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*  (OONTINUED.)
TBE SELEOTION OF AN QBJECT.

It is clear that offunsive opetations cannot
be conducted with unity, or directed with
precision, unless fhe object to be gained by
them is kept distinctly in view by those who
plan and execute the campaign. Where
iesrilory easily accessible to the power that
sssumes the offensive is the subject of dis
pute, the object will generally be to occupy
the country in question. Thus Louis Na
poleon rested satisfied with driving the Aus
trians beyond the Mincio, and adding the
country westward of that river to the do.
mimons of Sardinia. But whether in sucha
case hostilities will terminate with the occu
pation of the province, must depend on the
sbility of ‘the other belligerent_to continae
the struggle Frederiok II. began the Sile-
sian wars by seizing Silesia, the primary ob-
jeot of desire; but the conflict that ensued
thereupon lasted twenty years. Whenever
the causa belli is somothing less definite and
tangible than disputed territory, the unde-
niable superiority of one belligeront and the
scqusition of some material guarantee can
slone be expected to bring the adversary to

in an enemy’s capital. The occupation of
its chief city paralyzes a civilized country.
As all great roads meet there—as it is the
centre of trade, the focus of wealth and of
civilization, and the seat of government--its
cccupation by an enemy is so ruinous that
any terms he may impose will generally bo
less pernicious than his presence.

But it is not sufficient to enter the capital
‘unless possession of it can be maintained.
In 1757 an Austrian general of hussars en-
tered Berlin and levied & contribution on
the city, but Leing forced to quit it on the
spproach of the Prussian King, the incident
" produced no result, Napoledn held Madrid
for four years, and set up his brother as
king of Spain, yet the Peninsular war went
on in half the provinces of the kingdom. He
stized Vienna in 1805, and again in 1809,
yet in each case n great subsequent victory
‘wasnecessary to the overthrow of the enemy’s
power. The mere pnssession of the capital,
then, is not final so long as the enemy can
 still make head in the field. 1tis when tbe
‘seizure of the capital is coupled with such
acendancy over the defensive armies that
‘they can never hope ta retake it; that fur-
ther resistance is felt to be hopeless, aslead-
ing only to national extinction and that any
trms not absolutely nnendurable are ac-
opled by the vanguished, Rocognizing

terms. That guarantee is generally sought

these truths,fNapoleon's firstjieiforts were
directed to disqrganize and ruin the enemy's
armies in the field ; his next stop, when the
way was clear, was fo seize the capital, and
then, with bis clutch on the heart of tho
country, with the public opinion of all na-
tions strongly influenced by his commanding
attitude, and with the opposing armies, dis-
hearted by misfortune, he advanced to deal
the stroke that was finally to lay the antag-
onist power prostrate.

It sometimes happens that a point may as-
sume sn adventitious importance, sufficient
to make it tho otject of the campaign.
Sebastopol is 2 remarkable instance. Situ-
ated at the extremity of an obscure and un-
important province, the conquest of which
would bono step toward the invasion of
Russia, this city, lormidable by reason of its
docks and arsenels, was, from  its proximity
to Constantinople, characterized as a stand-
ing menace to Turkey, and as such was of

sufficient importance to the object of tho,

vast efforts made in that war by France and
England.

Such cases are, however exceptional, and
tho general course of a campaign between
two great powers is a serics of manmuvres
and engagements for the possession of the
capital or other specially important town of
the power that stands on tho defensive.
and it is évident that the course of the war
inust vary with the distance of the invader's
froutier from the menaced point. If France
wero to make war upon Italy, the invading
army might, as soon.as it had secured the
passage of the Alps by the Mont Cenis,
reach Turin iu a single march. Butif Aus
tria were at war with Italy, the Italian capi-
tal is much more secure from an adversary
whose armies must traverse the breadth of
North Italy to attain it. The proximty of
Richmond to Washington caused the Federal
Government in each campaign in Virginia
to base its calcolations on the assumption
that the operations of a fow days, or at most
a few weeks, must wrest from its adversary's
hold the ¢ity from tho pbseession of which
it expected such decisive results. And no
doubt enrly in the war, before the capital
was fortified. 8 single crushing defeat sus-
tained by the Confederates inthe field would
have given Richuiond to the Federsls. But
in cases Wheraa great distance separates tho
invader from his object, he car~)itexpect to
attain it in o single effort. Thus, if France
were at war with Austria, she could scarcely
expect,tin the most favorable circumstances,
to reach Viennz in one campaign. Herfirst
object would be to attain a position in Aus-
trian territory which would form a secure

French army could advance between tho
Danube and the Tyrol, securing the passages
of the Danube on the one side and of the
mountains on the other, till it could rest on
one of the great streams flowing across the
spaco between, such as the Iser or the Inn,
it might establish itself there, and collect its
strength for a fresh effort in another cam-
paign. If France were at war with Spain,
the first ot ct of & French army might he
the line of the Ebro, the next the line of
the Douro or of the Guadarama mountains
—then Madrid and the Tagus. Ybus the
object of an invading srmy may bLe either a
poin, from the possession of which it expects
decisive results, or a strong defensive line
such as will be en ;mportant step toward
that point.

THE SELECTION OF A THEATRE OF OPERATIONS,
AND LINE BY WHICH TO OPERATE,

Many considerations will constantly enter
into this question of selection. Tho conve-
nience and security of the base—the posi-
tion of the enemy’s forces—the facilities in
the shape of good and practicable roads, for
reaching the objoct—the proximity to the
object—tlre fitness of the topographical
character of the theatre to the army des-
tined to operate in it—will all be elements
in the problem. Ifthat portion of the in-
vader's frontier which is contiguous to the
territory occupied by the main army of the
defensive power be impreguable, that will
be good reason for making some otaer re-
gion the theatre of war. If, on the contrary,
the invader's be extensive and open, it will
generally be expadient for him to base him-
self on that portion of it which will be cover-
ed from a couvr.er invasion by his advance.
Thus the most vulnerable part of the French
frontier in 1815 was opposite Belgium; and
had Napoleon crossed the Rhenish or Alpins
boundary, making Germany or Italy theseat
of war, Blucher and Wellington could have
marched on Paris; whereas, by advancing
mto Belgium, and trusting to the strong na-
tural boundaries to keep the cnemy from
invading France at other points, the Em.
peror covered with his army, so_long asit
remained undefested, the otherwise exposed
part of ina territory.

The power meditating the offensive must
also consider the fitness of the theatre toits
own army, If that army have a preponder-
ating strengih in cavalry, an open country
will suit it best; if infantry be its chief re.
lience, & hilly or wooded region, which may
neutralize the enensy’s superiority in the
other arms; if artillery, good roads and
positions which commuand sufficient expanse

starting point forn fresh effort. If shewero
piming at Vienna through Germany, and a

of country, will be indispensable to its most
effective actiop. To deteYmine this pojut &



