118 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,
DEFINITE AIM IN CHRISTIAN | He weiit about dving goud.  He had some
WORIS. ble:sing for every one ho met who would

No donbt very great good is wronght in
this world by Christinn people withoutany
direet aim or intention. A goud man or
woman cannot live in any community and
not by mero s lont, unconscious influence
be o blossing. Thero is an unpurp:sed
winistry which is wronght by every one
who faithfully follows Christ, a ministry
not of doing but of being. )

Then every carnest Christinn  finds
amany opportunitivs of doing good wher-
ever he goes, chance (bp‘mrtunities, wo
wmay call thew, not directly planned for,
but things that his ready lmn(\ finds to do
as he moves on in duty’s path, This is
right.  Lifo's wayside ministries ave of
in alculable importance,  The kind word
or the gentle act or the delicate thought-
fulness, even tha Lright sile as we har -y
through our busy day, may change defeat
into victory or diseouragement into hope,
may touch dark clouds with silver, or may
save a trembling soul from despair.  Cer-
tainly we are to sow boside all waters, we
are to do good to all as we have oppor-
tun ty, we are to do whatsuever our hand
finds to do.

Yet thus general ministry of unconscions
influence and of chance or wayside work
ought not to satisfy auy Christian. In
addition to this, we ought to make definite
plans of usefulness.  Mere accidental
helpfulness is apt to be very diftusive and
widely scattered. It may touch a great
many people in the cowse of a year and’
may dv a little e a greater good to all of
them; but it is not apt to hapress any of
them very deeply. 16 may give a large
weasure of pass:ang happiness, but usually
it leaves no permanent mark on the life or
character of wmany people. Depth and
permanence of impression are generally
the result of diveet and long-continued:
touching of a life.

Without any diminution, therefore, in
the unpurposed and aceidental ministry of
our lives, would we not allaccomplish more
in the end if we niade our aims of useful-
ness and helpfulness more divect and defi-
nite? While we try to ‘dg‘a“thousand
people a little good, would it not'bs better
if we then selected a few people from the
thousand and sought by intensé and long
continued effort teo dothe highest good
that we are capable of doing for themand-
in their lives? This was the Christ’s way.

L.

tiko it.  Wherever he found sickness or
sorrow  he wis veady with his healing or
com‘ort. But meanwhile the great work
‘of his three public years was wraught on
the lives of but twelve mon, Ho chase
those nien from the thousands and took
them into his_porsonal family, Hulived
with them, talked to them on all subjeets,
took them into his contidence, opened: 3.
heart to them, taught thew tho deep les-
sna of heavenly wisdom, poured the
richest lifo of his soul upon their poor,
bure lives, The result was that while he
had but a few disciples when he died the
fow were traunsformed wmen, thoroughly
permeated with his own spirit, rendy to
go out and witness for him everywhere
and vxhibit to others the powor of divine
gace,  Though he had but so small a
number of disciples every one of them
was ready to go for him to the endsof the
earth, to enduve any sacritice for his sakoe,
and to pour out his bloud for his canso.

Is not the method of the Chuist the true
method for allof us?  Suppose sach earn-
est Christian, without being any less use-
ful to the thousand he may have oppur-
tunity to help, should carefully select .
defimte number--ive, ten, twenty—und
set himself with onrnest, deliberato pur-
pose to make the decpest possible impres-
gion vpon them. Let him write down
thoir naumes and consider them in o
peeuliw sense his « wo—their lives the
little bis of garden Le will make it his
special task to cultivate. Let him pray
for these persons by name and every day.
Praying for them will increase his interest
in them and lead him to love them deeply
and earnestly.  Let him, then, draw them
near to him by his considerateness and
thonghtfulness, by wanifestations of love
and sympathy and by personal kindnegses.
Let him seek every opportunity to make
their lives better and more beautiful.  Leb
him strive to impress himself upon their
characters, to ins&)hﬁe in them all pure,
oly and noble -thoughts, and lead them.
' first to Christ and into his servicé, and
then to ever highér attainments in religi-
ous life and fuller -consceration to the
Master's service. Then let this purpose
to be a blessing to these persous continue
without weariness, without break or
slackening of interdst, in patience and
perseverance, year after year. .

Therc is no earnest, devoted Christian




