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and- thence reuhipped. to London. But the attention of the ucientific
zoologiat must i'ow be turned to the habits of these sud othera of the
favorite -inolusc an d te the circumitances aud seasoni; ini which their
ors are developed, otherwise they wiii speedily be classed âmong
those extinct species which have owed their extirpation te the presence
and influpnce of man.

By uuch facto the remote puit ië,brought once mnore into intimate. reis
tien with the present ; aud even, in mattera so apparently trivi as tii.
nice discrimination of 'the palate between the Patella mdlgata and tii.
Turbo littorardi., 'we thus detect a correspoudence. between the tastet
of the rude aboriginal savage of primevai centuries, ana tho*--civiliied
Anglo-Saxon of the British metropolia ; though even now ki is as a
popular favorite, and net as a coveted delicacy, that the periwinkies&
and aise the larger .Buecusumn untdaum or waved, whelk, are imported
into London, sud gathered on the Scottish. and Irish coasts.

At Skara, near the house of Skaill, in the weat mainland of Orkney,
one of a singular class of atone structures, deaignated .Pict's Aowe, is
remarkable for an immense accumulation of ashes around it, several
feet in thickness, pientifully niied with sheila, anud the horna sudl
bones of deer and other animais. The building itself has been onIy
very partialiy explored, but many curious relics have been recovered
.froin the surrounding debris. Amc>ng these are circular dises of slate,
similar te those found i Kent's Hole Cave, a large tusk of a wild
bosi,, harns of the red deer, and numerous implements made of hemn.
But not tte lest curious of these primitive relics vas a box-aleady
referred to,-conatructed of atone laid together, iu the form, of a
miniature ciat, within whieh lay about two doeçn oyster shella, each
pierced in the centre with, a hole about the aize of a shilling. Oyatera,
it. may be renxarked, are rare in Orkney. They new occur only at. two
places, Dcersound and Frith, the nearest of which la eight miles
distant frein SkailI ; while the osteological remains which accompanie&,
thein are those eîf long extinet Orkney mammals There is uo.tradi,
tion of the prescnce either of' the deer oe the. boar in. the Orkney
islandàe, unlesa the naines of the Deerues 'headlmnd, and the neigh-
bouring soundhe asaurned es topographical memorials of the. presence
of the former within Norse or Saxon times. It la scarcely possibleï>
indeed, te conceive of the existence of suoi fera -naturoe for any
length of turne, within s0 amali an ares, after the occupation of thie.
isîsuds by a humnu population.
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