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On Tuesday afternoon and eveningr, the ministers and delegates attended a

Social gthleriing, in the vestry of Zion' Congyregational Church, Liverpool, wlien
addresses were, made by the Rev. Il. M. Parsons, Rev. Alex. MoGregor, and
others.

TUE SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 0F THE AMERICAN BOARD.

Having frequently lîeard the Animal gatlîerings of the Amnerican Board spoken
of as seasons of blessed refresîing, and haviîîg beeti urged by loved ones in the
land of the crescent to attend the earliest îneetixîg 1 could, I found inyself among
the large coxnpany convened at Chicago last week. And thinking that perhaps the
readers of the ('anadian Indepcndcat miglit be interested in. the narrative of an
eye-witiless, 1 venture to send along a few jottings.

Sorne years ago wvhen the proposition wvas made that the Board should ineet in
Chcgo, there were not a few who thouglit, it would be going to the extreme ws

terni liznits of civilization. But wlien tlîey cazîîe, and learned of the wonderful
developinent, of States yet further West, it wvas discovered that Chicago wvas a
grreat Central rallyin-,-poiiut. Whlen we looked upon the faces of Christian
brethrenl froîn Bostoni, Montreal, Washington, St. Louis, and even San Francisco,
howv the siglit proînptecl the thouglit that Christian love cares littie for distance or
inconvenience wheil the Master wants its presence.

The ethuitsiaisin of the Christian public of Chiicag(,o hiad a severe test during
the entire series of ineetings. it rained with very slighit intermiission froin Tues-
day till Friday. Chicag'o is well enoughi n fine weather, but it is simply intoler-
able in rainy weather. Chicago inud is the filthiest k-ind of imd. Many wvere
fearf ui that the incleincy would interfere sadly wvith the attendance, but their
fears proved groundless. Large and deeply initere3ted audiences were present at
every session, soietimes niuîbering over four thlousand. It was a grand sight
to witncess such a vast audience rising with one accord to sing its faithi in the
thoughlt, that

ccjesus shail reign wvhere'er the sun,
Doth lus successive jourineys runi."

To add tu the interest of the singing, it wvas led by that beloved Brother, P. P.
Bliss, the Christian songster of the West.

Around th spacious platforni, inaps of the varions mission fields were huiig,
andi inottoes like, Watchunan, ~vat of the nighit ? The mnorniuig cometh! " and
"The field is the world , were tastefully arranged. On oue side ivas suspended

t.he fac-siniile of a Nestorian tablet in Chinese characters, which wvas engraved
A. D. 781, and discovered arnid sorne ruins A. D. 1636.

The sight of the faces on the platforni was one whichi could not fail to inspire
every Congregational heart. In the Presidential chair sat the Rev. Dr. Mark
Hopkins, of Massachusetts faine. Close beside iîn inight be seeni the plarid New
England face of Secretary Treat, and the warm and friendly countenauce of Sec-
retary Clarki. Iu the rear nîight be discerned our Boston Cougregational cham-
pion, Dr. Dexter, Dr. Patton of the Advance, Dr. Magouni, of Iowa College, Pre-
sident SturLevaut, President Fairchild, of Oberl: , Dr. Caihoun, of Mt. Lebanon,
Syria, and nuinbers of others who have wvon stations of proudest distinction
ainong, our Anerican brethren. Iu the rcserved seats were about 30 returned mis-
sionarles, arnong whomn were Haskifl, of Columnbus, Baldwin, of Newark, Doane of
Micronosia, and others who biad made themselves beloved for their work's sake.J
And amoug the audience at every sittiuug might be discovered the genial face of
one who has often graced our Canadian Councils, dear Bro. Ebbs of ?lainfield,
Illinois. Such a large and venerable assembly cannot be Iooked upon every day
of the year.


