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as. relatincr the story to 50111C onie, it
inay be Ihîîuself. lie is ini an excite(l
fraine of iniind anîd so lie sings.

11he whole is a cor.crete picture of
the situation but it is tvpical of soîxie-
thing. Browvninîg sets no evil spirit,
tiot soiiietliiig special but a feeling of
despair wvlich cornes over mien, over a
race soinetiînes, a feeling titat life is
imisatisfactory. It is a universal inood
and Browvninîg cliooses Sauil to repre-
sent a typical mani, Who, notwitx-
standing lus splendid attainnientsstili
asks wvhat good is it ail. To drive
away that spirit coines David, tCe
spirit of poetry, of represenitative
l)oetry. '['lie poet is to Browning the
seer. David is a poet and a seer, a
grea.t prophet, a inan wvlo lias a deeper
insiglit into tic wavs of the uniiverse
thani inost ie and lience is more con-
tent to live. Fîirtiîer, the yolung
D)avid, iresli froin tîte coutntrv, is the
type whlich Browning inost admires.

If von followv the song of David iin
tîtis îîoein you sec the developmneit
roi lthe sit»î)le sootliig effects of

sweet souxîds to wordis of a silnl)1C
cliaracter accoiuîpanied by mnusic, on
tilt wvc have wvords witlîout iiusie wlvhcu
David at last attains to tue highiest ii-
siglit into God incarnate.

Corning to the introduction, Abner is
the captaiîî of the Kiîîg's host. David
has been calîcci fromn tue fresh fieldls to
play bufore Saul. E verythinig about
David suggests fre-4uîess and -%<>utli
evervtlîing about Icaul aridity anidc age.
Browvninîg is îîsîally very spar iîg of
physical details but tîtese are extraor-
dinarily effective.

"At first I saw% iiaughit but thxe Iîlack-
ncss, but soont I discried a sonîcthing
iitorc black tiain darkitcss.''

Iii V we have the first attempt at
potry, inusic so simple and senisuons,
that it affects even the aflnaIs. This
is the lower inatuire tlîat wve slîare wvîtl
the beasts. Tlieii iii VII, the Sonug
rises a little highier witi simpule words.
Browning takes the eariiest subjects
wvlicli wvere- no douht, put inito poetry
îanely, feastiîîg, inarriage, dcath and

wvorsliîip. At the end of titis conies te
fîrst ellect on Sautl. '*fholugh lie w«as
<iead in a trance, D)avid lias now suic-
ceedeci iii awakeniiitg ls tower niature.

.Stanza IX is tiot purely music. The
first part to Elle 78 celebr-u>tes the
pleasuire inan fiîtds iniiilure activity.
LUfe is a -g0od tlîing. Browîîîug- le-
liev'ed it. 'flic reinainder o! the stanza,
praiscs the lîiglîcr ac-ivities iii Nvordls
like those of Rabbi Beil E .,I.

l'et <>11e iiit)i attesti
I have lîved, seeni God's hiîaîd througi a

life-titut,, and all Nvas for st'
As by the laltors o! the tliroe, gold is

lxronghit ont o! the rock, so love aiffl
rage inake mant more intenise.

lthe potirn CtlC(l origiiially '«ith
stanza. IN and< -%as first putllislied iii
Belîs atid I><iiegrauiates. Vl2e it ai)-
Itearcîl ii 18,55 iii iLs itresetit forin. iii
"M2den anîd\onet'

lit 'X te I4ord's Arixuy'' is probahly
tîte lieavetuly liost. Vitre is an extril-
Orlittarv use of1 ''strainis' iii tue saine
hune refcrriiug to the exciteinexut of the
host M«ien it passcd ini 1Ezekiel. Sa-:#
bec<uincs aliv- buit <lesîairs still. .Tust
as thte great inoittaiti Nvitit its bleak,
barrenx sheet o! sîîow, riscs stark audf
black but stili wvitil possibilities of life,
so Saxti stanîds takiuîg nîo interest in
life yet itot dead.

David stops iuow to consider wvhat he
lias acconiplislted, Sauil is alive but
filled with despair, D)avid niow seeks
souuxe positive stimunlanit. Sauil adinits
life is a goo<l tiiuîg yet lie (lots uxot
wvîsi ho live. 'VTe consolations of life

5<) far, are tîxose wvhîch a uxuan. would,
Iiîmd it liiiseif bmut t lîcre are the Iiglier
conisolatiotts, o! work revcahiiîg wliat
lic lias <lotie anîd wlat 1wý xîav do to
lielix otluers.

Titis is tue objective poetry (-f life
represettîg itinu aIl its varionis as-
pects. Nowv David tiîrows iisel! mui-
agitîatively itito the lives <of others ~.i
coules to lthe i)oetry of tue sotîl. Frutit
chocs., inucli for otiiers, $0 Satil lias
somnetiig t<) confer ou ail otiiers
througi luis dee(ls. D)avid. savs iii effect
tîtat '«e hiave aIl iinnortality iii our


