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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

warned from that of hell, and whose unblushing forehicad we now
shtink to see, xs she prowls through the streets for her proy. Give
ma back the lifo of this youth who dicd tho drunkard's death—
and dread his doom—and who now, while his mother by the
body rucks un her cheir in specchlces sgony, lics laid out in a
chamber whero we daro not speak of camfur?, but aro left to weep
with thoso that weep, “ dumb, upening not the mouth.””  Rehievo
us of the fears that lic hoavy on our hearts, for the character end
tho souls ufsomo who hold parley with the devil by this forbiddon
tréo, and are floating on the edge of that great Gulf Stream which
#weops its victims onwards to moot most woeful ruin.

Or this n a different voin :—

* We liavo gons down un a Sabbath.day to do duty m some of
tho wretched localitics of the old town, when we could hardly
hear our own voice for the uproar in tho neighbouring apartment.
Woa stopped on one orcasion in the middlo of 8 baptisinnl servieo,
to ask the parent to ly down his child, and fullow us to prevent
murder in-the next room, whorothe screams of women, tho sound
of blows, &nd of men struggling on the floor, and terrific crica of
mutder, wero awful noiscs to ono accustomed {o calm and gaict
Sabbathis. We havs pulled the whisky-bottle from holow the pil.
low of & dying mothor, where it lay concealed, whifo tho Bible
was osteniationsly displayod abave. ~ We have gone tu pray with
a dying woman, nnd found her, within an hour of eternity, mnd
with drink ; and wo shall never forgot the horior with wineh, al-
thougl, aceustomed to sou death in all shapes, we gazed on that
terribio and rovolting scene—drunken women round tho bad, and

8u far ofl muet go along with Dr. Guihirie, and further still—
a8 whore he argues that no considerations of revenue or of privato
mterest should be suffrred to stand as barriors against the remoy-
ol of this evil. “L'oonc of his remedies also—* that the drunkard
shuuld be dealt with as & man who commits a great crimo against
suciety”—we accede as juet in prmeiple, though it might bo per-
plexing and inefficacious in operatinn,  But when ho comes to his
other and chiaf reanedy, we have nothing to offer but dissent and
difficulties.  Here it in ~the reader has often scen it before ;~—

** We believo that dram and drinking shopa carry on & trade
which is cesentially vicious, and, thercfore, that tho law should
step forward, not v open, but ehut them—not to hcense, but to
put thom down ;—granting a heeose to no honse for dnnk to bo
cansuined on tho pretmses, save to such a number of mne and ho.
tels as aro requircd for the accommodation of travellers and
strangore.  This furnishes n clear prineiple. It i8 a grand thing
to get hold of a principle, and when we have got 1t, tt 13 a grandor
thing to go threugh with it."

What ia the « principle” of which Dr. Guthrio has hore “ got
liold 1t is not that drinking should bo lcgally a ecnmo—for
“ strangers" aro still in drink n inne, and reaidcnts n private
houses, It ia morely that persons shall not b permitted to drink
LR d-1 f. e in | distinguished trom other
hauses by paying a tax to Government, and heing under suryoil-
lanco of the polico.

‘I ho root of the mistake, as we presumo to consider 1it, here
made by Dr. Guthiio und others, is in & delusion as to what ¢ li.
censing” virtually is.  They speak of 18 as a facihity and encou-

& waoman drunk and dying on it, who raised hersolf up on her
wreiched pallet fo s;»eut{ the last remuing of hifo in da z us to
our face."

Although the apathy alluded to inthe fullowing passagé may
in part be accounted for from a sonso of helplessness, the fact of
its oxisteneo hies always struck us as strange, compared with the
forvor and cfforts often oxpended on objocts where tho difficultics
aro as grroat and tho evila

% When we c. “~idor how fow there are who have not some
fricnd, or dear and near rolative, who has cost thom many an
anxious thought—it may be many u bitter tear—and, if Chris.
tinns, many « long, and camest, and agonized prayer to God, this
apathy appoars most wonderful.  ‘There are few families who
have not glt this moro or Jess deoply.  We cungratuluto the read.
cr If lus own be an exception.  But that many hearts aro blecding
in sccret—that many parents go mourmng to their graves —that
many brothets are weeping ovor o sister's ain—that many sistars
are praying over a brother's depravity—that wmany wives are
sweking ther lonely pillow with teara—tkat many mothers are
keeping their sud watch at night, to let in o son whose shame they
would hide frnm others—ia known to God, and te some of us m.
trusted with the arrowe of demestic trinls.  The angel of death
lian spread his wings over this land, and the plague is in many &
houso of which the public dream nut.  Now, we huve not {vund
—~whst wo certainly nught have expented in such circumstauces
~—a strong horror and hatred of the cause which has been the su.n
of those we love.  One would think that a prous and affectionate
parent would alinost hate the very sight of what had proved the
banc of his happincea, and tho grave of his dearest affections. . .
In sympathy with that feeling, wo have scen a mother tarn with
loathing frem tho sca.  Her cottage stood on tte shore.  In the
magmficent cxpanse of vcoan, now gleaming in the sunshine, or
fownng in tho storm—this, the grandest of God’s works, i vain
appealed to her tasto, and moro than that (for sho was a devout
Chrstan,) to her devotion.  She had an only son; aud, as sho
stood oue day at her cottage door, sho waiched bum in his boat
upon the deep. By somo mismanagoment it was upset,  She
erw her boy in the water—she saw Inm strugghng for hfe—eh !
sho saw himn go down before her eyce—and for many & year she
lomthed the sight of that beautiful ocean ;—down 10 18 depihs her
hopes Iny buried ; it hed snatched her boy from her arms, and
teft her heart and her hiomo a dosolsuon,  And when wo
havo scen thoeo who had o far moro bitter loss to Inment, in the
rutn wrought by this vico on thoso thoy love, show, in thar own
practice, and the freo usc of thers stunulants, no sign either of
fear, or surrow, or aversion, wo have sat astonished at their apathy,
snd wondered why thoy svinpathized so lutle with the foclings of
that mother, as wo remeinber her at her cottsge dour, and while
her fip trembled and the tears sfatted in her eye, pomung us to
the very fpot which hsd changed gen, and earth, and hume, aud

all to hor."

[—

rag t offered by thoe State to the salo of spirits ; whercas it is
a burden and discouragement.  The law does nct  stop forward
to liceneo™ the butcher and baker, and yot tho spint-dealer would
bo glad to bo in their place.  Flo is dealt with more hardly than
ather traders, becanse the State thinks that his trade 18 ono that can
bo righteously tuxed, and that requires lisitation and supervision.
Founding not merely on rousoning, but on the listory of varied,
and repeated, and recent experiments, our position is, that this
principle, which is rest:iction—* licodsing™— buing n mere techni.
culity—~hos been curried us fur as it wholesumely can.  Dr, Guth.
tio’s pasitiot is that *‘ we should go through with the prmeiplo"—
that is, that the lnw should prokilat.

Now, waving il othor guestions, we w. st say it is not fair
vither to the public or to the enuse, to keep out of sight the fact
that this policy of proh bition has bean tricd on a Jarge scale, as
well as often on a emull-—always with utter falure and immense
misclicf.  For about seven years (1736-43°, there were only ‘Two

liccused spirit-relailers in all England—~—and yet the consump. |

tion of spivils within that period greatly inrreased, nccompanicd
with cvils and disorders unknown before.  After a seven years®
trinf, conducted with =0 much rigour, that 75 parsons punished
under tho law, died in the jails of London alone; the Leguslaturo
repealed the act, ccknowlodging that nothing had been accom.
phished bat mischier  ‘Po forget this and similar facts in our hise
tory—o go on spesking and printing as1f the prolubiion policy
hud never heen tried or never failed—is something Itko u muckery
uf the public, and u muischief to a good cause.

Another fallucy in present fuvor is tu talk, when convenient, for
the purpose of the moment, of the use of dnnk, and not morely
tho abuse, as @ vier, I will bo scen, from Dr. Guthrie’s “ro.
mody,” which permits ¢ strangers” to pot dnnk mn inns, and
everybody in their own houscs, that this is not always the ground
taken; but that the ground is sometimes taken ung sumetimes
shifted, only shows the louso modo i which tho well-meaning agi.
tators proceed. It is easy to sco r of conv in this
inconaistency.  1f the ground of dninking being in iself a crime,
is taken, then the way is well cleared fur the tnal of absolutely
repressive measures—but the Association would require to com.
mence by bringing inas guilty nine in every ten of sts own mom-
bers. f the erime is to be field ae consisting only i the nbuse
ot oxcess, then this and similar difficulues ate got over; but many
of tho most favourite argaments of Dr. Guihrie and vthers, dissolvo
away.  For instance, he unhappily seks (p, 16)—* Are not
houres of abandoned charncter declared illogail”  Yes, but by
reason and rebigion, that vice 18 always and every whero a vice,
with no distinetion (us Dr Guthrio makes in tho case of drinking)
of cxtent, person, or place,  And, to complete the unhappincss of
Dr. Guthrie’s allusion, he forgets what an entire dead-lotier—how
universully snd glaringly digregarded—is tho prolubstion he ad.
duces us an argement ond encouragement. Al tlus blunderiag
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