
=12 CANADA LÂW JOUBNAL.

the nature of inarriage as a eontractual relationship, is obliged
to grant the severance of a bond the moral foundationg of which
have been destroyed. Complex and changing conditions malte
recognition of new grounds imperative.

This was brouglit to the attention of the British publie by
the press in the suxnxer of 1919. A well-known member of the
British House of Conunons and his wif e found that for them to
live, together was impossible; the wif e had comniitted no act of
adultery, nor did either party wisli their good naine to be drag-
ged througli the mud; the husband registered at a well-known
hotel with a woman of low eharacter, and oceupied the same
room with her; this was used as evidence of adultery, and the
desired divorce obtained. After the deeree had been granted,
the husband informed the publie througli the newspapers that
as a matter of fact, althougi lie had spent the night in the saine
rooni as the co-respondent, no aduiltery liad been committed. lu
order that a highly desirable divorce miglit be obtained, it had
been necessary for the man te appear lu the roll of a moral deý
linquent.

The first reform throughout Canada sliould be to place wo-
men on the same footing au men; to make adultery alone on the
part of the linsband siifficient ground for a, divorce by the*wle.
The inequality which at present exists in Provinces following
t.he English Divorce Act has its origin in a past age when un-
morality on the part of men was looked upon as lesa serions
than on the part of woman, this theory in turn being based on
the belief that the man committing adultery would likely do se
witb. a woman of loose character and under conditions whieb
would be unlikely to produce children and thereby affect inher-
itance, etc., while in the case of the few wives who miglit err,
the circumstances would in very mauy cases be just the oppo.
site. As a matter of fact, there is in ail probability lu the vast
majorlty of cases of adultery by cither party leading to a di-
vorce little likelihood of the production of eilidren; while in
very many cases of the offence by the liusband, the possibilities
of hlm, contracting and cemmunicating to his wlfe venere-al dis-
eme are great. The reason more true to f act for admittiug
adultery as a ground for divorce to eitlier party is that it strikes
at the inmost privacy of inarried Mie, at the stability of the
home, and at the liappinees of the parties concerned-and te
woman, witi lier more sensitive nature and fluer feelings, the
idea would ln most cases be f ar more loathsome tlian to man,


