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General Entelligence.

(¢ Universal Regisler.”)
VALUE OF CELIBACY AND MONASTIC ORDERS,

¢“JIn its warm recommendation and extensive
adop ion of the virtue of continence, the Catholic
Church has been only writing a practical commen-
tary on the instructions of its founder. The Gos-
pel expresses the highest approbation of this vir-
tue ; and it is a matter of jast surprise, that the
admirers of seriptural know ledge should close their,
eyes on St. Paul’s encomiums of virginity.* Tho
in condescension {o human weakness, he perniits
widows to marry, yet he expresses a wish that they
would live in continence, like himself: and it is
the special privilege of virgins among the host of
the blessed, that they follow the Lamb wherever
he goeth. The estimation in which this virtue was
held by our Redeemer and his apostles will easily
account for the value that has been set on it by the
Catholic Chureh. It will likewise account for its
extensive diffusion among all classes, and explain
why thousands have checrfully submitted to a pri-
vation to which the honours of the world counld not
hit- erto reconcile the passions of men. ‘Though
so strongly supported by the most venerable autho-
rities, there is scarcely any point of Catholie dis-
cipline against which Piotestants inveigh with
more warmth, than agaiost the vows of celibacy.
Nay sume of them are quite oiended at the fathers,
tu. Lavime employed all the strength of their eio-
quence in setting forth the merits of continence.
St. Ambroseg, in particular, is honoured with the
enmity of those writers whose only claim to the
title of philosophical may be traced to their adop-
tion of the voluptuous maxiws of Epicurus,

‘1t will not be expected that I should dwell
long on the views of those profound writers, who,
in discussing the meriis of celibacy, centemplate it
only as far as it may influence a countiy’s popula-
tion. A nation’s prosperity is not to be estimated
by the number of its inhabitants ; else Ireland at
this moment might be ranked amongst the imost
Aourishing nations of the earth. But the monastic
mstitutions, we are told, have had an influence in
checking the population of thosc countries, where
they have been fostered.  The ctriking contrast
between the former flourishing state ot the east,
waen it was thuckly planted with monastic colonies,
and its present nuiserable condition, may serve to
1Hustrate this important inguiry. Has the popula-
tion of the Protestant states of Europe advanced
by the suppression of the monastic orders and the
abolition of celibacy beyond the proportion of Ca-

tholic Europe ? ltaly, which might be deemed
the nursery of monks as well as of sages, though
the theatre of aliwost continuai wars, was moze po-

i

pulous in the last century, than in the most flourish-
ing period of the Roman Eupire.
“ But why introduce such a view of this institu-

fivn, instead of developing the moral advantages

of which it is producti.e to society ?  The tide of
prejudice which ran against the practice o” relibacy,
has latcly taken a eontrary dircction ; and the com-
plaints of our modern philosophers aud statesmen,
arise from the evils of an cvergrown population.
Unlike Augustus, who encuuraged marriage, in
order to multiply the number of his subjects, ous
legizlature is only anxious to diminish their rapid
increase ; and many of our philosophical legisla-
tors are expending their wisdom or their folly, in
devising artificial checks to arrest the mighty mis-
chicf. Like confession, which Protestants were
anxious to restore after having felt the cvils of its
=bolition, the world is obliged to confess that the
cclibacy of persons who devoted themselves to the
instruction of athers, was an advantage.  Though
they may not relish the peculiar discipline of the
Catholic Church, in enforcing the celibacy of its
priesthood, still they acquiesce in the justness of
the principle in their attew pts to introduce 2 simi-
iar practice. The inconvenicnces now complained
of, reveal one important truth ; namely, that while
mnany enter into the mairied state, fcr the purpose
of presarving socicty, its interests also require that
another portion shou!d devote themselves exclu-
sively to its moral improvement. Put these differ-

.ent vocations, in order to be effectual, must be free ;

and one of the fittest and most necessary gualifica-
tions for any situation in life, is to have voluntarily
contracted its obligations. Man’s will carnot be
controlled by penal enactments; and hence, the
vast difference between the diseipline of the Catho
lic Church, which leaves a life of celibacy at the
choice of one’s own will, and modern theories.
which by forcing such a system on any elass of sof
ciety without a previous choice, would be offering
violenze to nature. No legislative authority car
sanction unnatural laws. The human heart would
instantly mutiny against the intolerable oppression:
and surely it would be a most striking inconsisten
cy, were any human legislature to attempt to imj
pose by force an obligation which was deeme
absurd when freely contracted ; and when its bur
den was made sweet by the meek influence of re;’
tgion. f
“ Supposing however, that a thick population ilj
always an advantage to the state, how many othe
causes besides celibacy operate to its diminution! |
These causes are found to exist as well in pmspctf .
ous as in puor countries ; and even sometimes, {
increase with their prosperity. In the most el
vishing and commercial states, though there way 5
a great influx of wealth, there is necessarily a va
inequality of conditions; and the depicssion ¢!
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