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interferc with the system followed by astronorners. That a-stronomer.ý
wvould quietly romnain hi their 01(1 customs witliout grieving, theni-
selves as to the arraîngemenît of a inatter indifferent to thern. At a
period wvhon everytingi tends to the simplification of reciprocal
roIationships, it miust tppear to uis desirable titat the numeration of
date differingY fi-om the rest of the worl(l mnust also be abandoned by
astronorner-s, andl indce<1 for the grreater reason, that in modern times
tbe mission of mny o1servatories is not sirnply to subservcý .c!,'atifie
purposes, buit a-lso to unite withi tletil mnatters of practicai atiiity.
The latter arc thrown into acti-ve conmunication with the outei -world,
wlnch, witlî a double notation of the dlate, would be muchi prejudiccd.
The sixth resolution of the WVashington congress, with regard to Time
Notation, unanixnous1y voted, which expresses the hope tbat as soon
as it appear practicable to cairry out the principle, astronorners and
navigators should introduce into their practice the principle of dating
the day from inidnighlt, carnies tis view. TLe IRussian delegates
joined iii titis strongly f'eit hope ; aithough, iii the instructions given
to thei, thiis question hiad not been miooted.

The sevcnth resolution, subinitted according to the wish of flerr
Janssen [recomnrendation, that the studies over the Decirnal Divi-
sion of Angles and Timne sbould be resumed] intrinsically stands in
no relationship with the propositions wvhich were subrnitted to, the
Washýlington conference, and wvas frôxu the first deela-red by the
President as not coming within its powers. But a majority of those
present, out of regard to the Frencli delega,.tcs, and out of consiciera-
tion for the indirect form in which the resolution was set forth,
declared that it was permissible to vote upon it. Accordingly,
without further dliscussion, it 'vas almost unaiiimously accepted.

It i.s now asked by everybody, whlether there is any prospect that
the Washlington iResolutions will corne into operation, and by wliat
meang that resuit inay be attained? In fact they are to be regarded
prinéipally as an authoritive expr-ession of men enjoying public con-
fideiice in the difi'erent countries wvhose Goveriinients in no way havo,
pledged themselves unconditionally to accept the iResolutions and to
give themi the force of law-,. It, however, can ho foreseeni that sustainedl
by these- important expresýÀions of opinion, the logie of facts, anf4 the
necessity for the realization of these resolutions wvilI possibly in no
distant time lead to that resuit. There.fore, natural ly it cornes to ho
pre-minently a duty for those who iii the different countries are iii
the position to exercise influence iii tliis direction, to make this influ-
ence feit in the sphere of thoir labours.

lIt rnay. ho considercd as certain that the use of the Greenwich
Mc-ridian for Cartography and the nuieration. of Longitude will
shortly, and without dficulties being created, bc introduced into al
comntries. lIn this inatter, the organs of the Govcrnr.ents of the thrc
most wvidely cxtSîded counltries, iRussia, Great Britain, and tlie


