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NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

We have kept back our present No.
for the purpuse of including un aceount
of the Union of the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia and
the Free Church of Nova Scotia. In
our present aceount we shall avail our-
selves in part of the repurt of the Fit-
ness.

MEETING OF SYNoD.

The Sgnod of the Presbyterian
Chaurch of Nova Scotia met in Prince
Street Chureh, Pictou, on Wednesday
3rd October, and was opened by sermon
from the Rev. Johin L. Murdoch, late
moderator, from Zech. iv. 6, ** Not by
might nor by power, hut Ly my spirit,
saith the Lord.” In the introduction
he described the circumstances in which
these words were spoken. The Jews
were then engaged in r('buihSin;: the
the temple and the ¢i y Jerusalem. For
70 years they had lain in ruins, But
it had heen predicted that her desoln-
tions should ceazse.  This was now ful-
filled. But when the Jews had began
to build, their success stirred up the
spirit of their adversaries. They at
first insidiously proposed to unite with
them in the work. When this proposal
was rejecled, they noxt hired counsel-
Iors against them, through whose nis-
representations a deerce ot King Ar-
taxerzes was obtained stopping the
work. For a time their adversaries
triamphed. At length Nehemiah ob-
tained permission to byild, and orders
to the officers of Government to supply
all materials necessary.  Their success
again excited the jealousy of their ad-
versarics.  But when God’s time comes
to work, he can render all the schemes
of his ndversaries the very means of ad-
vancing his cause. King Darius issued
a decree ordering that necessury su£~
plies should be furnished out of the
King’s revenue, and that if any man
should alter this decree his house should
be pulled down, and timber taken there-
from, and be hanged thereon. From
this time opposition ceased. At this
time Zechariah prophesied and was au-
thorized to predict the speedy termina-
tion of the work. What though their
adversaries might be mighty and pow -
erful, yet thair opposition would be
fruitless. “Who art thou, O Great
mouatain, before Zerubbabel thou shalt

become a plain.” &. The text suppliy;
the reason for their triumph,  The g
was God’s, and would be earried on iz
his power. .

App'ying this to the Chureh of Chyjs
the text taught us, I. On what the egig,
ence, continuance and prosperity of +f,
church was nof dependant, and, IJ. g,
what it is dependant.

On the first goneral head the speagg
remarked,

L. The Church does not cxist by by
an sufierance or permissiva. It o
and will exist in spite of evers oppg
tion from man. It has withstood ergy
cffort of the most powerful of pyy
kind.  The enemies of the Qe
have sometimes imagined that they wy
likely to be suecessful in overthimgg
her; bat He that sits in heavey b
laughed, the Lord held them in dei.
The church has been ¢ast Into thefy
nace, bug it has been that' she miy
come out purified. The Hush Lun
but is not consumegd. " -

2. Lhe church does not depend onf
patronage of civid  Goprerwuments, j
man institutions may depend for ¢}
existence upn human  govornmer:
but divine institutions cqurt nagg
smiles of the great, It is the dur
all in high places ta exereise their pi
in a consistent way for the v
truth.  But it isa glorions trat
when they are faithless to _their i
tions the church can exist and prog
without them. An idea has bee
times prevalent with some, that i« if;
the patrouage of the state, the chy
could not maintain its existence, &
ideas of this kind was on the wink
many Protestants at the time of
Reformation, a similar idea prers
with many at the time of the Secesé
and even at the time of the disrups
such a glorious career as thatof
Free Church without the patronag
the state, was not anticipated either
friend or foc.

Statesmen have indeed profes
take the church under their care,
has cornmonly only been to hringiti
bondage to their schemes of ws
policy. Can it be really religion
1nduces statesmen to support with
readiness, Presbhytery or Epissy
Protestantismn, or Popery—and




