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od the Old Testament, and therefore to rea- | gion n meteor of the night, misleading the
scn with them “that Jesus is the Christ,” i traveller; or is it a ray of light leading on-
would not be cnough., We must take his. ward to cverlasting day? My deay friends,
yeasoning from the magnfficent epistle, the . this will be the only thing that can enable
Epistle to the Romans. Ile tells them that you and me to pass that stupendous ordeal.
they had deified the very vides ‘which Chris- the most searching, the most momentous at
tianity condenmed. le tells them, that the last day. ¢ What shell it profit a man
there was a conscience in each ‘one of them, if he shall gain the whole world and lose hix
whose sight had been literally quenched; own soul®”
that their so-ralled deeds of virtue were but

scandalous vices, and that if they really did

that which was virtuous, they could never (From the Canadwan Presbylerian.)
thereby purchase entrance to heaven; and, Public Prayer. Geneva tersus Westmin-
then he unfolds to them, in all its magnifi-, stere

cence, the truth that Jesus Christ is made — .
righteousness unto all and for all that be- ;| Tor a long period, Public Prayer has with
lieve, and that through His propitation we us heen left entively in the hands of the offi-
have access to God. And these grand truths ciating Minister. In the early days of the
he preached in the Fotum, under the shadow  Church of Scotland hewever, it was not <o.
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of their magnificent and venerated capitol— |
preached them in Cwsar’s palace—preached
t' e n in his own hired house in Rome, and in
Liss own prison, and preached to them on that
day when he died a martyr, and ‘was buried

where his dust still rests, and wherea church

was afterwards built in commemoration of

him. Thus then he adapted his preaching to

the poople. not ministeting to their prejudi-
ces ar passions, but studying and consider-
ing the circles he was addressing.

And that preaching still vemains.  Jerusa-
Jem is now but a burying place tor the Jew
on the one sidé, and a battle field for con-
tending Eastern Sects upon the cther, and |
the only thing that lingers on it now, is the:
memory of a grand bistoric past, and ‘the |
prophecy of a yet grander and move glorious |
tutare. Rome also is pissed away ; yet the
words of the Apostle Paul have outlived the '
thvone of the Cresars.  What'is Rome now?
A place for brigands dnd béggars, where the |
Pope has had it all his own way for a thou- |
sand years, where there is a Priest for every'
seven people, and 365 churches which would
hold a large seetion of the population of
London, and which are vastly mére than the
people there want. With everything his
own way there, the Pope’s -condition is the
most piteous and the ‘most forlorn. Buat
when Jerusalem is gone, and”Rome i< gone, '
the words of the Apostle will live, translated
into every tongue, mingling With the hum of
every capital, taught to the infant, and lis-
tened to by the most sccomplished " 'mihd.’
How true is it that that which man thinks'
great is insignificant, ‘while the leaSt word'
which God has pronounced lives for ever and *
for ever. The religion of Jupitér and' Apalld;®
and Dagon and Ashtaroth, is trodden’in the
very dust, but the doctrines taught by ‘the”
tenumaker of Tarsus arecheard 'in every'town,
and read in every city—the jov of thous-
ands, and the hepe of millions of mankind.’

What is that religion to you?" Is'it 2 past'
record, or is it a living, moving forcéin your '
conscience? You are Chuistians just so far
s Christianity actuates vou. Ts vour veli-!

At the time of the rejormation, cach of
the National Branches of Preshyterianism.
the Church of Geneva, the Church of France.
of Hungary, of Alpine Valleys, the Church
of T¥olland and also that of Scotfand, adopt-
ed a Litargy.  Tc this fact, there is anot a
solifary exception. Saith I'rincipal Tulloch.
in his ¢ Leaders of the Retormation” the idea
of extemporaneous Praver as #a appropriate
Vehicle of Public Devotion was one guite
unknown to the Reformation. The numer-
ous formaularies of worship, adopted by these
churches, differ we find from those of the
Prelatic Churches by the fact that they leave
to the officiating Minister a wide freedom of
omission or interpslation according to the
requirements of the occasion. Chicf among
these is that of Calvin, which became the
basis of the French, Dutch and Seoteh, and
which contrasts strikingly with the prayers
that are in our days offered up in the puipits
of many who call themselves by his name. -

In 1559, John Knox, after an cxile syent
chiefly at the feet of Calvin, retwrned t»
Scotland, taking with him a version of the
Genevan Liturgy. This form of service he
submitted to the General Assembly for adop-
tion who commanded it to be printed, * being
thought necessary .and profitable for the
church.” In the following vear, it was di-
rected that the sacraments should be admin-
istered after ““the Book of our Comumon
order” and dgain “that a uniform o-der
shopld be kept in the ministration of the
Saeraments according to the Kivk of Geneva.”
The injunction was afterwards issued * that
Ministers and Readers provide themsclves
with that order and prayer and administra-
tion of the Sacraments.” This same Book
wis in 1867 translated into Geolic for tie use
of the Gaclic Churches, and is said 1o be
the first book ever printed in that language.
It was entitled ¢ Foirm na Nurrundheadt.”
A little before the meeting of the Westmin-
ster Assembly viz, in 1641, the Scottish
Book of Coonmon order was reprinted
London and presented to *the Most High

('oart of Parliament,”  Twosears therealier,
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