28 THE WEEKLY EXPOSITOR.

Sert. 10,

— 1

of a secret, which, to me, is property of the
* first importance,
[ have the honor to be, my Lotds,
With consideration,
Your Lordships? obedient servt,

Lieut. IL.P. 92nd Regt
The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
&c. &ec. &e.

No. 12,
Admiralty, 4th Sept. 1833,

Str,~Having laid before the Lords Com.
niissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the
30th ultimo, on the subject of your invention
of & cheap and effectual temedy for dry rot,
in wh'ch you state your unwillingness to
compromise your secret by describing it to
their Lordships, without having, in the first
instance, a conditional fuamntec of comnpen-
sation entered into by their Lordships; { am
commanded to acquaint you, that their Lord-
ships have no wish to interfere with your va-
luable discovery, still Jess to be a party with-
holding it from the public, and have no desire
to give you any further trouble on the subject,
1 am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Copy.)

(Signed) Gxo. ErvioTT.
Licut. «——, &c, &e. &c.
(Copy.y No. 13.

Langton’s Cottage, Sept. 5, 1833.
Str,—In teply to your letter of the 4th
instant, wherein you observe, that haviug
laid my letter of the 30th ultimo, before the
Lords Comniissioners of the Admiralty, on
the subject of a cheap and effectual remedy
for dry rot, in which letter I state my un-
willingness to communicate my secret to
their Lordships, without having in the first
instance, a conditional guarantee of com-
pensction entered jnto by their Lordshups,
and that youare in consequence commanded
to acquaint me, that their Lordships have no
wishtointerfere with my valuablediscovery,
still less to be a party withholding it from
the public, and have no desire to give me
any further trouble on the subject,—I feel it
a duty to myself to declare, thut I am
wholiy at a loss t¢ conceive how my letter
to them can be construed into an uniwilling-
ness to describe my secret to their Lordships,
or to desire that they should be a party with-
holding it from the public—for whom it is
principally intended, inasmuch as the pub-
lic service would be benefited by its adop-
tion. What T merely sought was an au-
thority from their J.oidships to make the
disclosure, not to themscives, but to the
public ; and if in any pan of my communi-
cation to their Lordships [ have deviated
from the usual course of proceedings in
these matters, I can only say, it has been
from jgnorance of the necessary forms, and
by no means from any, the slightest feeling,

witich could by their Lordships be construed:

into disrespect.

* In aliuding to the ques sn of compensa-
tion, I merely adoptc‘}l the suggestion of the
Surveyor of the Navy, to whom I had men-
tioned the subject; nor could Iby any pos-
siblity imagine that, bad such allusion been
unreasonable, reference would, have been
made to the Lords Commissivners of the
Admiralty by that officer. Had I under-
stood it was their Lordships® desir» T should
communicaie my secret to the Surveyor of
the Navy, I should not have hesitated to
comply with such desire, as being tanta-
mount to a command ; but this I certainly
did not=assuming, onthe contrary, from the
tone atlopted in the first communication I
received frgm the Adimiralty, that it was a
subject on which I was left tv exereise my
owa discretion.

Trusting that this disavowal of any thing
like intentionul disrespect towards their
Lordships, will be reccived with the frank-

neas with which it is offared, I have only to
add, that should it still bo their pleasure I
should communicate my secret to the Sur-
veyor of the Navy, I shall consider the inti-
mation of that fact a due and official av-
thority for the disclosure.

am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

George Elliot, Esq., Lt 1L P, 0208 Regt,

Secretary to the Admiralty, &c. &
(Copy-) No. 14,

Langton’s Cottage, Farnham Royal, Bucks.
Sept. 12, 1833,
Sir,—1It is with deep regret I have to ac-
unint you, that my negociation with the
dmirajly for the transfer of my remedy for
dry tot, has totally failed; and under cir-
cumstances which render it imperative 1
should transmit for your information, copies
of all the correspondence which has taken
place on the subject.

To their Lordships I have already disa-
vowed any such feeling as unwillingness
10 cormunicate my secret to them ; and it
appears to me, that the explanatory letter
which I forwarded in reply, ought to have
gatisfied their Lordships I had oxﬁy acted on
the presumption that they neither expressed
desire, nor gave me authority to divulge my
secret to an inferior party ;3 but althoughthe
silence which has since been preserved by
thoir Lordships, leaves no question that the
subject has been finally disposed of by them,
1 feel that 1 have still an impostant duty to
perform, that of satisfactorily explaining to
you, Sir, to whose prompt attention to my
views, { owe the originating of the question
with His Majesty. )

From the very outset it is evident, that
their Lordships were disinclined to enter-
tain the plan ; and, although referring me to
the Surveyor of the Navy, most distinetly
stated, through their Secretary, that they
did not wish to give me any further trouble
on the subject—or, in other words, that they
did not desire to have any thing further to
do with it. Under these circumstances, I
confess that, left to take counselonly of my-
self, I scarcely knew how to act; yet, feel-
ing, as I did, that their Lordships had given
me neither order nor authority of the re-
matest kind for the communication, I deem-
ed it a duty I owed to my personal interests
to stipulate for rome sort of guarantee from
themselves, before I divested myself of a
secret, which must become that of any, and
every, body from the moment of my enter-
ing upon the experimental trial. In con-
sequence thereof, I addressed the letter No.
9, 1o their Lordships.

From the almost personal character of the

reply to that communication, you will per-
ceive, Sir, that their Londships have taken
umbrage at my demand, and placed a con-
struction on wy letter, it was Ly no means
intended to bear. Had they said we com-
mend you, or we authorize you, to make your
disclusure, it would have been sufiicient,
and I should at once ha e thrown myself
upon their good faith and consideration for
ulterior remuneration ; but so far from a de-
sire of the Lind being expressed, I am, in a
few brief words, told that their Lordships do
not wish to give me any trouble un the sub-~
ject,
! Instipuiating for 2 suarantee, 1 could have
no idea that 'was depatting from the ordi-
nary course, especially as I 'had been refer-
red to their Lordships by the Sucveyor of the
Navy, to whom the_etiquette usual onthese
occasions, must of necessity have been
fawiliar, I beg, therefore, youwill beliove,
Sir, that in no portion of my correspondence
with their Lordships, have 1 been influenced
by any fecling which could be construed
into disrespect, or a doubt of their faith,

Anxious only that this candid explanation
of my motives should huve the effect of ex-

onerating me in your opinion from all
shadow of blame.
I have the houor to be, Sir,
With deep considoration,
Your most faithful and obliged Servant,
Lt.~Genl. Sic Herbert Tnylor, G.C.H. &c.&e,
Windsor Castle.

(Copy.) No. 15.
Windsor Castle, Oct. 7, 1833,

Dear Sir,—Continued pressure of busie
ness has prevented my aknowledging eara
lier, the seceipt of your letter of the 17th
September, enclosing copies of a corress
pondence with the Admirulty on the subject
of dry rot, the resuit of which I much regret,
as I am pefectly convinced that you would
not have brought forward anything that you
liad not proved to s useful and jm rtant,
and equally persuaded ani I, that in desiring
to attach some condition to the communica-
tion of your secret, you had not the most
distant 1dea, or wish, to stipulate for that
which might be considered unreasonable
nor do I sce that it is at all unreasonable to
expect to be remunerated for an essential
benefit conferred on the public and the
King’s service.

But you must make allowsance for the
manner in which the public departments are
tormented with plans and inventions, pro-
})osals and specifics of every deseription, as

cau vouch from personal experience ; and
I believe there are few subjects on which
the Admiralty and Navy Board have been
addressed more frequently than that of dry
rot. Hence the repulse ‘you met with at
starting—the difficulty of introducing the
subject again, and the eagerness shown to
shake it ofl. It would be of no avail now,
consistent with your feelings, to press the
matter further, and you will'of course con-
sider yourself at liberty to make any other
use you may think fit of the secret you
possess.

I have the honor to be, Dear Sir,

Yourvery obedient and faithful Servant,

(Signed) H. Tavror.
Lt. oo, &ec. &c.

{The above correspondence was subse-
ueml}y]' printed, and about to be submitted
irough 2 gallant officer now in India, to the

House of Commons, when the projector
changed his views and came to this country-,
The following Memorandum was appended
tothe correspondence.)

MEMORANDUM.

(Xccompanping the First detter to the Rvmiralnp)

The accompanying zamples are portions of
wood which have been submitted to the influence
of a cheap and cfficient preventive agaiust diy
vot. Upwards of twenty years ago, the timber
of which they form a pan, had been cast aside
as unserviceable ; and when broken up, was used
for a fence in a low marshy ground, subject o
frequent floodings,  As will be apparent from the
sample No, 1, neithier tar nor paint has been
applied to it during she twenty yeare that it has
lain exposed to the influence of air and moisture ;
and yet it will be found ta bz at once firtues,
heavier, ond nore closcly knit together, tian
any new wood of the sae quality not similariy
prepared.

It will be remarked, that.the dark side of the
wood, which was more open to the action of the |
matter applicd to, is much harder than the other,
which received an infinitely less portion of the
nutriment.  \When subsiitted to the plane of the
carpenter, a8in No. 2, the dark surfuce was fonnd
much more diflicalt to remove than the light ;
and a 1espectable timber werchant, to whom the
samples were submitted for opinioa, not only ex-
pressed his full assnrance of the virtue of the
preventive, but said the wood was so much alter-
ed for the better, both in substauce and colour,
that he should not have conccived it to be deal.

In the sample No.3, the most striking evidence
of the repulsive virtues of the remedy is given ;
for it will be pereeived that in the exterior eur.
face to which the matter had not penctrated, thy
worm has antempted an entrance ; but arxiving




