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thieir sons, and to deprive themn of the righit of property and .f the pateia
,botestas. It wvas anotiier blowv struck at the peculiar institution.

Another constitelion, showvingr the graduai progress of more gentle
rnanners and of greater <-onsideration for the young, wvas mnade by the
Emperors Vaientinian and Valens ini 365, wvhichi pcrmiitted parents to
correct their children in moderation. If the correction did flot cifeet its
objcct recourse wvas to be had to the judges. And in 374 t'le kiliing (if
an infant by any one wvas d.-cIared to be a capital crime. This law did
flot declare the crime, for before this the kiliing of an infant wvas a
homicide, but the punishiment wvas only banisliment; it %vas nowv incrcased
to death.

111 391 Valentiniani. Tiieodosius, and Ar-cadius eriacted that ail who lial
beeti sold into slavery to procure food for tlieir wretchecd parents shoulci
be restored to thieir former fi-ce condition withotit recomnpensing the
price. This iii effect rcpeaicd the lav of Constantine requiring the price
to bc , paid or a substitute given. Bothi iaws were in favour of libcrty,
but the mode of effectingr it varied. Both opu.ions may bc supporte1l by
probable arguments. If you take away tic iiope of recompense for
expenses, fev in ciesperate circurnstanccs w~ill strctch out a liîcping hiand.
(In the other hiand if payment be insisted on you may take aw~ay the
hiope of acquiring, liber-ty ; anci impeiicd by a niomentary necessity tiîat
inestirmable righlt is paî-ted \vithi foi- m-ney. Tue r-nost equitable i-uic
%-,tld be that no christian (0or other person) slîouid be solci under any
iccssity. though they iniglît be sent to service not to sl'avery.

Il' 451 Vaientinian III. seems aglain to have foiund it neccssarY. to
miodify tue iaîv, as lie gave to, tue preserver of fi-ce born sons soid fromn
nccessity, the riglit to receive the price paid îvitiî 20 per cent acided.

Finaily Justinian in 530 îeverted to the iaw of Constantine Of 429.

We *1 ve tiîus seen witlî what anxious so' itude the christian Eiii-
perors for a period Of 200 years liaci endeav, .rcd to soften, to modify,
anud vary the lîarshncss and cruelty of iawvs and customs origyinating witii
the earliest traces of the history of the Roman people, and adhiercd to
by themr with a passionate attaclîment thiat %vas îîot overcomec by the
proffer of aid frorn the publir treasury, and only at last gave way to the
preva1encL. of christian sentiment and christian principies.

THE POOR AND THIE SICK.

In the early period of the Roman iîistory, (1-300) I do not find that any
provision wvas made for tue relief of the poor. Inequalities îvhich spring
froin family and fortune must necessariiy exist iii every society ; and

1890-9 1.]


