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THE KLONDYKE CRAZE. .
The Kloindyke crase adds another td
the wild rushes after gold, and it is
quite ae remarkablg.in its nature as
any which have preceded it. One
puint to be considered in connection
with this present crage, is the fact
that this new gold district is situated
In a far porthern conutry. The mouth
of the Glondyke river is about latitude
6+ uorth, .or less than three degrees
south of the tretic circle. It Is quite
reasonable to suppose that many of
those who have gone or who are en-
deavoring to get to that country,
liave little or no idea of the rigors of
an irctic winter., _The gold districts
dre far in, the interior, withort ade-
quate means of communication with
the outside world, » The ¢rip by any
of thie routes 18 a difficult and hasards
ous one. Jt is greatly to be feared
that there will be extreme suffering
u that far away region;during the
towtng wipnter. .The opuntry: pro-
doces nothing; or néxt to nothing, in
the way of foodstuffs, and with scant
supplies of provisions and lack of
kuowledge of preparing for an Arctic
wluter, there 18 sure to be great suf-
ferlng among many who manage to
reach the couptry. It is to be hoped
the fears expresded of a general short-
age of provisionz will not be realized.

One favorable feature of the Clon-
dyke crase will be to bring Canada

mineral counsry.  Within -the:bound-
. atles of this Dominion is undoubtedly,

still more rapldly to the front as a’
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tho greatest area of undeveloped mln-
eral country in the world. ‘The dis

coverles in the Kootenay and in north- -

-wegt Ontarlo lave. already attracted
waorldwide attentlon to Canada, and
now more fabulous discoverles shan
ever liave been reported. It seems
probable that gold will be found in the
mountainous country all the way from
the southern boundary of British Col-
umbia to the rctic ccean. There §¢
a vast reglon yet remaining to pros-
pect, which has every indication of
contalning gold in paying quantitles,
as about all-the stregams running from
tke mountatns, carry gold in thelr
beds. Tle Clondyke dlscoveries will
lead to a more, thorough prospecting
of all the vast region supposed to be
within the gold bearing belt.

MANIPULATING PRICES.
Macy & Pendleton, brokers, of New
York, in a receat circular say

“The work of raising prices of in-
_ dustrial produets is, like that of work-
ing ugt stocks, tolerably easy for men
witlr sufticiént ‘money. large
amountis of either, at the advanos, is
more difffcult until .the public are edu-
tated to believe the advance is na~
tural - The men who have rajsed
larger trops will likely view higher
prices for manufactured prodocts less
eritically in consideration of their own
profits. That a very small group of
men now have power to raise prices of
manufactured articles {8 conoceded
That they will do it soon or later on
is likely. Buch- & movement may
bringz the gomeral public to more ac-
tive futerest 'in stocks. Thus a rise
in commodities may.bring a higher
and broader market for seturities.”

This little pa,x"agraph points a come
mercial moral. It is admitted that
large gapitalists are able to manipu-

- late jthe stock markets to sult their

. owa .persynal.aims. . The.sawe prin-
ciplo of manipulation i8 hot generally
understood as applicable to the prices
of . judpstrial products, -but it.is appli-
eable all thie same to a greater or

. lesser extent, according to circume-
stances.

It is one o! the beauties of tariff
taxation, shat it not infrequently
operatess as an ald to those who un-
Jdertake. to manipulate prices.

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS,

The 1008e way in whicl-the affalrs
of mapy rural yunicipalities are cou-
ducted-{s shown by. she.regort made
pubhic the other day of the defalca~
t:ons of il treagurer of 8imcoe coun~
ty. Onsario. It §s stated that the
treasurer Lias misappropriated funds
to the amount df $£64,000, his steal-
ings lhaviug been going on systemati-

; eally:lor tweive years. It i8.n0 doubt
thie duty of the provincial goverzment -

to Jook sharply after the auditing of.
maunicipal accounts. A periodical de-
vision of municipal accounts, undex the
authority of the provincial goveen-
~ PR should bo inslgted u '
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}_\NTLBRITIS(!! FEEL_;!NG __IN
© Y FERANCE.T] A
Since ‘the conclusion of thoe Jublles
oelebration in London, Premier Laur-
fer has beem epending a &sasod in
France, and las met many delebrt-
tles there, from, the president .down-
‘ward. 8ir Willred reporta what 18
already well known, namely: that
there ¢ astrong anti-British feeling
in France. I our premier could ,ac-
complish the removal of this feeling,
e would.-do the empire agreat ‘er-
, viog, it of course it {8 too mach
to lLiope for anything of the kind. The
. Erench people, however, ara suppos-
ed to be somewhat fickle in thejr fan-
cles, and thejr anti-British sentiment
may soon disappear. It is to be
houpeq tlls will be the case. The pres-
ent lostility in France to everything
Britlsh seems difficult to undersvind.
France_and, Britain-would, spém 30 be
. patural . alles. . Their .commaliding
position in ‘Western Europe should not
make, thém more than friendlx rivals.
. In elvilization they,liave-mach fn
common, a8 the two most advanced
nations among the great powers of
Europe. The alllance of lepublican
France with & military despotism
jike Russia Is a strange picture. Surely
tue more advanced of the French peo-
ple must inwardly acknowledge tle
incongrulty of such an alliance. The
cultivation of friendly intercourse
with the British would seem to ° be
good policy for France, and-.it is al-
- most certain that. any advances. . of
. this nature would. riet hevrepuised
by ‘tie British in..thelr present tem-
per. .4t any rate, the anti-Briflsh

rs

{oeling €0 popular -In-France does not
appear, to heve any.oounterpart in
the “Dnited - Kingdom, ,whaye the een-
timent, prevallitg, _judging from the
tone of the press, is rathér favorable
to .encouraging a more-friendly rela-
tionship with the Frenchi peopie.
p—— i ——y ' | 1ty

EXCHANGE ON CHECKS.
Jobbers and other merchants iu -
Winpipeg , bave frequantly complafped
to The Commercial regarding the cus
tom of sending chiecks’'in payment of
small accounts. --Many- couatry-mer-
thapts do nol appear to bo aware of;
. the fact) thgt: the YJanks charger2f
. sents for casiing ‘}“}3 afsyin{ on
- aotue cutaidoipank.] | Cocatry biesche
ants who have a-bank account in the
eity, as many do, are of course at
liberty to send chiecks, as there {8 no
exchange charge on these; but when
the ¢li¢dk is drawa on an outside bank
there invariably i8 a charge for ex~
ghang ,Zn;n?,gqnmu feial perhiaps suf-
fers ‘more” from’ this’datse than most
jovbars. Weo frequenily recelve
thecks - in payment of subscription,
“twwhicl 'means a loss'ol 25.conts-inex
change, or;1231-2.per.yoent of the
prics ol a yoar's subscription. This



