
ŽNOTFS ON CoPoNEui.

Charles Turner Bravo was a youiig
barrister, of Stronig constitution and souuld
health, wbo bad recently been nîarried to
a widow po.ssessed of a bandsoine incarne.
One day after dinnier he wvas taken sud.
denly and violently iii, and sbowed al
the symptonîs of nmetallic posiig To
the physicians Nylio were called lie reso-
lutely denied having taken sucell a poison,
thougli Mrs. Cox, a conipanion of bis
wife, aftervards told theirn that lie had
confessed to ber that he hiad tal<en it, and
implored lier iiot to tell bis wife. lu the
course of the îîext day lie dîipd. Cherni-
cal analysis of the vonîited. food and of
tbe contents of the intestines coniclusîvely
proved it to be a case of poisoning by
tartar einetie. At bis last inal Mr.
Bravo lied partaken of ail the, food in
couinion uitih Lis xvife and Mrs. Cox.
The only tbing whicb bie alone bad used
wvas a bottie of Buirguindy.'

The resolute denial. of the deceased in
extremiés to bis physicians that hie bad
taken poison, altboughi informed in the
most solemn ternis by Sir William Guli
tbat the consequeiâces of bis denial miglit
be to throw suspicion on sorne one else,
and tbe apparent absence of motive for
an act of self destruction, occasioned
douýt as to bis liaviing conîmitted suicide.
Tbe coroner, howver, adopted froi the
first the theery of suicide, beard oiily a
portion of tbe testimony. No examina-
tien was suggestedl of the wine remainimg
in the bottie, nor M-as it acconîtedl for;
ne inquiry was imade as to where the tar-
tar emietic was procured ; tbe wife of the
deceased w'as not examined ; and tbe cor-
oner positivel- declined to examine one
of the physicians who bad been ini at-
tendance, and w-ho offered to testify.

The necessary resuit of this perfunctory
proceedîng wvas a verdict that the de-
ceased died froin the eflècts of antimonial
poison, but howv or hy whoin the poison
was administered there w-as no evidence
to show. In other words, the only fact
found by the verdict was that which the
inedical inquiry satisfactoril 'v established,
tbat the death bad resulted'from poison ;
and the oniv' purpose for which an in-
quest is ever justifiable,-te ascertain
whether a crime bad been committed or
net, was left wbelly eut of sigbt.

Certain suspicions circumstances in tbe
case and the position taken by the medi-
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cul gentlemen in attenidance on the de-
cease'd caused the whole niatter to be-
corne niotorlous ; and sncb ivas the public
indig-nation aroused by this palpable
fairce and nhlsearriage of justice, that the
attention of the governiment was drawn
to the case. The Attorrney-General rnoved
the Court of Queen's Benicli to quash the
inquis au, and have a special commis-
sion appointed to hold another inquest.
The Solicitors of the Treasury were set at
work upon -the case, and after xnany
w-eeks of a rnost searchinig and careful in-
vestigation, during -which ail manner of
collateral inquiry w'as indulged in, at-
tended on both sides by eminient counisel,
the second verdict ivas returned to thts
effect that Mr. Bravo did not conmmit
suicide ; that lie did not die by misad-
venture; that lie was %vilfully miurdered
by having tartar emetic administercd to
bim, but that there was not sufficienit evi-
dence to fix the guilt upon any person
or persons. If a crimie was here cor-
xnitted, the failure of the coroner to in-
quire into facts clcarly cennected with
the death-sucb as examining the con-
tents of the bottie from. which. Mr.
Bravo alone had partaken at hîs last
meal-probably defeated the ends of jus-
tice ; if it wes flot a case of crime, but of
suicide or accident, the hurried and slip-

Ishod nianner in 'which the, first inquîry
wvas conducted aroused a painful suspic-
ion, and occasioned a long and expensive,,
and, as it proved, fruitless investigation.
In eitber view of the matter, proper care
and a decenit regard for the important in-
terests învolved would have insured the
utnîost care at the first hearing, and obvi-
ated the needless and scandalous second
inquest.

ýSir Charles Lyell, the eniinent geolo-
gist,, died alter a linigering ilîness, resuit-
ing mainly fromn bis advanced age. Sanie
time previous te bis death lie bad
stumbled on the staircase, and fallen ini,
sucb a nianner as to infliet seine inijury,.
which prebably, in bis already weak
state, hastenied bis decease. He bad been
attended by eminent physicians, who reg-

iularly certified the cause of bis death.
1The body, encased in a leaden coffin and
an oaken box surrounding it, was lying
in bis bouse ready for intei-ment. At
this moment Coroner Hardwicke, stimu-
lated by an over-zealouB officiousness, oh-


