
TRAŽNS-.&TLANTIO RETROSPEOT.

STYLE 0F PREACHING.
"Concerning the prenching in the United States 1 had emali opportunity of

judeing. Care was taken that my business was te preach mysel', and that little
spac should bu allowed nme for listening te abhers. Englishmen know somcthirig
of' the sermons of Ienry Ward Boucher, and something of the diseourses9 of Dr.
Bushnel]. But neitlier of these gifted men can bu taken as specimens of
American proaching generally. The free, discursive. popular elIoquence of
]3eecher, and the refined philoaophical thoughts of Basushelt, are alike remote
from the kind of preaching which may bu 8aid te bu eharacteristie of the
American pulpit. The Methodists, to the credit eof their goed sense, discounts-
nance rcading sermons. It is not known ameng theni, and they have their
reward. 1 was sorry to, learn that the reverse was the custom, in mo3.t of the
other denominations, and 1 have reasen toý-thiuk that the commun mariner of
readirig lacks tho force and fire nucessavy te mrike reading oeective on the popular
mind. An old Scotchwoman was one day praising Dr. Chalmorrs v~ery highly on
ber way home from church, wben a divine -who huard ber said, 'I 1wonder at
yen, raother, ia talking su ; the marn reftd it ail, anid yen know what you have
said atgainst reading sermons.. 1 Aye,' -was the reply of the good dame, 1 but suck
reading «s yoît!' Yest-tfiere is a secret, anid a secret whicb ouly a few of thoeu
who read sermons ever come to know. Some men cari be more efficient as publie
iristructors by reading than otherwise. But sucb taon should be exceptional. It
is net riecessary that they should bu, the raie. It is expected in New England, as
1 heard, that sermons should bu short. I thought the expeetatien a bad sign.
When sermons are goed-goed flot only in what they coritairi, but in the spirit
eof freedem and freshness with which the preacher delivers himself-wo do net
find the peuple ofton oxpressing the wish that their minister would ' use short-
nes? There are sermons that are tue long, bu thoy short as tbey xnay. Frein
ail that I could learri, my conclusion is, that in American preachiug, takeri
generall 'y, there is a good measure of itlgecthe enuinciatiori of sonnd doc-
trine, and of right principles, witb a grave sort eof earriustness, but that it iea adly
wanting in emotion, embracing little eof the persuasive, Ia this deficeney wu,
perhaps, se an effectofet'liraae. But why ehould secular eratery in America bu
impassîoned, and religilons eratory se mach wantirig iu that ehement?

EPISCOPALIANISNL IN AMERICA.
"It may seeni strange that the Episcopal Church, keeping te the model uf the

Church ot'Engl.ind, should bu highly influential ini America. To flnd the chu-
inents of harmony betweea Chureh-ef-Englandiam and Republicaaisma may bu,
difficult. But the fict is, thu Americans whu have beceme Episcopahians, if they
have net ceascd te bu Ilepublicans, censist mostly eof porsoris wbo sue much in
the Republicznisai befoeu theni that is net te' their t1asta. I~is eften said that
lec highor and more cuhtured class eof men in the United Statea never touch
politics, wvbich roally moans that they cannet bu, said te, bu really Republîcans.
For the sanie ruason the same parties suek a place apart from the ecclesiastical
bodies whose polity ia eof the mure demoratie out. Sncb persoria ara shucked
by vulgar insolence at the hustinga, or through the press, stili more if presuriting
it6elî within the pale eof a church. Thuy wvîhi face nouie ut' it anywbere if they eau
avoid iL. Ia thu Episeopal Churoh there i6 a settled service, leaving littie te the
good or bad tasto ia the ministur, and a moderated pupular influence, giving
security against annoyance froni that quarter. The vulgar is preehided-every-
thing la graceful and orderly. This ferm eof religion, moreover, ia known te bu
that eOF the Queun eof England and ber court, and of the rank and wealth of
England for tho meat part; aud, lot some Americaua rebel againet it as tbey may,
the opinion and taQste of Englarid bave potent influence in the United Statua. 0f
course, i t should bc admitted that a mani ray bu an Episcopalian Church-of-Eng-
land rma from big,7her cunsideratioris than these; but the lower considerations, I
imagine, do niuch mure than the bigher te, iake, men Episcepalians in America.

"The discipline eof a Congregational, cburch sbould bu such as te, secure its
spiritual character ; but the meat fitting mode eof socurin g that end in oe set ut'


