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one of the earliest of the gardon potatees,
of fine quality, and eole of the best for fore-
ing for early crops. If the ground Nvas not
prcépared last fîîlI, iL shonid be made ready
as soon as the frost is ont, so that it can bo
plowved six iaches deep, and the potatoes

* planted.
In order to facilitato Uic crop, some par-

sons set a barrel of secd by the kitchen
steve about the end of Marclh, Nwbere the)'

* reniais until sprouts have startcd haîf an
inch lu Iengtb. In this case the top of the
ipotatoes must be covered with boain or a
cloth to keep out flue liglit. Others Iav a
bushel or two of seed upor. grass grounid,
la some %varia slot, and cover thein wvith
horse Inanure suiflicientîy deep to kcep
ivarm. Thcy ivili sprout reaclily in this
condition if tlîcy arc kcpt inoist and ivarin,
a nd can be got at te plant inore casily
than froin a barrel. Others, stilî, %who on-
Iy require a few, start thin iii hot bcds.

Planting should take place j ust as soon
as thc soul is dry enou.-fl to admit the
wvorking of it. Plant , i f thiere is a dlry
surface sîîfficint, te coî'er wvith, even if the
frest is a foot deep below. Befere plant-
ing, prepare liberal liole;3 and fill theni with
a shovelftul of biorse stable ianuire. Cover
this witli a sprinkling of fresh, dainp xnold,
and place tlue "set" or sccd on this, and
cover tlîree luches deep. Mr- J. Knight
says tbat if te "sets*' are piaced iwith tlîeir
ieading biuds upwvard, a, feîv and very strongy
early stemis ivill be produccd ; au(l if thm
position ho reverscd, mnany wcak and later
bhoots ivilI arise, and uîot only the eariiness
but Use quality of flic produce be deprecia-

ISy puttingy tise above suggestions in
practice, every perses may expeet a fine
dishi of nearly ripened potatees by tise
Fonrth of Juiv with. bis roasted lamb
and green peas, and anl ablindant, suîp-
ply at'tcr the 20th of the s-aille month.
llow can the fariner add te tue coinfort, and
ieaith of bis family lu ai better way

THE CANADA THISTLE,
IIfIS is probabiy eue of the ruost

trouiblesome plants witls which. tlue
thrilers ]lave te coxîteiîd. Ovingy
te its alinost usiversal disseinina-

'tion and Nvonderfulily prolifie char-
~-'acer, the quantity of sced

aunualiy preduced is se immense
that ne region eau reasonably be expeed
l ong te estape its presence. The only re-

medy, indced, -w'hich eau, uuder the cit-
cumistances, be even partially succcssful, is
to watch its first appearance, and careftilly
eradicate the roots. Whiere this is (lone,
the tlîistle soon disappears, and if not per-
petuatcd by the dissemnination of fresh seeds
froas neighboring or distant plantations,
Will cease to give annoyance. Wlîere
lanîds have already beconie foui with this
production, the best zuethod is to eut them,
about the time the seed begins to fly. At
this period the large stalks are lbolloiw, and
if the tops are rcmov'cd just before a rain
the ivaterî %ill assist tlie work by filling the
tubes and causing rot at the roots. Some
pref'er cutting while the plants are iii full
bloom, and after sowing on fine sait, tura
in shcep or other animaIs, 'Vhosc partial-
ity for that minerai induces themi to gnawv
down the situîps, into w'hichi it bas enter-
cd, tili the iijury caused to tlic roots, pro-
duces death, and prevents further trouble.

On the subject of noivingi a vriter says:
"Let the thistle grow in aIl its luxuriance

tilI about tie time seed begrins to scatter
witli the down. At this time it ivill be
founid on examlination that the stalk is hol-
low. 'Mowv tc thistles just before a raiîî,
if possible, and the Nvet, by enttriug the liol-
low stalk, descends to the root and effcc-
tually dcstroys it. 1 have k-nown large
fields of thistles almiost catirely killed ia
this way by one cutting. The effcct de-
pends on the decomposition which takes,
place lu the root, cfi'ccted by the admission
of inoisture through Uthc stalk. he exper-
inient, eau easily be tricd by cutting part of
a plat of tbistles just bef'ore thecy blooin, and
the remainder after the seed bas become
liard and the stalk hollow."

Lt is frequently the case that no efforts
%Yhatever are made to cnrtail the spread of
tlîis pest whc-u it bas once obtained a foot-
hold upon tie soil, and it is pernîitted to
sl)rcad and mature iLs myriad seeds with
as muchi indifference to the result as though
its influence tupon the soul iere hirmîess,
rather thaîî the reverse.

Wbeu souls are te be laid doîvn to grrass,
the presence of thisties should bo consider-
cd as anl imîportant drawback upon their
fertility, and no effort slîould be spared te
render tiein at once and thorouguly frc
froni tue p)ollution. Hay, foulied by tlîis-
tics, is neyer înark-etable, and is, iudeed,
nearly wortlîless; as feed, unless whien the
animais are cornpelled te cat it by the im-
pu Ise of hiungrer.

M


