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808 SIX YEARS IN UTAH. [November

because I sought to maintain a judicious reticence as to my projects and
ruling aims. It was plainly a case where the harmlessness of the dovs
demanded as a supplement the wisdom of the serpent. Therefore a quag
incognito scemed clearly in orvder, and was maintained. And yet T sought
to improve every opportunity to be present at all manner of public gather.
ings, such as were religious included, and whenever it was convenient
visited the Mormon schools. More than once, however, I was called ¢,
withstand most vigorous attempts to convert me from the deadly error of
my ways. Once in particular by a wily elder of much experience and ex.
tended travel, and mine host for the time being, who until long past mid.
night kept me from my slumbers in the effort to demonstrate that
matter how saintly or angelic one might be, there was no salvation for hin
save and except through the grace of baptism administered by a Latter.
day priest. And only the day before I finally left the territory, the first
wife of a hoary polygamist took me solemnly to task for writing such and
so many wicked things against the true ¢ church and kingdom” (tho she
frankly owned that daily before herself and her reighbors I had walked in
a perfect way), gave me her inspired ¢ testimony” that Joseph Smith,
Brigham Young, cte., were God's prophets, the Book of Mormon is 4
piece of handiwork divine, and concluded by giving me fair warning that,
if found incorrigible, I must answer for it in the last great assize ! !
After the choice of eligible fields had been made, the lease or purchase
of real estate was mnext in order, than which no task more perplexing or
fuller of manifold difficulties can easily be imagined. For the most part
the communities were solidly Mormon, the eye of the local bishop was e
every movement, no transfers of property were tolerated without fint
counseling with him, and the presence of a stranger was an occurrence to
be investizated. Many a journcy was made under the torrid heat, anl
with disappointment as the only outcome visible. Later, moonlight came
to be preferred to sunshine, for then the watch dogs of Zion were adeep.
No inquiry could be made without exciting suspicion. Once in dire strais,
venturing to ask of the only man I met concerning a certain vacant corner
lot, the emphatic reply was: ‘“ You are not wanted in these parts. We
know who you are, and don’t propose to let you bring in your Gentil
trumpery.”  Sometimes resort was had to real estate agents in Salt Lake.
But oftenest apostates from the Mormon Church counld be found to actin
the matter, who hated their deceivers and oppressors with a hatred which
knew no bounds. Sometimes months of vexatious delay would intervene
between the first step and the transfer of the title. One village wis
chosen, but after most diligent inquiry not a solitary non-Mormon could
be heard of as resident therein. It was evening when I stepped from the
train at the station, fully Lent upon gaining a foothold here, and asked
for a lodging place. Before retiring 1 scrutinized every face, picture,
book, and paper, and asked divers leading questions, to find if I was inthe
home of friends or foes; but all in vain. Later, in my room the slory




