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vaint from the exodus te the oaptivlty, for
Mutr çeleratila that wam go faît ul to

Jehovab.',
Kotios hier@, however, that by the sme

indevidal who makem promise of obedience,
that promise lu oftoa broken. W. have two
thîngo ln the lesson. let. The. in. 2nsl.
Tiipuaishrnent. "Thoy foruook the Lord,'and m.rvedl Ba&Vi" "Re dolivcrod thein i.
to the. bande of spoilers." Their min soon
fouad thern out. Our sina wifl Iead to
sîmilar onaequencou. We will b. poilodof
our pesos, spot led of oui joy, spoiled of our
suocess, i the Lord'. vr. Sin, aorrotc,
seeukneas-on the. other band, holineva, joy,
dnmeptA. They forsook the Lord-ber. la
their in. They were delivered inte, the
bande of spoilers that spoilod thern-here ta
their sorrow. They oould nlot any longer
stand before tiiefr eenu-hee is theur
veùness On the other band, whon Cvod
saves, Ho aise strengthens and mû..s glai.
"*They of Bphraim shall be like a might~

in, and their heart &hall rejoico au throug
vine."

Tii.y forsook 'lthe Lord Coad of . their
fathers," this a«gravates thefr sin, and re-
celse, by way of centrait, the. rong of Mornes,
"MXy father's God, and 1 will exait hin. "
Tiie Mrt majority, perha )a, of the children
tovfiiomour Teachera will explain thia les-
son, ame the children of Christian parentv.
Oh 1 let them understand boy awful the
aggravation of their gult, if they fornake
" thé Lord Coad of their fathers."

" Nevertheless the Lord raised thern up
jiges. " W. are entering on the. study of
the. period of the. judges, and have thr~
siabsequent lessona from; thais book, two
about (bideon, and ono about Samson.
Othniel, Eiiud, Shainqar, Deborsh, Gideon,
Ablmelech, Toi. Iair, Jepthath, Ibzan,
Elon, Abdon, Samson and Eli, were judges
of slla snuccession. "Me gave unto them
jdges about the. space of four hundred and
fft3 years, until Samuel the. prophet. »

(Acta 13: 20) "MIy people have formaken
me," is the complaintOGod makes of his peo-
ple, by the prophet Jereniiah. "The cVii

1erofuniielief," dparta from tlte living
Ood, (Heb. 3:-12>. 'W at a sud picture tii.
lesson presents. The. faithful old soldier
in Tirnsth-heres. The. faithless generatioxi
that foilow after foiret that the. atone uinder
the. oùk in Shecbem ix a tcit*ea againet tliein.

THIRD SABBATH.
SUBJECT:-TA. oel of Glideo. Judgcs

6: 11-18. Golden Text, Matt. 28: 20.
Gideon is introduoed to us threahing

vwheat by the wine-press--that la, in a plce
more concesled thasi tiie usual threshing-
floor, that it might escape the. marauding

Miiaies oi' veladiluv. 3that*"soit
vas, viieu Istrsel had soya, the Midiaites
Cam up... ...aad des$royed the. increase of
thaeearth," and "I srael was greatly imî>verished becauise of the Midianites." lsalmoei
Lad forzaken the Lord,-nov according to

Gide>n's mouruful utteranco, " the Lord
baul formalcen t hem."l

la considerinq the cail of Gîdeon, notioe
lit, Gliloon'. warsknessm; 2nd, Gideon made
atron;4 ln ths Lord and iu the. powrer of Nlq
rnight. Ris vi>aknoss lay lu li. unbeiLof
" If the Lord b. with us vhy is &Ul this bo-
f %lien us." S'> it often ta with ourselvua.
" The Lord'. band is net chortened that it
cannot save." but our iniquities soparate b.-
tween us snd our (led. Havlng no fuit> in
(led, lie la no fait> ln Iimself. " Where-
with shahl 1 maya lirsel ? Behold my fainll
in poor, snd I amn the leant in My father a
bouse." go Moses, 'O rnMy Lord .I. arn
slow of speech and of a slow tongue." Tiie
Lord's ansiver to Moes. was, " Go and 1
will bc wt) thy mouth." The. Lords& ans-
wer ta Gideon le sîmnilar, «"Go, andl la tht.
t!iy rnight ... surelylI vl ha with the.."
W. are apt tàa confoundl wabel.ef vitis humé.-
lity, a va?>' dangerous mistake, and oe
which ail Christian. have need te guard
againat. Gideon was wesk when lie booked
te biniseif, and se will we if ve followr bia
example.

2uid. Gideon made strong. "1 vil be
witli thce." The woik wiii b. easy when I
arn vith tii... Tii. çolden text points tu
the source of tii. Cbrastiana strength i a
sinûlar p remise, " Le, 1 amn witii you al-
va'. " Rit strength lay in the word of
God. Furtiier on irefind himnattainig to the
f ull measure of bim streiigti, viieu "the
Spirit cf the Lord came upon him."9

Without the. Word ofGCod we are woak,
a.nd viien like Gideon voe ame clotbed, wath
the Spirit of the Lord then we are strong

FOURTH SAI3BATH.
SuBJECT :-Gideona M'rta, Judges 7: 1-8,

Golden Text, 1 Sain. 14: 6. Read, am.
1 Cor. 25-29.

V. 1.-Jeffld. Tis narne is conneet-
ed with tii. fint great event in bis publie
life. Se. Chap. 6: 32. The men of the cty
bad wialîed to put Gideon ta death, becaus.
b.e destroyed the. altar cf Baal, and Joamh
said, '4WiII y. V lead for Baal -let him

yla o imself.' Christians often iplead
k)r tIi. woîld. The world in quite abl t
plend fur tUe!.

Ris up ear>'. So Joshua, whon prepar
ing tc, cross the, Jorda (Josb. 3: 1) anafa-
terward viien preparing te take Jericho,
(6: 12) " rose early i the morning." So
Jeaus wheu preparing for the work of the
day, "in tiie morning, rising up a great
while beforo dsy, went ont, and departed
into a solitar>' place ad thore prayod."
Early rising for work, early riaing for prayer.
'4Wliatsoever thy biand findetb te do, do Lt
wt) t!»' might." Ecbea. 9: 10.

V. 2. -The people too man>'. "Lestthey
mhould sa>', our band ta hi4, and the. Lord
bath not dane ail this." 'Tlaat your faitii
mboul-i not stand la the wtsdom of ma, but
in the power of God." No straint te the
Lord tu, save b>' rmai or b>' foy. B>' two


