi noula caner f th lieroccurring- in a xvoman, age 58, the diaignosisj rernaining in doubt tilI a late stage of the discase.
Pro gnosis.-T bis is good, as I have only been able to find onc

fatal case reported; that anc occurred iii Derbyshire, iglan d, during
the epidemie of 1901i. Like other disc-ases occurriing cpidemically the
sevcrity of the disease Nýaries ii different epidemies, and also during the
,~ame epidemic under different circumistances. Two severe cases I hiavc
î'îough*lt woul(l be of sullicient intcrest to report.
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