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present Ministry or to the system which that Ministry represents, It was
clear that a struggle for power, involving fundmmental constitutional ques.
tions, would ensue. The leaders on both sides deprecated such a struggle,
but they bave proved unable to prevent it. The wecks passed have Leen
tempestnous. The Diet has won some victories on minor points j but the
most Radical section has forced the fighting on the budget, demanding such
reductions that the Ministry declares itself wholly unable to comply. The
Moderates seek only such economy in administration as may reasonably be
agreed to. The Radicals want the fundamental political problem solved st
once ; the Moderates seck a compromise that shall permit a gradual and
peaceful emergence from the difficulties thac every one admits. There isuo
party which advocates the Government outright, or defends the present sys-
tem. As in so many other questions, all are progressive, the dispute being
as to the pace. And all well-wishers to Japan must desire the defeat of
the Radicals, since their victory will result in the sharpest erisis the cmpire
has known in years. Unfortunately they control the Lower Iiouse bya
decisive majority.
Tue Mepprive Yourn.

The oddest feature, and the most inexplicable, of the situation, is the
fashion in which young men of no apparent claim to influence or position
constitute themselves the guardians of the empire’s honor. As in years
past such men have assassinated ministers of State, so now they lanl
themselves together that they may coerce the Diet. Their influence is
Radical, and they have repeatedly attacked members not of their way of
thinking, and their threats of vengeance are constant. Some of them have
been banished from the city ; but the strangest element in the situation is
the comparative immunity from punishment which they cnjoy. Some
influence seems to protect them, and accordingly reports are not wanting
that they are in the pay of various influential personages. Until Japm
learns in private aud in public, in the family, the school, and the State, tu
discipline and restrain the youth who now grow rank, we cannot ¢xpecta
peacciul and orderly development.

Tue Toreiex TreaTIES.

The parliamentary struggle has diverted attention somewhat from the
question of treaty revision, but indications in plenty show that the suljert
is not out of mind. And the popular demand rises with each delay, The
foreign powers missed their opportunity when, years ago, Count Inoue wes
ready to grant all that reasonable men had any right or wish to demand.
But the foreign powers could not agree among themselves or with him.
Now popular sentiment must be taken into serious account. No minister
would dare make a treaty which public sentiment disapproved. Hislife
would not be safe for an hour.  Aud public sentiment is not more eason
able in Japan than clsewhere.  Since in the past the representatives of the




