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THE religious newspapers of Chicagoe, without ex-
ception, opposc the anti-Chinese movement.

A VERY good bouk is the “ Englishk Reformation
how it came about and how we should uphold 1t,” by
Dr. Cunningham Geikie, once connected with our
Canadian Congregationalism.

THE Rev. H. D. Powis is announced to deliver a
lecture in Zion chuich, Toronto, on Monday cvening
next, at 8 o'’clock.  Subject : * John Bunyan” ltis
to be hoped that there will be a large attendance.

BISMARCK'S attempt to gag free utterance in the
German Reichstag has not been followed with any

gratifying success. HisParliamentary Discipline Bill has -

aroused Dbitter opposition, and is likely to be set
aside.

PRESIDENT HAYES has vetoed the Chinese Bill,and
Congress has failed to pass it over his veto. The
President objected to it simply on legal grounds. His
contention is that Congress has no right to abrogate
or modify a treaty.

“ AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION” is a question that
has been attracting some attention in England of late.
It is affirmed that during the last ten years the farm-
ers of England have suffered severely from unfavour-
able climatic condutions and other causes. The farm-
ing industry of the country has seriously lost ground
in that period.

SOME Mecthodist Jaymen of Brooklyn, N.Y., demand
the repeal of the limitations of the pastorate.  They
talk of petitioning the General Conference, which
meets next year, on the subject.  There 1s no doubt
that sooner or later their end will be gained.  The
feeling is strong both with laymen and munisters in fa-
vour of making pastoral settlements for indefinite
periods.

~ J. BALDWIN BRowN delivered a discourse in Brix-
ton Independent church, on the 16th ult., on “ The re-
cent policy and tendency of the Congregational Un-
ion,” and on the 23rd he followed with another, on
“The futere of Independency.” In the former he
takes strong grounds against officialism, centrahiza-
tion, government by committees, and so on. He
does not want to sce a “ Congregational Church of
England.”

THE battle is over in the Episcopal Diocese of
Toronto. The candidates who were first produced,
Provost Whitaker on the one side, and Dr. Sulli-
van on the other, were withdrawn, and Archdeacon
Swsratmnn of the diocese of Huron, received the
votes of nearly all the clergy and lay delegates, The

bishop-clect is described as a moderate man, one ! of the Church of Scotland is ripe for inunedate prac-
who has not in the past wdentified himself with any tical action; that, therefore, the chairman be requested
party in the Church, "to convey to Earl Granville and the Marquis of Hart-
yington, as the Liberal leaders in the two Houses of

LEo XI1L. declares his desire to reconcile princes Parliament, the opinion of this Conference that this
and people to the Church ; says he is ready to extend  question ought to be included in the programme of
his hand to all who repent and cease their persccu- | the Liberal party, and that its inclusion would prosvc

to combat, in the defence of the rights and indepen- .
dence of the Church, those who war against her.  Ini
plain English, his meaning is, that he will stand upfor !
all the ancient pretensions of the Church, or, at least, !
Ias many of them as he can wisely and safely adhere

"\o.

! Tue Amencan Congregationalists have—for the
 first tune, we believe~ pubhished a “ Year-BRook.™ Up '

" "to this date, the now defunct “ Congregational Quar-

terly,” had answered the purpose for which the new
publication is started.  We think that this is a wise
i departure. The volume 1s well and thoroughly edited. |
I It must be so, seeing that Drs. Quint and Dexter of |
- Massachusetts and Moore of Connecuicut, have charge
of it.  The Congregational Publishing Society, Bos.
' ton, brings 1t out.

Dr. E. DE PRESSENCE, the - minent French Pro-
testant preacher, withal a member of the House of
Deputies, speaks highly of the newly-elected Presi-
dent of the Republic.  He writes of M. Grevy's wis-
dom and moderation, and concludes with the follow-
ing sentences :—“ He is in lus rehigious views a man
Uof targe toleration.  Of this 1 have mysclf had person-
-al proof.  Onc of the pleasantest memories of my
parliamentary carecr is the cordial assent kindly giv-
en by him to a speech of mine, in which I advocated,
on the broadest grounds, entice rehigious hiberty.

THE report of the hospital for sick children for the
year 1878 shows that fifty-three in-door patients were
under treatment during the whole or some part of the
year ; and that 184 out-door paunents received morcor
less attention during the samepriiod.  This is a most
useful institution. It owes its existence and its con-
tinued usefulness to the cexcrtions of a few charitable
ladies inthe city ; and with the exception of the city
grant of $230 per anauw, it is entirely dependent on
' voluntary contributions sent in without solicitation.
V'The Secretary is Mrs. Samuel McMaster 537 Church
street, Toronto.

ONE-HALF of New York city live in tencment
"houses. The moral and physical filth of these Aosmes
I'beggars description.  Mcn and women hicrd together
Vike animals.  In one room, sixteen fect square, were
L found four familics, the only partition being a chalk
linc on the floor. In one six-story building, were
found nincty-two persons, in another 181, The aver-
age population in some blocks 15 750 persons in the
Vacre. The little ones suffer most. It has been esti-
f'timated that ninety per cent. of the children born in
Ythese houses die before reaching youth ; and that one-
I'half of the deaths in the city are children under five
 years of age. This massacre of the infants out-herods
} Herod. The New York pulpits have “ turned en the
[ light ” on these hot-beds of ci.me and disease. Prac-
tical measures are being taken for their betterment.

IN view of the approaching eclections in Great
Britain, a large and influential meeting of Noncon-
formist ministers from all parts of England was re-
cently held at Leeds, when the following resolution
was unanimously passed: “That, in the opinionr of

this Conference, the question of the disestablishment

tians, but announces s unflinching attention always | advantageous by promoting united action at the next

general election.”

THINK of it !  Thurlow Weed and Joaquin Miller
are out in opposition to the anu-Chinese Rdl,
which recently passed both Houses of the American
Congress.  And two thousand Christians--1leaven
save the mark !—assembled n one of the Baptist
churches of San Francisco gave their voice in its fa-
vour, and telegraphed their decision to President
Hayes. To say nothing of humanity, have these
Christians, as they call themselves, no sense of equity
or honour? The Unued States cannot shut out the
Chinaman without disregarding solen.n treaty obliga-
tions. But Christian statesmanship must scem a very
curious sort of thing to these paguns. They have had
enough of i1, we should think, by this time. Afterall
the best thing for China in view of its cxperiences with
Occidental Christians, is to go back to its old pohicy
of exclusion.

IN the “ English Ir.dependent” is the following para-
graph, from the pen of Rev. Eustace R. Conder, on
* The condition of Cangregationalism in England :”
Congregationalism is based upon the fact that a
Christian church is a religious brotherhood of spintu-
ally-minded persons, ruled by the Word of Christ, and
led by the Spirit of Christ. Consequently, if the
members of a church are not spintual, but worldly—
if they are slothful and prayerless, or sclf-secking, con-
ceited, and quarrelsome— such a church not merely
cannot prosper, it oxgkt not. . . . As far as I am able
to judge, there was never more real Christian life
among our churches than to-day. At the same time,
it would be blindness not to see that we are passing
through a time of great peril and trial, espetially for
our young people, in which we shall find safety and
stability only where the apostolic churches found
them, in the Word of God and prayer.

ARTHUR MURSELL, in a recent letter to the “Chris-
tian World,” of London, speaks very severely of the
strictness and bitterness of sectarianism on this side
of the Atlantic. He is specially hard on the exclusive-
ness of the Baptist brethren.  He writes :(—* \Why,
sir, they dare not let me revisit Philadelphia because
ot what | have said on the communion question in
these sketches which I have remitted to your paper.
1 was to have spent my last two nights in America,
lecturing for two English friends,one of them a fellow-
student with myself, and the other an alumnus of the
same old college. But, even though they had prninted
tickets and advertisements, and all the rest of 1t, they
wrote to entreat for the cancelling of the visit, because
they could not appear as my friends after what | had
written in the ¢ Christian World.” DBecause I had
protested against the chaining of a rabid, snarling
Cerberus to the leg of the table of the Lord,to snap at
every one who accepts His free invitation to the feast,
the ministers deputed from our own colleges, where
they had drank in liberty of communion as an axiom
of Christian lifc, were afraid to endorse the Christ-like
heresy, or to be seen in fraternity with the heretic.”
1f a few others of our English Baptist leaders were to
come out in that fashion, it is possible the cis-Atlan.
tic Baptist narrowness may receive a shake from
which it cannot recover.



