
THE CIRITTO.

SJDONJE'S SUMMJNG UP.
"Lance, oh t Lance, wby don't you answor' 1 Vhat ought n log of mut-

ton ta weigh ?"
lanco Mlynford, junior partnor in the great publisbing firm of ]3lank

and ]3lank, aeldom perniittedl bueiness to interfore with tho attention due to
hie Young wife, but gallantly dovoted his cvoninga -ta ber.

On thie paiticular Monday, however, ho thouglit it Do burin to tend a
manuscript of soino importance whilo Mre. Mynford %vas busy at lier dcek
niaking up, for the firet timo, ber housekoepiug expone for the past wook.

For tho firet time, and sho hiad been inarried six %veeks ? licroby bange
a tale, and it ie this.

Sidonio Myniord was a charnlng littie %voman, nnxious ta plouc her
husband and ineko his homo happy ; and if by always meeting hlmi with a
emiilo, drr.sing prettily, receiviDg hie friends cordially, and onchanting tborn
witb her singing, eho could have achieved ii end, ail would hava been
weli 1 But it must bo confeased that sho was delicient in one essentiel point

se baid nover le&rned the art of domecatic econoniy, aud before marriege bail
rcturned ta ail the hintse nd expostulations of ber mother the saine carmions
aflswer:

"lAil in good timo, dour, it little matters ; I shall soon learn whatovor it is
nccessary for me ta know. I shall alvways keop gbod servants, and consult
the cookery-book, and Yeu will Bo0 that 1 shall manage fairly ouough."

Yet six wesks after ber nuptiale as was mit enly rogretting ber hcloss-
n@33, but trying te atone for it; eitting with ber brows puckerod, and the
corners of bier pretty moutb drawn, employed in înaking entrios in a brand-
Dow account.book, and attempting to decipher tho butcher's hieroglyphics.

*Up ta the previous wveek aho liad congratulated horsoîf on posaesaino- a
cook wvho sent up the niccet of dinnors, and nover gave hier any trouble ;
but M1r. iNynford hadl protested againet the totale of tho bills, and made
special calis on the tradosmen who sent thom in, from which ho returned ta
accuse the obliging cook of robbing hims scandalou8ly.

She was sont about lier business; a lors accomplishod, but more trust-
wýortby, porson engagea; and Sidonlo agrood to psy the bille and keop the
iveekly accounts herseif.

Il Vbat should a lcg of mutton weigh 1" repeatcdl Lance Mlynford, sud.
denly breuglit back frein the burina city of ilorculaneurn tu the ovory.day
lifo of the ninetoenth century. IlWhy that depends on tho site of the
sheep."

",But how amn I ta know ivhat site the ahcop waa ?" argued Sidonie.
It ws a Welsh one-that le aIl 1 have heard about it-and 1 do not likco

to question cook, for abc laugbed outrigbt whon I propoed that we aboula
grill tho turkoy your friend Jones sent lis. I'm sure I'va rend of grilled
turkey in boks of travel."

To tbis information thoro iras no repiy, for 'Mr. Mynford was makiný
noes of certain corrections a paragraph of tho manuscript would require
beforo it was put into the bands t-f tho printers ; and-his wifo, îvith a zigb
resumea~ ber entries and ber atudy of the butcher'a bill.

But8h eb oon felt iu too mucb noud of sympathy to bo sulent.
IlLince, dariing, do listen ta me for a minute. What dia wo have foa

dinuer lut Wodnesday 1"
IlBe whipped if Iknow ! WVasn't il meat or poultry of somne sort o

other Il"
ilAccording ta Su.ot'e bil l i as capital S, capital R, with a little il, ant

a Bf. Wby doeen't tho mnu put it plainly 1
"t,1 bm b; Wt' ne use asking nme !" said Mr. Mynford, rather sharpiy.
B,~ .,"1 addcd bis wife, I arn quite bure, now 1 corne, ta think of il

that it vs.. ii Wednesday wo bad minced veai and the grouse uncie Arch
bald gave us. Coula it bave becn the-the what did cookc caîl itl-th
silver-sided piece of meat vo badl for cutting sandwiches for that watse
Party toi

IlWo bail sandwiches, snd thoy werc atrociou8ly thick."
As Mrs. Mynford had cut thorn horseif, and vas aware that tFoy did in

do ber credit, ahc lut this observation pasa; and for a fow minutes nothir
was beard but tho rnurmur of btr voice as abe tottod up the varions sun
ent.red ber book, aud figurod the total at the foot of tho p;go.

-" Tbauk gooduess that ie over, and Duild net bo ropeated for a week
abc ejaculated, triumphantly.

IlAnad very noatly I have donc it, tao! Not an erasure nor a blot
spoil tho look of tho fir8t page of my book. After ail, iî's not as unplce
saut as 1 expociod il wouid be, ani1 I rathor eujoy the thought of going ta ti
Boveral shop in the merning, and paying my bills. It makes the people
civil aud nager te oblige. Lance, drlar, viii sou givo nue a choque for m
wek'soxpenditurol I Iave reck-;ned it up."

4"One moment. This folloir irites as crabbod a and asyour butche
it is almoat impossible te deciplior it."'

Sidonie came sud Bat on a loir chair at ber hiisbaud's k nue, and vraiti
with considorablo patience, till, veina et bis inability te mako Bonse of
passaZo lu the manuscript, Mr. Myn(ord tossod il, from him, and turcd
his wîfo.

"lI bavo poured over that dry-as.dust but certainly very clever ces
tili ruy bead aches. You muet give mne a cîîp of strong ceffée, mousie, ai
sern cf your swreotoat music."

"Is £loon0 as Yen have sigucd MnY book and given me mY choque," repli
Sidonie, more intent juet thon Gn ber bousclcccpiDg than bier husban
evidont fatigue. lHo a this, and il diaplcased him, for ho vas roally t
tired ta bo as forbearing ne usuel.

Il What i3 tho arnountl" ho asked, rathox gruffly, as ho dreîv a irriti
case tavards him, openod bis choquo.book, aud dipped a peu in tho i:
But ho paused to giauce lu disey from Sideuio'ssum-total to ber calm fa

ITlia I Mhy, it is inouetrous ! Eithor your noir cook muet ho s big
a client as the other, or aise thora is Baons ciror in your calculatione. Our
expenees for eue weok cannot reach such au onormous anoun s thia 1"

IlI arn sure I have bocu meet prudent, niost oconomicsl," Sidonie assured
bite, with ri8ing coier. IlTwico I rofusod fisli last wveck because il iras dea,
and cook bas nothing ta do Nwitb my purchaee3. I give the ordure, snd ail
the bille are sent ta nie."

"lThon Yeu muet change your tradespeopie," said Mynford, deeidodly.
"Those charges muet bo extortienato. Youn sud I ana two servants canet

constiue onougli food ta cost ail Ibis mouey 1"
"There wvas out contribution ta the water-party," he iras içiminded.
"A diehi of sandwiches and a few tarts that could have beau hought at

auy confectiouor'e fur fivo shillings 1 Nonsonse, Sidonie, that coutl net
hava amounted tho bille ta euch a total. I do net %vant te fiud fault, but
frnnkly you musItulinage botter than Ibis. My h omo is net large euough
te stand such a beavy expendituro lu more oating and drinking."'

IlBut wo have livod procisoly as papa sud mamma live at heuie, and I
noivur hana ayono call iny doareet inothor extravagant; it would, bs a groat
falsity if they did."'

Sidonie vas getliug angry, but se vas ber hueband.
4"I dou't know why INIs. Heddou'a namo ebould ho dragged miet this

argument. Her management iuay ho oxcolot-iuded, I bave ne doubt
that it is ; but that dos net alter tho fact that your ýveekly bills amount te
a sum tbat 1 caunot afford ta pay."l

"lThon we liad botter discharge tho servante and live en bread sud irater,"
said Sidenie, sulkily.

"Now yen are taiking liko a child, my dear."
"Aud you sir, are unroasonable," was the prompt retarî.
1I do not intond ta ho, mer do I thiuk I am. I simply peint eut ta yeu

that such hcavy îvoekly accounts wili ho a serieus tax ou our meane, and you
inusrt effect a reduction lu them."

'-Muet 1" ecbed Sidenie, bier bosem heaving. ilThat ie net a Word you
oughit ta use te me V

IlI think I lied botter go and have a walk," said bier husband3, rieing;
"suad wo will net diacuse Ibis subjoct ltill me can do it witheut losing our
tempers.",

The 3'eung wifo did net speak again, though ho loitorod about the roue,
ostensibly engagea in putting hie papota tegether, but roally te Cive hot ail

iopportuniîy of confessing bersetlu inthe wrong. She at with bond avertod
tlI ho îvalked elewly away ; but irben the autes deer clesed bobind hlm she
startedl te bier foot and burat int hiot, angry taru.

"Ileo î unroseonable," 8he psolested, Il mont unroasonable. I have boon
*as careful and prudent as wifoea ca. Thore is net au item lu oitbor of
*thezs bille te which anyono iu hie soneos en abject.. Twico 1 have written

te niamma te, make inquiries when i suspecte au overcharge, sud .1 dozlined
the Smithe' invitation for Ibis evening-gave up a pleasure ta which I bail
long loeked ferward-sololy that I migbt ruake up my heusekeeping-hook,
sud Ibis is my roward 1"

Thon abs bogan te spoak ta hoersoif.
IlAre ire ta bave sirnilar scences aeory Monday 1Ie leance dogenorat

r iug luta eue of thoso ponurieus men irbo bogrudgos ail but the cernmoneýt
nocessaries tethoir housebioldel Oh, il il ho horrible! WVba a lifo fiins

r wili bol1 No amount of affection will recoucile me te il."
The prospect Ibus conjured up muade ber tars rein down lu 8howors.

a IlHo wili corne home prcsontly," Nvas ber neit thought, "suad expeet me
to say I ani sorsy, sud viii bd more sving. But I arn net erry, and 1
8tili fail to sec that 1 have heen in tho wronig. How moan of him ta niake

t, mue se uubappy for the S-tlo of a foNy pali.ry pounide 1"
i- Sudnly Sidonie rau upstairs, sud drossodl hersolf for walkirig.
o "I willnetat.tyheboefretting. I viiigo tamamma I show ber my aunres,
r- sud aho shahl judge boîveen us. Lance wiii net like il, but I do net Care!"

WiIh the brand-now account book tucked under ber atmn, sud ber thick-
est veil pulled oeor lier face, away vont Min. hlynford.

il Tho timid bride, wbo nover walked out alono aftor dark, now ferget ber
'g vague alarme iu tho grave trouble of Ibis finelquarrel, mxlixlber hushand.
as Howoeor, sho bail met gene fer when site bcramo irreoeluto.

IlAfter ail I do net think I ought ta go ta mamma, espocîally as sh-o bus
beon iii. It wouid %vorry ber, aud sbc iveuid have a badl uight. But 1
muet have somecono te adviso me. I wiii gq o Linco's mothor. She is apt

te ta ho imporieus, sud may agroo ivith birn lu cousuriug me; but sbo is a
a- woman vith plenty cf experienco ; eho viii uuderstand my iack of il, and
'le aveu if ehe 8coids a littho, viii give, me good ndvico."
so Mr8. M2Nynford senior bsppened ta ho eilting by horseif that eviining, fo,
'Y ber hushand liad taken hie laughters ta the. musical reunien Sidonie hid

roluctanîly 3iecliued.
r; She vas a smately, eldorly lady, cf whom msny stand in ave because ab!

iras apt te express ber opinions qornovhat brusquely ; but aho had a sincere
nd affection for 1,he plolty, caressing l1111e creaturo her son liad vweaaea, tie
a nov ro ta montliber witb a pioased smilo.

te IlWhat, couic ta cheer me in rny lonolinese This in very kind Of Yoz!
But irbecamemith you? Whero is Lnce 1"

ay A fresh hurst of tors hoing the only answer ber questions recciçed,
md Sidonie %vas gonlly placed in an rin chair, hem bat renioved, sud bier teupes

hatbcd with saome oau-de.Cologne."
cd IlHusht, don't spoak yel. Wben Yeu are calmer yen shahl tell me wrbe
d'a le the malter. But irbat have yen under your atm ?
Ce "lOh, IL le tho source of aIl my trouble," sobbed Sidonie. "lDear Mn.t

Mýynford, dou't bo as bard ou mie as lAntce bas baen, for iudeed I bave do&,
Dg xny besd."
zik. Il lYoung %ives fall int erroe, yen foelish chîid, se hem can Yolà
ce. expoct ta ho exempt? Bu.tdon't toil me you, have crme to lay a compiztl


