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TOK YOUNG MARTYR.

AT tho timo of the esvaro persscation of the Chrie-
tians, in the reign of the Ewmpe-or Dioclatisn—aboat
300 yoara after the bicth of oar Lord—-tbo saying of
Kiog David wase remarkably verified in a circumstance
that occurred at the martyrdom of a Christias deacon.
It is written in the Pealms, ¢ Qutof the mouth of
babas and sacklioga bast Toou ordejned strength, be
catse of Thine ensinies, that Thog wmightsst atill ths
onomy aod (ho avepger” And the bistory of the
little maztyr, which I am abous to relate, appears to
exomplify thero worde. .

Tt was at Antioch, the oity whera the disciples were
£t called Christiane, that a doaco™ of the Church of
Omsarea—tbo place from whence the devoyt centa:
tion of ths Roman army scnt for 8. Peter--was sub-
jocied to the most cruel tortarcs, in order to try his
faith, and force bim to deny the Lord who bought
bim with His own precious blood. The martyr amids
bis agonies, per«sted in declaring his belief that there
is but ¢ Ooe God, and one Meditor between God
and men, the Man Cbrist Jesus,” His fluh was al-
et torn o pieces ; the Roman Ewperor, Galerius,
Sicuelf looking on. At lengik, weary of answering
their taunting demands that be should acknowledge
tho many gods of the hoathen mythology, be told his
tormentors to refer the question to any liule cbild,
whose simple understanding could decide whether ut
were better to worshijp one God—the Baker of boa-
ven aund escth—and one Savioar, who was able to
bring us to God—or to worship the gods many, and
lozds many whom the Romana served.

Now 1t happeted that a Roman mother bad ap-
proached the scene of the martyr’s sufferings, hold.
ing by the band a little boy of eight or niue years
old. Py, or the desire of helping the sufferer, bad
probably brought her there ; but the FProvidence of
God had ordained for her an unexpected trial. The
judge 1o sooner heard the Martyr’s words than bis
eye rested on this child, and poiatiag to the boy from
his tribunal, he desiced the Christian to put the
question be proposed to bim.

The question was asked, and to the surprise of most
of thoso who besrd it, the little boy rephied, ¢ God is
one, and Jesus Corist is oze with the Fatber.”

The persecutor beard, but far from being either
softened or convinced, be was filled with fresh rage.
¢ It is a spare,” ¢ U base and wicked Cbristian ! thou
hadst instrocted this child to answer thus® Then
tr.oging to the boy, he gawd more mildly, ¢« Tell me,
ciuld, wko taught you thus to speak. How did you
laarn this faith 2°

The boy planced op to bis mother’s face, aud then
seplied, % It way Gods grace that taught it to my dear
mother; and when Isat upon herkness a little baby,
the taught me that Jesus Christ loved hittle children,
ond I jearoed to love Him for His love to us”

<s et us gce, now, what the love of Cbrist cao do
for.yon,” cried tho cruel judge; and, at a eign from
him the Listors, who etcod ready with their rods, after
the fashion of the Bomans, instantly scized the poor
trembliog boy. Famn wonld the motber have saved
her timid dove, even at the expenso of her own life
¢hs could not dogo; but she conld whisper bim to
trust in the love of Christ, and to maintain trutb.
And the poor child, feeble and timid as be was, did
trast in that love; nor could all the craelty of his tor-
montors separate bim from it. .

“ What can the love of Christ do for him zow 2
akad tho jadga, as the bloed etrcamed from that ten-
der Qzch.

© It onables kim to endurs wbat his Mastsrendored
o2 bim, and {oras all,” wza the reply.

And again thay smoto tha cbhild to tortare ths Chris.
tian mother,

« What can the love of Christ do for him now 2*
they aked anzin. And tsars fell even from heathen
oyes as that Roman mother, a'thousand timos mors
tortnred than her con, snswered,—

“ I geaches him to forgive bis perrecutors.

Aed ths boy watched bis mother's eye as it ross up
to &eaven (oo bim, nad he thought of tho sufferiogs
of bis dear Lord and 8avioar, of which sbe hsd told
bim; and wben bis tormeotors inquired whether bo
waoald agt now asknowledge ths false gods they served
and deny Christ, be steadfantly answered “ No ! there
is o otkor GGod bos one ; Jesus Christ is the Redeemer
of ¢ho world, He loved me, and I love Him for His
love®

Taen, 83 the poor child fainted benenth the epeat-

:

odzbitkes, they cast the guivering and mangled liulo l

body into the mothor’s avms, crying, “ See what tho
love of yobr Christ can do for bim now” |

And as the mother pressed it gertly to ber bleeding
heart, she anawered.

# That luve will tako him from the wrath of man %
the peaco of beaven.”

u Mother,” murmuted the gaspiag child, “ givo wo
a drop of wator from our cool well upon my tongue !

« Child, thou wouldst not bave timo to receive iti
oro it was bare thou wouldst be drinking of the river
of lifo in tho paradise of God.”

Sho spoko over the dying—for tho little martyr
epsko no more—and thus the mother coalioned—
« Already, dearest, bast thou tasted of tho well that
springeth up to evorlasting iife—tbe grace of Chrirt
givex to His littlo one—thou bast spoken tho trathin
love—arito now, for thy Saviour calleth for thee-
Young. happy martyr for His sake, maoy Ho grant
thy mother grace to follow tby bright path ¥

Tbo boy faintly raised bis quivering eyelids, looked
up to whers tho older martyr wss, and said again,
« Thare it but one God and Jesus Christ whom Ho
bes sent;” and so eaying, ho died—TAe Churchman’s
Compartion. .
o
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Speeck of His Royal Higiness The Prince Consort,
at tbo Educational Conference, held at Willis’s Rooms,
Monday, June 22:—

« Gentlemen—We have met to-day in the sacred
cause of education—of national education. This word
which means no less than the moral and intellectual
developement of the ririny generation, and therefors
the national welfare, is well calculated to engross our
minds, and onens a question wortby of a nation’s
deepest interest and wost anxious consideration.—
Gentlemen, the nation is alive to its importance, aud
our presence here to-day gives further evidence, if
such evidence were needed, of its anxiety to give it
that consideration. Looking to former times we find
that our forefatbers, with their wonted piety and pa-
ternal care, badrestabhished a system of national edu-
cation based upon the parish organisation, and fornsing
part of parish ife, which met the wants of their days
and bad in it a certan unity and completeness which
we may well envy at the present moment. Batin
the progress of time our wants have outstiipped that
system, and the condi‘ion of the country bhas so com.
pletely changed, even within tkese last fifty years, ihat
the old parochial division is no longer adequate for
the present population, which has increased during
that period, in England and Welies, from 9,000,000 to
18,000,000 in round numbers ; and where thers former-
ly existed comparatively smeil towas and villages, we
DoOW see mighty ciiies like Liverpool, Manchester, Hull
Leeds, Birmiogham and othery, wih their bundreds of
thousauds springing up almost as it were by enchant-
ment. London baving iccreased to nsarly two and a
balf million of gonls, and the factory district of Lanca-
shire alone baving agzregated a population of nearly
thres millions within a radius of tbirty miles. This
change could not escape the watchful eys of a patriotic
public, bat bow to provide tbe means of satisfyiog the
new wants could not be a mattor of casy solution,
Whilst zexl for thz public good, a ferveat religious
spirit, and troe philanthropby are qualitiss eminently
distingoitbing our countrymen, the love of liberty and
an aversion to being contrclled by the power of the
State in matters nearest to their hesrts are feelings
which will slways most powerfully influence them in
action. Thus the common object bas been coutem-
plated from the most different poiats of view, aod pur-
sned npan often antagonistic principles. Somo have
sought the aid of Government, others that of the
Church to which they belong; some bave declared it
to ba the duty of the State to provids elementary in-
straction for the people at large; others hava esen in
Siate interference a check to the spantanecus exer
tions* of ths poopls themsalves, and an intsrference
with eelf-governmsnt. Some, sgain, have adéocated a
plan of compulsory edacation, based“upon local solf-
govercment, and otbess the voluntary system in its
widest developewent. Whilst thess bavo boen gome
of the political subjects of diffsrencs, thossin the re-
ligious field bave not been less marked and potent.
We fiad on tho ons hand, the wish to seo gecnlsre and
religious instraction scparated, and the former recog-
nisedas an ianateand iohereat sight ¢o which cach
member of gociety bas a cleiw, and which ought not to
bo donicd (o him if bo refuses to teke along with it
tke incoleation of a porticolar dogma to which he
objecta 83 uosound; whilst wo ses, on the other haad
tho doctring cesared that no edacation ear. 33 sound

which does mot ress, on eligious instruction, and thad
religiong truth is too saored to bs modified and tampor-
od with, oven ia iio minutest deductions, for the sake
of procuring & genoral agreement. (Cheors) Geo-
tlemen, if thess differ.noes wore to have boan discass.
ed horoe to-day, I ehould ot have been able to respond
to your invitation to take the chair, as I should have
thoaght it inconeistent with tho position which I oconpy
and with tho duty which I owo to the “.cen ard the
counfry at Jarge. I cco those boro uefore me who
bave taken a leading part in thess important disour-
sions, and I am happy to meet thom upon a nsutral
ground—(lond cheors)—happy to fiud tbat thera is a
noutral ground upon which their veried talonts and
abiljtien can be brought to bear is commupion npon
tbe common object, and proud and grateful to them
that *hoy should havo allowed me to preride over thom
for the purpote of working together in tho common
vidgeyard. (Cheors.) I foel cortain that tha greateas
benefit must arise to the ceuze we have all eo much
at heart by tho mero froe exchange of yéﬁr thougbts
and various experiecce. You may well be proud, gen-
tlemen, of the results hitkerto achieved Ly your moral
efforts, and may point to the past, that since the be-
piuning of tha century, while the population has dop-
bled itsolf, the number of schools, both public and pri.
v to, has beon muliplied 14 times. Io 1801 there
were in England and Walea—of public schools, 2,876 5
of private schools, 487; making a total of 8,363, In
1851 (tbe year of tuo oensus) there were in Enzland
and Wales—of public schools, 15,518 of private
achools, 30,524 ; making a total of 46,042; giving in-
struction in all to 2,144,378 scholars, of whom 1,423~
982 belong to public schuuls, and 721,896 to the pri-
vate schools. The rate of progress is further illustra-
ted by statistics, which sbow tbat in 1818 the propor-
tion of day scholars 10 ghe population was 1 ia 17 in
1833, 1 in 11;acdin 1851, 1 in 8. These ars gread
results, although I hope they may only be received a»
jostalment of what bas jot to be done. But what
must be your feelioge when you reflect upon tbe
fsct, theinquiry into which bas brought us together,
that this freat boon thus obtained for the wmass of the
people, and which iz freely offered to them, should
bave been only partially accepted, and upon the whole
sv insufficiently applied as to reader its use almost val-
useless 2 Wae ave told that the total population in
England and Wales of children betweea the ages of
3 and 15, being estimated at 4,908,696 only 2,054,848
attend scbool at all, whilst 2(861,848 receive no ‘u-
struction whatever. At the same time an analysias’
the scholars with refercnce to the time allome® ‘<
their toition shows that 42 per cent of them bave been
atschoo! less than ons yesr, 22 per cent. during ons
year, 15 per cent. 2 years, J per cent. 3 years, 5 er
cent. 4 years, 4 per cent. 5 years. Therefore, out of
the two millions of scholars elluded to, more than i}
millioo remain only two years 8t schook X lsave is
to you to judge what the resulis of sach an educatipn
con be. 1 8ad forther that of these two willions of
children attonding school only about 600,000 are abova
the age of 8. Gentlemen, these are startling facts
wbich render it evilent that no extension of the
means of education will be of sny ovail nuless this
evil, which les at the root of the whole question,
be removed, and that it is bigh 1ime that the connlzy
sbould become thoroughly.awske to its cxistence and
prepared to meet it energetically. To impress this
upon the pablic mind isthe object of our conference.
Public opision is the powerful lovar which ia thees
days moves a psopla for good and fox w«d, and to
public opinion we must therefore appeal ¥ wo wo

achieve any lasting and beneficial result. Yoo, gen-
tlemen, will ichly edd ta the sexvices which you havg
slready renderad to the good cauzs if you will pro-
pare public opinidn by your inquiry into this state of
things, and by discussing in, your sections the cauze of
it, as well as the remedies which may bs withia oug
reach. Ths w no easy matter, buteven if xour
labours shoald got xesult 1n tho adoption of any imme-
diate practical steps, you will bava dons great good
in propating fog them. It will probably bappsn that,
in thisipstance, ae in most others, tho cause Which
produces the evi) will be moro easily detected than
i remedy, and yeta just appreciation of the (orwer
must ever bo tho first and essential cqndition for tha
discovery of the latter. Xou will probably trace the
caase to oar encial condition, perhaps to & state of ig.
nornce and letbargio indifference on the subject
amongst the parents gonerally, bat the root of tho cvil

.uill, 1 sucpect, also be foand to extend into thet feld

on which the political esonomist exercises bis activity
~1 mean the labour market—demand and eapply..

o dissip2ts thag ignorance, aud ropse from that Ictke



