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The commencement of some enterprises is itself
an exrnest of their accomplishment, for the prin-
cipal difficulty in the way may be overcome when
& beginning has been made. Hence the prover-
bial saying to be found inseveral languages—t¢ A
work begun is balf snded.” We would not now
stay to note all the conditions that must be found
in the commencement of an undertaking in order
to warraut us to infer the certainty of its comple-
tion; suffice it to say, that the enterprises of Chris.
tisn benevolence, competent for societies, or eccle-
sistical assemblies, must be taken up with a one-
ness of purpose, and from a deep conviction of
duty and feeling of dependance on the blessing
of the Holy Spiritin order to permit the hope that
they will be prosecuted to a successful termina-
tion.

Considering this, and reviewing the records of
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Cunada,
we cangot but think that some of its undertukings
have been begun without any proper seuseof thess
importance, or without counting the cost of suc-
cessin them. It would be casy to natne seversi
whose history is this :~—they were resohied to be

deeply important, were entrusted to committees,
and were never more heard of. We are about to
name one of these measures, and in downg so, we
mean to insinuate no other censure against the
mover of it, or the committee on whom it was de-
volved, than that to which we ourselves as trem.
bers of the Syuaod are justly hable. The measure
to which we refer, is “An Overture for missionus to
the aboriginal inhabitants scattered over the temi-
ritories of British North America.” It now seems
to us that the error comuwitted in regard to the
eutertaining the project of such missions was not
that the scheme wus too vast; though it isa
vast undertaking to send Missionaries as was
contemnplated into the regions around Hudson's
bay, especially for a Church like ours so destitute
of funds, of Missionaries, and ot what canin some
wmeasure command both a Missionary Spint ; but
that we were overlooking a far wider, and mare
important Missionary field, and that nearer us,yes,
at onr very duors. We allude, not to the loca-
tions of new settlors; these, small as our strength
15, iave not been altogetlier neglected by us ; but
to the Freuch population of Lower Canada. This
amunnts, we believe, to well nigh half a million of
souls, and, when we reflect on the gross igonorance
mwhich, by the adunesion of al), they are mvolved;



