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FIBROUS TUMORS OF THE UTERUS.

BY THEOPIULUS MACK, M.D.

(Read before the Medical Mutual Improvement Seciely, St. Catharines.)

One of the most important organs n the economy of natnre, and
one also, a large scgment of which, in du. pnmm state of surgcry,
ominously tabooed to the most P 3 15
very frequently the scat of a parasitic pmducuon—l)u fibrous tumor
~—deriving its nourishment from the bosom of a parent, it is uitimate-
1y to destroy.

‘There is no ncoplasm which, after having been so confounded
with other morbid growths by the old chirurgeons who endowed it
witk: sixteen different names, bewilders the youag practi more
than this, Heis met with i Zimine, by *Fibroid” as if it meant
something a shade different, “ fibrous polypus,” as if the fact of its
being pediculated altered the whole distinctivech. :racter of the disease,
or “fibroma,” or * myoma,” and it 1s only aftera bother, (Hibernice}
that he is awakened to the discovery that they are just all one and
the same.

Fibrous tumours occur in the cellular tissues and are generally
developed beneath investing or lining memb Ofall !
growths which have their seat in ufero they are the most frequent,
varying in size from 2 hemp seed to an adult head. Unfortunately
they have their seat more frequently in the fundus than in the cervic
Smooth or superficially lobed, they have always a spheroidal shape,
and are extremely firm to the touch, unless cedematous from under-
going change. They are somewhat elastic and heavy, and sections of
these productions beara nearer bl to ntervertebral cartilage
than to 2ny other natural growth in the body. Portions of their sub-
stance may be yellow, brown, or blue, with whitc lines or bundles of

fibres i in concentric clrclcs or curves, the fasciculi of the bundles:

ging and interlacing , i the fibres are matted 1nto 3
nearly uniform white sut exactly bling the
fibrous tissue of the utcrus,in fact a shght alteration may pro-
duce the fibrous tumour from the same blastema which gives origin

to the uterine fibre. The blood vessels are venous, and are distri-

buted chiefly in the arcolar tissue, the vasculanty 1s by no means
uniform, some can casily be injected from the uterus, others remain
quite pallid ; no lymphatics are to be discovered.
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