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prcsent Ministry or to the systcmi whicb that Miriistry represents. It %vas3
elear that a struggle for power, involving,, fundaînental constituitionai ques.
tions, wouid cusuie. The leaders on Iothi side's deprecated sticb a strugu,
but thcy 1iaive provcd unabie to prevent it. Tho weeks passed have been
ternpestnous. The Diet lias won somne victories on minor point-,; but t1ic
most Radical section bias forced the fighiting on the budget, deîuauding' silei
reductions that the Ministrv declares itscif iwboily unable to, coînpiy. ie,
Moderates seek oniy sucb econoimy in administration as mnay rezisonabiy be
agreed to. The Radicals want the fundamental political problem soivcd at
once ; the Moderatos seek a com promise that shall permit a graduai ana
penceful emergence from the difliculties thac every one admits. Thiereis iw
party which advocates the Government outrigbit, or defends the present sys-
teni. As in so many other questions, ail are progressive, the dispute beiffi'
as to the pace. And ail wcll-wishers to Japan mnust desire the defeat ot
the Radicais, since thoir victory wvill resuit i the sbarpest crisis t1ie enipire
Las known in years. «Jnfortunately tliey control the Lowcr loiese liv a
decîsive majo'rity.

TinE MEDDLING YoUrrr.

The oddest featuire, and. the inost inexplicable, of tlie situation, is thlp
fashion in whicb young mn of no apparent claimi to influence or p)osition
constitute tbemnsclves the guardians of the empire's hionor. As in years
past such mon bave assassinated ministers of State, s0 floi thicy band
theniselves together thiat they may coorce the Diet. Thecir influience is
Radical, and they have repeatedly atta(.k-d iianbers not of t1teir mav (4
tiîinking, and thieir threats of vengeance are constant. Somc of thenii Live
been banislied froni the city ; but the strangrest clement in the situaztion ii
the comparative immunjity froan punishrnent 'which they enjoy. Soine
influence seenis to protect thern, and aeccordingly reports are flot wvanting,
tbat they are in t'ie pay of varions influiertial personages. lintil JhapAn
Icarus in private anad in public, in the faniiily, the sebool, and thie State, t..
discipline and restrain tire youth wvho now grrow rnwe cannot espeet a
peacLiul and ordcrly developinent.

Tur, roREiGS. TREATIES.

The parliamentary struggle lias dive> t attention somcivhat froin ti;c
question of treaty revision, but indications in plerrty Show thrat, the SuIjtvt
is flot out of mind. And the popular dcmnand, riscs witb cadi dd-ay. Tie
foreign powers misscd tioir opportunity when, years agro, Count Inoie was
ready to, grant ail that rensonable mn liad any right or wishi to dcrnand.
But the foreign powers could flot igree amiont, themselves or witIi Min.
Now popular sentiment inust be talien iinto serins account. No iniite
would dare niale a treaty wliîiel publie -;cntimienit disapproved. 11ks lite
would not bo F-ate for an hrour. And pulie sentiment is not more rcalsôn-
able in Japau than elsïewliere. Since ini tire past the representatives of tire
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