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- LIFE IN THE GREAT FORESTS OF CENTRAL AFRICA.

FROM THE ALBERT NYANZA TO THE INDIAN OCEAN

WiTH THE REAR GUARL O

BY W, L.

1HE Eanin Reney Exvroniton

STAIRS, R.E, LIFUT. AND ADJUTANT.

—

Before I start this article in the pages of the Youne.
CANADIAN 1 wish to express the pleasure it gives me in
thus wnting something that will be laid before, and read
by, Canadians.

I feel sure that it will be read mn the same kindly
spirit as it 15 wntten, and will be received by Canadians
as coming from one whu is proud to be able te number
himself as one of them.

1 propose now to give a short account of the journey
mngs of the Emin Pasha Relief Expedition in sts march
from Lake Albert Nyanza in Central Africa to the
Indian Ocean at Bagamozo opposite Zanabar and
more especially the doings of the rear guard of the Ex
pedition, which for 1700 mules was under the direct
charge of Capt. Nelson and mysclf on alternate days.

The term * Rear Guard " is given in its full military
significance, for in cach and every particular our duties
were the same practically as those of a small rear gruard
with a mihtary expedition. The utle of rear guard
which has been apphed to the force left at Yambuya s
erroneous and misleading. The correct appelation for such
a body of men would be ¢ rear column.”

That part of the journey from the Albert Nyanza to
Msalala on the Victoria Nyanza will probably prove to
be the most interesting, as the countrnies and people

seen by us were to all intents and purposes new. and |
have therefore ginen greater atteation to thas than to the
last sinv hundred and add mules from the Victorna to the
Sea.

On Apnl 1st. 188y, after many wean weeks of waiting
at our camp at Kavallis near the Albert Nyanea the fira
move towards the Indian Ocean and home was made
With over 200 Zanabans and Wazambum natives 1
marched out of camp to go two davy’ march ahead to
Magambon ~ ullage, gather finnd and wast there until the
rith when the man column shonld reach me To de
senbe my own and the men's feehngs as we marched out
of camp surrounded by a1l the Pasha ~ men and servants,
and thase of our Zanzbarnis wheo had sl some davs 1o
wait before moving, would be maore than 1 feel cap
able of.

At Last after weeks and manthe of weary marchmy and
starviyg, after nearly a vears work m the dark and
deadly forest graveyard, alter disappointiments, sickness
and death we found ourselves facing towards home, and
with us was the objert of our search. Emmn Pasha. the
Governor of Equatoria.

Around our camp fires m the forest, nigh? after night
had we talked of the day when we should be able to
say “We are going home have ' We are going towards



