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MONTREAL, JANUARY 22, 1445.

In accordanice' with ‘the’ promise made by the Editors of this Jour-
nal in their last number, they hasten to put their subscribers in pos-
session of the proposed Provincial ¢ Medical Bill”? of the Honora-
blo Attorney General Smith ; at the same time, to lay before them
the Bill for the Incorporation of the College of Medicine and Sur-
gery of this City, as framed and ‘unanimously. agreed upon by the
Select Committeé, to whom was referred the petition of the Lec-
turers and Students of that Institution ;" the petition of the Medical
Faculty of McGill College against the latter will also be found with
remarks, shewing the untenabiliiy of their grounds of objection.

Leave was granted for ‘the introduction of the  Medical Bill,”

and it was read a first time on Friday the 1'7th inst. ; its sccond read-

ing is fixed for Tuesday next, the 28th inst.

The ideas of the Editors on the ¢ Medical Bill” will bo found
below'; but they beg tostate, that they shall be happy to be the me-
dium for the communication of any suggestions, (postage paid)
which members of the profession may be desirous of offering on its
details.

They take this opportunity also of gratefully acknowledging the
promptitude and politeness of the Honorable Attorney General, in
furnishing them with a copy of his Bill, so early us Saturday morning.

BILL,

An Act to regulate the study and practice of Medicine, Surgery,
and Midwifery within this Province.

WHEREss it is expedient to provide more effectual regulations
than those at present existing, with respect to persons practising
Physic, Surgery and Midwifery within this Province, and to regu-
late Druggists and others vending or distributing Medicines by
retail :—

The 1st clause repeals all Acts and Ordinances or patls of Acts re-
lating in any manner to the Practice of Physic, Surgery, or M'd-
wilery in Lower and Upper Canada, or in any manner relating to
the mode of obtaining licenses to practice Physic, Surgery or Mid-
wifery. .

II. And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of the
Act, no person shall be allowed to commence the study of Medi-
cine, until he has first satisfied some Medical Board to be appointed
and nominated as hereinafter mentioned, either by certificatc or ex-
amination, that he is at least years of age and has re-
ceived a liberal education, including a competent knowledge of the
classics.

Ill. And be it enacted, That from and afier the passing of this
Act, no person shall- receive a license to practice Medicine, Sur-
gery or Midwifery for gain or profit within this Province, who shall
not have obtained a Certificate from some Medical Board to be ap-
poinfed and nominated as hereinafter mentioned, which shall be
founded on the production of a Diploma or Degree from some
University, College, or Incorporated School of Medicine within the
dominions of Her Majesty, or on a commission or warrant as Phy-
sician or Surgeon in Her Majesty’s Naval or Military Service,~—or
in defuult of such diploma, degree or commission, a certificate
founded on a satisfactory examination by such Medical Board as to
his qualification, competency and ability to practice Medicine, Sur-
gery, and Midwifery : Provicled always, that previous to examina-
tion as aforesaid, he shall give satisfuctory proof of his having stu-
died Medicire, Surgery and Midwifery, for at least four years under
some competent Practitioner or Practitioners, and of his having dur-
ing at least two of those years attended courses of leclures at some
University, College or Incorporated School of Medicine, on the fol-
lowing branches of Medical Study, that is to say: Analomy and
Physiology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, Materia Medica, Theory
and Practice of Physic, Principles and Practicc of Surgery, Mid-
wifery, and Diseases of Women and Children, Practical Anatomy,
Clinical Medicine and Surgery,—each of which courses of lectures
shall in cach of the said two years have continued at least six
months, and have consisted of at least lectures of not less
than hour each, and also of his having attended regularly
for at least one year, the practice of some Public Hospital where
there are on the average, at least fifty patients, and at least two
medical aitendants: Provided always, that if any Student of Medi-
cine, Surgery or Midwifery, shall have commenced his studies
within the four years next before the passing of this Act and moro
than three years and a half Lefore the passing thereof, he shall be
entitled to apply for a license afler the termination of four years of
such study, and after having undergone a satisfactory examination
- by tho said Medical Board, without being required to exhibit testi-
monials of having attended such courscs of lectures as aforesaid:
and if he shall have commenced his studics more than two years and
a half before the passing of this Act, then his having attended one
such course of lectures shall be suflicient.

1V. And be it enacted, That every person so receiving and ob-
taining such certificate from any Medical Board, shall forthwith pay
to the Secretary of such Board the sumof currency,
which sum shall be axpended in defraying the incidental expenses
of such Medical Board, as well in keeping the Register thercof, as
in the execution of the several duties hereby assigned to them,

V. Aund be it enacted, That every person so receiving and ob-
taining such certificate from such Medical Board, shall transmit the
same to the Governor of this Province, and it shall and may be
lawful, on the application of such person, for the Governor to grant
to such applicant a License under his hand and seal, to practice
Medicine, Surgery and Midwifery, or any of them, according to
such certificate, within this Province.

V1. And bo it enacted, That before the issuing of such License
to practise as aforesaid, the applicant shall pay into the hands of
the P’rovincial Secretary, the sum of currency,
to the public uses of the Province.

VIL. And be it enacted, That if any doubt or suspicion should
arise regarding tho identity of any person presenting a diploma, de-
%ree, commission or warrant as aloresnid, before any Medical

vard, with the person named in such diplema, degree, commission
or warrant, it shall be lawful for the saicf Medical Board, through
the Chairman presiding for the time being, and he is hereby requir-
ed and authorized to adwinister an cath or solemn affirmation, (if
such person e one of those authorized to affirm instend of taking an
oath in civil cases,) to the person presenting such diploma, de-
gree, commission or warrant, as to such identily ; and il auy per-
son so presenting such diplomna, degree, commission or warrant,and
applying for a certificato or license as aforesaid, shall be guilty of
false swearing or false aflirmation in such cath or affirmation, such
person shall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and on
conviction thereof, shall be liable to the pains and penalties to which
any person convicted of that offencs is liable by the laws of the
Province. -

VIII. And be it enacted, That no person shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, receive a License to soll drugs or medi-
cines, as a Droggist or Apothecary, within any city or town cor-
porate in this Province, who shall not have served a regular and
continued apprenticeship of at least three years with some Medicul
Practitioner or licensed Druggist or Apothecary, and have atiended
at least one course of lectures on Chemistry, and one course of lec-

tures on the Materia Medica, (each of the duration of at least six
months, and each consisting of at least lectures,) or,
in default of attendance on such course of lectures, who shail not
bave served a regular apprenticeship with some Medical Practition-.
er or licensed Druggist or Apothecary, during the period of at least
five ycars, or who shall not, in either case, have undergone a sat-
isfuctory examination touching his knowledge of the qualities, char-

acters and effects of drugs and medicines, before one of the Medi-:

cal Boards hereinafter mentioned, under like formalitics and on like
conditions as are by this Act required for persons applying for a
License to_practice Physic, Surgery or Midwifery.

IX. And be it enacted, That the practice of Medicine, Surgery
or Midwifery within this Province, for hire, gain or lucre, or hope
of hire, gain or lucre, or the selling of uny drugs or medicines with:
in any city or town corporate, as a Druggist or Apothecary, by any
person not having a License, or not specially excepted, shall bi
deemed and considered to e a misdemeanor, and may be prosecut:
ed and punished as any other misdemeanor may be ; and every act
of so practising on a separaie day shall be a separate offence; and
upon the trial of any person charged with such misdemeanor, the
burthen of proof as to the License or right of the person tried, o
practice Medicine, Surgery or Midwifery in the Province, shall be
upon the defendant ; but no prosecution shall be commenced for
such misdemeanor after three months from the commission of the
suppposed offence, and no person convicied of such misdemoanor
shall be sentenced to a longer period of imprisonment than three
months, nor to a greater fine than pounds, nor to a less fine
than pounds currency ; Provided, always, that nothing hete-
in contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent any
Physician or Surgeon, or other Medical Oflicer, of Her Majestf’s
Navy or Army, on full pay, from practising as such, while statign-
ed wilhin the said Province, and actually employed in the said Na-
vy or Army. f

X. And be it enacted, That for the purpose of carrying this Ac
into exceution, it shall be lawful for the Governor of this Provinve
to constitute, nominate and appoint under his Hand and Seal'at
Arms, one or more Medical Boards within this Province, consist-
ing respectively of at least eleven persons legally authorized to
practisc as Physicians, Surgeons or  Mau-Midwives, and actually
practising as such, (not being Physicians or Surgeons on full pay
in Her Majesty’s Army or Navy,) and from time to time to re-
move any or all of the Members of any such Board, and to appoipt
another or others in his or their place or siead ; and seven Membars
of any such Board shall be a quorum, and a majority of such que-
rum may cxercise any of the powers of the Board ; and each such
Board is hereby required to hold a stated meeting once in every thrie
months, at such place as shall be appointed by the Governor of thiis
Province, of which meeting at least two weeks notice shall be given
in at least two newspapers published in the city or town at which
such Board shall hold its meeting, or if there be no such newspu-
per, thenin two newspapers published nearest to the place at which
such meeting shall be so leld ; and at any such meeting, the
Member present whose License shall be of the oldest date shall
preside ; and cach such Board shall have power and authority:to
(rame By-Laws and Regulations for its government, and from time
to tinie to alter and umend the same by other By-Laws, prov ed
such By-Laws or Regulations be not repugnant nor contraryito
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the laws of this Provinee, nor to the true intent and meaningol
this Act, and be approved of by the Goveraor of this Province fje-

fose they shall have any foree or effect. .
XI. And be it enacted, Thai each such Medical Board, at any
of its stated meetings as aforesaid, or at any extraordinary mectings
that may be called together in conformify with its By-Laws and
Regulations, shall hear and examine the testimonials and qualificn-
tions of each and every person so appearing before such Board, and
who shall be desirous of obtaining a License to practice Physic,
Surgery or Midwifery, or cither of them, and who shall have noti-
fied the Secretary of the said Board of his or their intention thers-
of, and deposited his testimonials at lcast day previous
to such meeting ; and such Board upon being satisfied of the cor-
reciness of the diploma, degree or commission exhibited by the ap-
plicant, und of the identity of the person presenting the sume, or
in default of such document, having examined into and become sa-
tisfied of the qualication, competency and ability of such applicant
to practise Medicine, Surgery or Midwifery, and of his having at-
tained the age of twenty-one years, and of his having studied four
years as aforesaid, and of his haviug attended in two separate years
complete courses of lectures on the diflerent branches before men-
tioned of the Medical Profession, in some University, College or
Incorporated School of Medicine, where the courses of lectures are
continued during at least months, and of having atten-
ded for at least one year the practice of some public ospital where
there arc at the least on an average, filty patients, and at least two
Medical attendants, or of having examined into the qualilication,
competency or ability of any applicant to sell drugs or medicine,
as a Drugyist or Apothecary within any city or town corporate
within this Provinee, andof his having served a regular and con-
Linued apprenticeship with some regular Medical Practitioner, or
licensed Druggist or Apothecary during a period of four years at
the least, and of his having attended the two complete courses of
lectures hereinbefore mentioned, of the duration of six months each,
or of having served a regular and continued apprenticeship of five
years as aforesaid, shall be bound to grant a certiticute of the same,
under the hands and seals of the Members of the said Board pre-
sent at such meeting, or a majority thereof, which shall entitle the
person to whom it shall be so given, to apply for and obtain a Li-
cense to practise Medicine, Surgery and Midwifery, or any of them
as the case may be, or to scll drugs and medicines as a Druggist
and Apothecary as aforesaid, from the Governor of this Province,

XII. And be it enacted, That nothing in this Act contained
shall extend or be construed to extend (o prevent females
from practising as Midwives in this Province ; Provided always,
that after the expiration of one year from tho passing
of this Act, no female shall practise lor gain or hope of gain
as a Midwife unless she shall have presented herself before some
Medical Board to e examined as to her qualification and ability to
act as such Midwife, and shall have obtained a certificate of quali-
cation from such Board, and a Liceusc as aforesaid founded on such
certificate.

XIII. And be it enacted, That all penalties imposed by this Aect
shall be payable to Her Majesty, and reserved to the public uses of
the Province, and shall make part of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund thercof, and the application of the same shall be accounted
for to Her Majesty, Her {loirs and Successors, through the Lords
Commissioners of Her Mujesly’s Treasury for the time being, in
such manner and form as EHer “Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors
shall be pleased to direct.

With the general provisions of this Bill, (we know that
we are stating the opinions of a large majority of the members of
the profession in this cily,) there is every reason to be satisfied ;
but there are ¢ rtain points in the details, which no doubt, will be
attended to when it is committed, upon which we beg 1o offer a few
remarks ;—and first as to the age at which persons shall bo quali-
ficd to commence their profussional studies.  We think this specifi-
cation superfluous, for if no candidate for the license can apply forit

before attaining the age of 21 years and before completing four full
years of apprenticeship with two full courses of lectures, it matters

/| not whet - r he commence his studies at the age of 16 or 17. .

The third claus», in spzcifying the duration of the cour cs of lec-
tures, &c. enacts, that cach course shall have continued at least six
mouths and have consisted of at least lectures of not less than
hours cach ; now, in the first place, in no School of Meudi-
cine with which we are acquainted, are lectures on Practical An-
atomy given ; demonstrations on what the Professor of A tomy
has already lectured, are repea -d, and explunations afforded to st
dents while dissecting. We see in the prospectus of King’s Col-
lege "Yoronto, that # r. Sullivan’s hour ‘or Practic 1 Anatomy is 10
A. M. We presume, that h:isin the rooms of practical analomy
for the purposes above stat -d, at that time and remains:there for one
houra day. Nest asto Clinical Medicine and Shrgery. We
know, that in the University of Ediuburgh, two lectures on the
former and one on the latter branch each weekare all that consti-
tulo the course ; in London also iwo lectures on cach of thuse
branches are the uimost that are delivered at any of the Hospital
Schools. Kin:’s Coll ge, Toronto, provides for only twa lectures
. Clinical Medicine and Surgery each week, amd until this ses-
sion, it is certain that no regular Clinicul lectures at all have ever
heen required by the Med cal Faculty of McGill College, as a part
of their curriculum, for the degree of M. D. Then as to the num-
ber « f lectures composing cach course, it is to be romarked, that at
King’s College, Toronto, two of the courses for the degree of M.
D. only consist of three Ioctures a week (Midwifery and Materia
Mecdica) while the others co ist «f five a week, making a differ-
ence in these courses of 0 at the lewst.  The full course from Oc-
tober to May gives 182 days, from which are to be deducted 26
Sundays and 20 Sat ‘rdays and we p-o: ume 10 days at Christias
== 62 days, leaving 120 days for lectures on four branchex—v hile
in these two other courses alluded to, there are only 81 lecture
days. And again, although, the number of lecture days at McGill
College may be made to extend ty 1£0, (it cannot be more) yet by
the 4th Clause of the 2nd Chapter of their Statutes, they recognize
certificates of lectures d :1'verer. at Universitics, Colleges or Schoals
of Medicine, in which the courses are of four months duration,
provided five lectures are delivered each week.  Let us try this
arithmatically. Let the four months comprise, Nov. Dec. Jan.
and February—we have 120 days; from this number deduct 17
Sundays, 17 Saturdays and 10 Christmas holidays, and we shall
have 76 asthe total number of lectures delivered during the ses-
sion. But if at McGill College, Dr. Bruncau give cach day, as
we are informed he did last session, a resumé in French of twenty
minutes’ duration of his previously delivercd English lecture, then
docs his English class lose during the session 110 twenty minules,
or nearly 37 hours, which reduces his course in English to seventy
three lectures.

Therelore, we would suggest, that the courses of loctures of
Anutomy, Chemistry, Materia Medica, Theory and Practice of Me-
dicine, Surgery and Midwifcry, should be of not less than six
months duration, and consist of not less than 85 lectures of one
hour’s duration cach. ‘t'hat the courses of Clinical Medicine and
Surgery and Practical Anatomy should also be of six months dura-
tion, and that the former should consist of two lectures weekly.
We would also strongly recommend the neces:ity of attending one
three month’s course on the following branches ; Medical Jurispru-
dence, Practical Chemistry, and Botany ; cach consisting of at least
40 lectures.

Clause 9th. enacts the pemalty for practising or selling drugs
without licence, but we think it should be stipulaied by whom
the conviction shall be made, whether by one of the Justices of the
Court of Queen’s Bench or a Circuit Judge, or a Justice of the
Peac +, and also as to the number of witnesses required to convict ;
then as to the limitation of the prosecution, we think it should le
siz months, {:rfew unlic nsed practitioners would claim payment
for services rendered within three months, but most would within
six. We may here also remark of Midwi -ex, {in clause 12) wlile
they are declared ineligible to ; ractice without licensz, yet there is
no penalty specified against their doing so,

And lastly, the tenth clause provides for the formation and consti-
tution of the District Medical Boards. A difficulty has so often been
felt in assembling a suflicient number of the members of the Medienl
Board of the Distriet of Montreal 1o form a quorum for the despateh
of business, (consisting though i¢ docs of nearly twenty,) that we should
desire much that such o Board might be organized from among the re-
sident practitioners of the city, that disappointment, vexation, and
anxiety may no longer be subjects of complaint from men already suf-
fering abundantly from the last of these.  But in its organization we
would suggest to the Honble. Attorney Genera), that it Lo composed
cither of men ttally unconnceted twith teaching, or that the two Medi-
cal Schools be equally represented init.  For our own part, we shonld
much prefer that the former plan were adopted 3 but ift our Ionble,
friend entertains the opinion of many, that teachers are more up to
examining on branches with which they are daily occupied, then we
conceive it but an act of justice to the members of the College of Me-
dicine, that they should be placed on the sane footing with the mem-
b rs of the Medieal faculty of M‘Gill College.

On the whole, we are perféctly satisfied that the Honorable Attor-
ney General is actuated by the most sincere desire to place the Medi-
cal prof-ssion of this Province on tho most respectable basis. ‘That
he will receive the hearty concurrence of all the gentlemen composing
the Medieal Schools now existing, we bave some doubts ; but that his
measure has been framed in a liberal spirit, and with a most philan-
thropic motive, is evident.

An unavoidable cause prevented Mr. Scott from being in the House
on Mondny evening, and consequently the Report of the Committee
on the Petition of the College of Medicine was not presented. Our
readers will judge by the Petition itself, however, what are the objects
sought for by the Lecturers of that School.

PETITION.
TO THE HONORABLE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF ‘'HE PROVINCE OF CANADA, IN PROVINCIAL
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.

Thhe Petition of the undersigned Lecturers and Students, of and

in the Medical School. in the Cily of Montreal, called the
College of Medicine and Surgery,

HumnLy SHEWETH :

That Francis C. T. Arnoldi, Francis ladgley, Pierre Mun-
roe, William Sutherland, and Horace Nelson, -all of the City of
Montreal, Doctors of Medicine, have for the Tast two years Leen
engaged in giving Public Lectures and Instruction, in the various
brauches of Science conuected with the exercise of their profession,
in the English and French languages, to young Gentlemen desirons
of qualifying themselves for the same, und .Ll'mve for that purpose
established a Public School in the suid City, with suitable appa-
ratus and conveniences ; have commenced the formation of a Li-
brary and Anatomical Muscum, and that the number of Pupils-
attending the said School and- Lectures, now amount to forty-seven,
a number nearly double that of last year. '

. That the above named Lecturers wish still further to increase
their means-of affording adequale. instructing.ang facilitics to their
Pupils, in the acquisition of Medical -knowledge, and that your
Petitioners believe, that so doing, they would materially assist in
placing proper opportunities of acquiring that requisite knowledge
within the reach of the Canadian Student, and thus render it unne-
cessary for him Lo spend a large portion of the time allotted for his
Studentship out of the Province, and frequently out of ITer Ma-
justy’s dominions, at an expense which many of them can ill afford.

That your Petitioners believe, that the objects in view would be
greatly advanced by the said College of Medicine and Surgery,
being Incorporated for the purposes aforesaid, with the usual
powers of Corporate bodies.

That your Petitioners are willing that the value of the property,
which, in their Corporate capacity, they may be enabled to hold,
should be limited to as small an amount as will suffice for the pur-
poses they have set forth.

That your Pelitioners are further willing, that the property they
have already acquired, aud such further property as tiey may here-
after acquire in their Corporate capacity, should be and remain the
property of the Corporation for ever, for the said purposes.

Thut your Petitioners desire, in the cvent of any vacancy oc-
carring in their number, or should they deem it expedient to extend
the instruction given, by adding to their number, that such vacancy
in cither manner occurriug, shall be filled up, by such person or
persons, as aller public competition, or concours, (to be regulated
in the mauner to be preseribed by the Law,) [shall be declared the
most fil, by the existing members of the Corporation, and shall be
approved of by the Governor, or person administering the Govern-
ment of this Province.

That with a view to place the said College of Medicine and

Surgery upon a proper and respectable basis, your Petitioners hum-
bly pray that the Act of Incorporation now sought for, do provide,
that Students who shall have passed their examination, after having
conformed o the Statutes of the said College, may be entitled to
present the certificate of having been approved of after the said
examination, to the proper authorities, so as to oblain the necessary
license o practice, in such branches as the said certificate may
set forth.
Wherelore your Petitioners pray, that your Honoruble House
will be pleased to concur with the other branches of the Provineial
Legistature, in granting an’ Act of Incorporation to the said College
of Medicine mnd Surgery, with the powers, for the purposes, and
subject to the conditions aforesaid. "

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray,

Signed by Frawncts T. C. Arnorpr, M.D
and 51 others.

Montrcal, November 26, 1844,
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PETITION.

TO TIIE HONORABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
IN PROVINCIAL PARLIAMEAT ASSEMBLED.
The Petition of th:e Facully of Medicine of the Universily of

M Gill College,

HuMmBLY SETTETH FORTH,

That the Medical School in which your Petitioners are T'cach-
ers has boen in existence for nearly twenty years, the last fifteen of
which in connexion with the University of M‘Gill College. Found-
ed with the express intention of imparting to young men the neces-
sary knowledge of their profession, they have had imumerable difs
ficulties to encounter, under which, after a great sacrifice of time and
money, they found themselves obliged 1o succumb.  That in the
year 1839 promises of suppoit having been held out to them by the
head of the Government, and having since that period received the
counienance and support of your Tonorable House, their lnbours
were resumed, and have been since continued with increasing effi-
ciency and encouragement, two additional chairs having been filled
up, and the number of students having progressively augmented,
exceeding fifty during the last Session.

That it has come to the knowledge of your petitioners that an as-
saciation of five physiciuns in this city, formed scarcely fifteen months
ago, and now calling themselves a “ College of Medicine,” after
having given one confessedly imperfect course of lectures on several
branches of medieul science, and having little more than commenced
their second, have petitioned your Honorable House for an Act of
Incorporation, whereby they shall become an established School of
Medicine, with privilege and power to grant a Diploma entitling the
holder to a License to practice on mere presentation of the same be-
fore the Medical Boards of the Provinee.  That your petitioners
have no_desire to interfere with (he rights of any to establish Pri-
vale Schools of Medicine, hut on the contrary admit the advanta-
ges which occasionally attend their formation, but being fully per-
sualed of the evil consequences which arise from the rivalry of (wo
incorporated or Public Schools in the same place, they respect-
fully beg_leave to lay before your Tonorable [House the reasons
which they believe sufficient to induce your Honorable House to
refuse the prayer of the Petition alluded to.

Istly.—Because under the present circumstances of the Province,
with its comparatively limited popalation, the Medical Schools at-
tached to the two Universities of King's College and M*Gill Col-
lege, are more than suflicient for every purpose of such Institutions.

2ndly.—Beeause the number of younyg men entering the medical
profession, although doubtless bearing the sumne ratio to the aggre-
grate population as in other countries, is from the same cause in this
Province limited, and therefore insuflicient of themselves (o remu-
nerate in anything like an adequaie manner the lubour of their
Tenchers,  Their distribution among an increased number of Schools
will have (he undeniable effect of rendering them ineflicient by crip-
pling their revenue, and therehy obstructing the aequisition ‘of the
necessary malcrials for the illustration of their lectures,

Srdly.—Because one well-established Schonl, in which every fi-
cility for the acquisition of knowledge is alforded, is preferable to a
plurality of Schools, with limited means and still more limited facili-
tics.

4thly.—Because from a desire to swell the list of students, and of
those who annually reccive Diplomas, various templations indepen-
dent of pecuniary ones may be held out, especially those of an infi
rior standard of qualification and of assurance of license to practice

when their curriculum is completed.



