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of the Teachers' Training Colleges of ilngland, fcrcibly pointed eut. But wben

the 1500 who nsed to corne up aninually for examination a fcw yeiars ago swelled

itnto 3500 etadi year, the examinatioli fever reached into recesses îîever before ap-

proached.
The pupils of wvell-to-do families who attended to social and other functions to

a greater extent than the poorer wvcre handicapped in the race for certificates.

All wvho used. to be prornotcd. frorn grade to grade on account of tic influence of

their parents came now before the just impersenal judgyment of the Pro-

v'incial Examiner and are found wanting. Mihen the parents lookcd into the cdu-

cation of tlieir chlidren who failed they detccted the defeets wviich the examinlers

discovered. to tfiein.

Tien followcd the attack on the scihool, on the system, and on tie poor teaclier,

wio ail along had not influence enongli to prevent the preniature pîromotion

of these well to-do pupils l)reliaIly froin the lowest grade upwards. Before the

day of examinatioli the ostrich had its head buried in tic sand and saw notlîîng

wvrong. After tilîc examîinatien, although. the school hiad been doing on the

whole twice as înuch suptrior work as formeily, it is dlenoiniced. on the discovery

of an unpleasalit truthi.
Thle critics cf the sciîcols are correct. Very inucli defective wor, lias bcen

discevercd, thanks te tic exarnatien Pystem. But there is also more good higli

seheol \verk donc to-day than there was ten ycars ago, and vcry muci less inferior

work tian in the days cf the solitary public examination, so-called.

Now, niany of our high sciooi teachers aie not very strong, andi there are often

several causes ovcr whici the Principal lias ne contrel, wlîicl may prevent the

success cf his pupils at examination on certain occasions.

Then there is the tendency te ]ose szight cf the object cf education in tie puerile,

notion cf jnst winning a certificate ; and ail our teachers are evidently not yet able

te effectively direct this sentiment.

Some again lose sight cf tie gencral conditions cf the province, and. are

iii agony endeavouring te reduce the amount cf tie prescription, te make tie ex-

amination casier, forgettingf that if sucli were donc, the good scicols wouldj stili

farther leave them behind in the gencral results if thir ilupils weIC net iîîdced left

witb only haîf the amounit cf work tlicy ceuld do.

In fact there are mnany teacliers at the preseiit dlay wlio are receiviîîg into their

classes net onl'y pupils Nvlie siould nevcr bave heen promnoted wVith se dlefective an

elementary education, but often persons wv1o arc toc young ; and in their abysmal

ignoranîce cf tic general conditions Ibrou gli tie province, are stili asking for the

reductioli cf prescription on the mîîcl abused. plea "less work and better donc

wien the(y should be doingy more elementary wvork iii lowcr grades.

AGE A-') EXAIMINATION.-Takinig thc average ages cf students iii the Coulity

Academieis cf the Province, wc filid that at ticn heginning cf the grade IX course

the age is about 15 years and 2 mentis, at the beginning cf grade X, 16 years

and 6 niontis, and at the beginning cf grade XI, 17 years and 7 mentis. Iii

etbey word, tlîîs mealis that tic County Acadlemy Entrance Examixiation is tak.3n

by pupils on the average at about 15 years cf age, grade IX exanîination after

they aire 16, and se forth. In order tc prevent the Muprush cf immature candi-

dates, some tiink it would be advisaile te fix an acre limit, say one year ielow the

average. In suci an event ne eue sheuld be admittcd. te the grade IX examina-

tien until he is 14 years old. Nw ',Orne cerne at 13, and even at IL). Yet froni

such schiocîs corne comnplaints cf the excessivé arnount cf the course cf study.

Witi every reductien Of tic standard there will be, cf course, a corresponding

iicrease cf the xîniber who will try te Pass. And witli tuis increasing number


