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-hey took in repclling the recent insurrcction.  They
. were amongst the first who repaired to the relief of Yhe
city of Toronto: they weren the fiont of the bagle,
oz rather pursuit, of the rebels in Yonge street; and in
their barracks and on thur march, like the soldiers of
- the Covenant 200 years ago, they had their pastor with
then. And now to thar higher hionour be it said,
they have called on him to print the sermon which he
preached to then on the occasivn of the public thanks-
giving for the suppressivn of the insurrcction, and
that scrmon, we venture 10 say, was amongst the best
that were preached on that day.

Like all the sermons of Mr. George which we have
hicard, and like the onc which he publishid, and \v,jxich
we reviewed in an carly number of this Journul—it
is a powerful and massive discourse. We perccive
some want of care or of ad in the Jointing and pol-
isking its minuter parts, but it has many substantial
cxcellencics. It 1s founded on these words of Paul:
¢ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.'—
Romans, xiii. 1., and the scope of itisto sct forth the
dutics of subjects to their rulers.  ‘Lhese are illus-
trated and enforced under the following heads:

1. That it is the duly of all good subjeets to pray
Jor their rulers. .

Y. Thatit is tac duly of subjects to pay taxes,
“that the Gorerament under achiek they liveyand by
whick they are protecled, may be supporled.

1. That subjects oughdt to honour their ruders.

IV. Itis the duty aof subjccls, in all cascs, 1o aid
their rulers ; and, if assailed by vivlence, to defend
theme.

.

In the illustration of these, there is greater minute-
ness in cxpounding the prineiples of the British Con-
stitution and of other topics which go to constitute
the argument for the expedicncy of submission to m-
Ters, than what we conecive to be strietly praper for a
pulpit discourse; hut, a considerable latitude mitst be
given to preachers on such oc , and certainly no
minister who was limsclf a good subject, conld on our
day of public thanksgiving have contented “himself
with an illustration of the dutics of subjeefs'in the

" abstract. -

o
We carnestly wish an extensive circulation for this
. Scnuon in our congregations.

v .

Wetake a few passages from it at sandom; any
onc page of itis a fair specimen of the whele

Under the fourth head, which states it tobe * tic
axly of subjects, in all cases, 1o aid their vilers, and,
if assailed by cialencs, to defeud thom,” wequote the
following remarks: i

“ This may he looked at under twoaspeats.  Firse,
it is the duty of all subjects toaid their ruless in car-
rying the laws into cficct. It really matters wnthing,
how excelicntsoever the laws may be, unless the peo-

. Dle gencrally are ready o lend lival westiance i de-
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tecting offenders, and in bringing the guilty to punisi.
ment. Without such aid from the people, the nagis.
rate will be impotent, and the Jaw become a dead
letter. Andthis truth and its consequences are just
the more apparent the freer the civil institutions of q
countiv are.  Where disregard to the laws begins, ail
safety ends  Norcan there be a more dangerous state
of things, than when criminals can counton apuny,
from the protection thrown around them by the marbg
?'m athy of a conununity ignorant or regardless of
the high claims of justice.  Everv man—the meanes
not less than the greatest—shonld feel that he hasa
deep interest in the laws being fully supported, and
the claums of justice buing ever held imvielate. Henee,
itis his duty to give all the assistance hic can to the
ministers of justice—the servants of Government,

“ But, second, subjects must defend rulers if they are
assailed by vivlence.  Under vrdinary circuunstances,
the regular furce of the state is quite sufficient for the
protection of authority. There may, however, be
emergencics—youare at noloss to conccive of such—
when' this force may cither not be at hand, or may
not besuflicicnt. “The path of duty is then plain—if
the Gouvernment be unprotected, and assailed by vio-
lence, every man who does not wish it “overthrown
will rush if he possibly can, to its defence. And
whenhe has doneso, and exposed himsclf to danger,
gc has done nothing more than what was barely his

uty.

“ But the discharge of this picce of duty rests, of
course, on the supposition that defensive war is law.
ful. This, you are aware, has, ol late, in this Pro-
vinee, been frequently called in question. . This opin-
ion is not novel, although it has acquired, in ons
umes, rather a novel form; and is found to embrace
principles neither wise nor safe, and, in some cases,
far from being honourable tothose who hold it.  1beg
that 3t may bedistuctly understoud, that it is my sin-
cere conviction that war on any other grounds what.
somever than those purely defeusive is the most heiv-
ous wickedness. And were it possible to collect all
thie curscs whichthe prophets of Goud ever pronounced
against sinners, and pour them forth in one deep de-
nouncement, that denvuncement ought to fall on the
gwlty heads of those inen who have been the means
of originating and carrying on unlawinl wars, Ag-
eression in this matter is 2 sort of wickedness thathas
hardly any parallcl.  But docs the eriminality of this
hiethish conduct sender detensive war unlawfiil 7 We
think the very reverse.  Itis just because men wift
make aggressive wars thatdefensive war becomes ak
solutely necessary, and, on the plainest and mont -
cred principles of justice, clearly lawful,  Xahall g
takc up your tune by any lengthened argument insup-
pott ot this. The people whom Iaddress do notnesd
argnent onso plain amatter; and they have, Irus,
too wtich honesty and loyalty t pretend perplexity of
judguent, where there is mercly perversity of wil?
Those who deny the lawiulness of defensive war for
the sake of consistency, ought to go 'a step further,
and deny the use of ol civilGovernnent. For insuch
a world as ours—and wemust just take men as they
are, and niotas we could wish them to be—a Goverr.
ment withowt furee willt very quickly be resolved into
a nmber of penons whe, bear titles—wear certain
svmbols—play their respective parts in a national pa-
geant—complacently heir,and impotently announce
opinions. It contending pariics choose to fisten, good;
it not, the matter, as far as the Government is con-
cerned; isaan end.  Butif force is used by those in
auwthoraty, in order to_carry out their decision, and if
vialence musthe employed in giving effect to” law—
in defending the innorent—or in bringing the guike

o punshment—whcther this shall be the work «f




