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DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DECARTNENT.

The Superintendent acknowledges, with thanks, the recerpt of the tol-
lowing donations to the library of the departuent.

From Mr. 1L Bwile Clievalier, of Mottréal : “ Les Tenppeors de Ia
Baie d'Hudson,” first edition, 24 pages in-8.

From Me. Felix Vogeli, of Montréal: ¢ Almanach Vétérinnire et
d’Eeonomie Rurale, pour Pan 1859, o pamphlet in-12,

From R. Bellemate, Esquire, Revenue Inspector, Moutrenl : An engrav-
ing, now very rure, representing the death of Monteuhn,

From Messrs, Dunnigan and Brothers, Booksellers, New-York: Rome,
its churches, its charities and its schools, by the Revd, J. Nelligan, 1 vol,
in-1z,

From Messrs, Harper and Brothers, New York @ Mensugation and Prac-
tical Geometry, 1 vol. in-12,

From J. Bouchette, Esquire, Toronto: amap of part of North America,
2 copics.

l"rlmn Messrs, Mickling, Swan and Breaer, of Loston, Maine, through
H. D. Suith, Esquire: A Pronouncing Spelling Book of the Eunglish
fangnage, by 3. B. Worcester, 1 vol, iu-12 ; and A Pronounciug, Explun-
ation and Synonimous Dictionary of the English language, 1 vol. ine$,

From the Academy of Sciences, New Orleans, by the hands of L, A.
Huguet Latour, Esquire, Moutréal: Ten pamphlets contrining the
Annals o the Academy.

SITUATION AS TEACUER WANTED.
A young lady who is qualificd to teach elementary classes inan Euglish
acndemy, and also embroidery, crachet and ornamental necdlework, is

desirons of oltaining a situativn 28 an assistant teacher, address s Oflice
of Educutivg, Montreal,
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MONTREAL, (LOWER CANADA) OCTOBE#, 1838.

Report of the Chief Superintendent of Pablic
Instraction for Lower Canada oy INGG.

(Concluded from our last.)

Mr. Hume has charge of the connty of Megantic, v sec-
tion of the country which, on account of the bad state of
the roads, of the poverty of new settlers, scattered over
large tracts of land, offers more thun ordinary obstacles to
the progress of eduncation. This accounts for some of the
fullowing remurks:

The statistical tables accompanying this Report will show, that
the number of pupils attending schwol during tae Inst year has been
nearly the same as in the preceding year, 3 is true that there has
been an iucrease in some of the municipalities, but there hias also
been o deficiency in others.

‘The great ditficulty of procuning qualificd teachers often keeps a
school vacant that would otherwise be in operation. The establish-
ment of superior schools in suitable and central piaces, wili, I fecl
convinced, alone supply this deficiency. Qualified teachers must be
rised up and educated amongst the people belore the supply will
equal the demnand. For the support of these superior schools a
speciad grant will be required. There can be o guestion bet that
the establishment of s model schioo! in each of the poapulous muni-
cipalities as provided by law, would do mnch to give to many, an
education supatior to what can now be obtained in” the commnon or
clementary schoaly, but at the sne time I very much fear thiat
in some instances such a schugl conld not bz established without in
a great measure sacrificing the elementary schools in the munici-
padities.

Very little prowsess has yel been made in some parts of my
district towards tiie principle of adopting aszessment n the place
of voluntary contributions 3 in all the municipalities which me
sottiedd eatirely with French Canadians. assessment prevails, while
i al! these sottiad by & population altegether or clitiefly of British
orizin, voluniasy contribntion i< adopted.

“Fhe extreme ditliculty of collecting ali the arrears of assczsment
dug, is the great difficulty which Hes inthe path of school Com-
missioners. In many places they are siowly and sometimes reluc
1anily paid, ecspeciaily when claimed from these who derived uo

direct benefit from the schools in operation, there is always a
teluctance felt to institute an action for the recovery of a few shil-
lings when 1t is known that the costs will perhaps be equal to donble
the amounnt sued for, and even when an action has been inslituted
and judgment obiained, prompt payment does not always follow,
beeause it is known that a still greater relucianco exists 10 cauvse an
execution to jssue.

Mr. Valade has charge of the catholic schools of the city
of Montreal, and of all the schools of Jacques Cartier, Ho-
chelaga, Vaundreuil and Soulanges. 1le speaks fuvorably of
the state of things in his district, which we may add is
generally born out by our personal experience, this district
being one of those in which we have been able to visit
schools, from time to time, without interfering with our
oflicial duties.

The schools in my district are directed with talent, and shew
progress 3 the teachers are better remunerated, and the Commis-
siotters are very zealous and act in perfect harmony with the rate-
payers. It was most agreeable to see the number of parents and
otlier intetested inhabitants of cach municipality, who accompanied
me in my visits to the several school-houses. The Commissioners
have bzcame better convinced of the high mission commitied to
their charge and with scarcely any exception, gladly accompanied
me in wmy examinations. With myself they have had a better oppor-
tunity of judging of the real an:i apparent progress made by the
schosars than can be done in public examinations, where true talent
is mads: 1o shine 5 but where also, perseverance and apphication uve
often overlooked. Though there are still many schools that remain
comparatively stationary, yet a greater facility in reading is more
general, lud-writing s more perfect, and in the more progressive
schools geography and composition have become favorite subjects
of study. However, I regretio add, that withmetic and grammar,
the two most essential branches, do not receive any where the
attention which they should command. ‘The management of the
scholastic finauces of our municipalities, I consider as conducted
upon a very defecuve system, which is the cause every year of
complaints and recrimination. This is due, sometimes 1o the igno-
rance and incapacity of the secretary-treasurer, at other times to
his apathy and inditference, but often, I regret to say, to the want
of integrity in this officer.

1 have given particnlar attention to this portion of my duties, and
if I caunot flater myself that I shall see all these difficultics over-
come, suli 1 trust that for the future, such a strict watch will be
kept by the Commissioners over the sceretary-treasuref, that the
secounts will be handed over witih more regularity and cleamness
than heretofore.  The district this year assizned to my inspection,
has otlered a greater number of gowld schools, of mare able masters,
better remunerated, a better set of School Conimissioners, attentive
and well disposed, in fact, in every respect a more happy concate-
nation of circumstances tending towanls the wise and beneficent
views of the Legislature on education, than I have ever had occa-
sion to remark Lefore. )

The following facts are worthy of attention, we give them
as stated in the concluding part of Mr. Valade’s report.

I will confine myself to a few gencral remarks which will com-
plete these statistics.

1. ‘The ehildren of, from five to seven years, and those from four-
teen 1o sixteen, are comparatively in the propostion of 1 to 20.

2. The number of girls who attend school are about equal in
nwmber to that of boys.

3. ‘The average attendance at school in summer is about the
same, as in winter.

4. Very few catholic children attend protestant schools, and
fewer protestants attend catholic schools.

3. The country district-schools are almost without exception under
the diveciion of female teachers.

6. With the exception of {our schools which are attended excln-
sively by children of British origin, all the others are attended by
children of French-Canadian extraction.

7. Al the schouls withiu any district of inspection, ave with very
few exceptivns, provided with black-beards, and even chants, which
léas bcm; areatly the cause of the progress made in arithmetic and

coziaphy.

Finaly, Sir, T beg lcave to reiterate the assurance of my own
individual zeal v favor of Education, by which I am indoced with-



