
VOUNG FRIENDSI REVIEW.

I1'IiEMS 0F INTEREST

t*LEAýtNt-D FRONI 1RIVATE 1.ETTERS.

A young Friend frein near Plainfield,
N. J., writes *'"Our quarterly mlecting
was lield Iast Fifth-day and Sixthi-day.
Elizabeth Illuminer and conipan ions,
frei Newtown, Penn., Rohert anc
Esthier Barnies, frei Purchase, N. Y.,
and a few others outsidc the limits of
our quarter]> meeting were wvith us, and
their company and counlsel wvas
very acceptible. Our meeting heuse
in Plainfieid bears the date 1788,
consequently ha-, reached its ceriten-
niai anniversary this year. I"riends
propose te celcbrate it somne time during
the ceming sunmmer. Tlhere is a say-
ing: &The very %alls have ears.' If
those walls were 1)os5sesed of a tongue
as w~ell, what wenoiderfutl stoiies they
could tel? Lt wvas o:)ic of die first
buildings here, and nowv Plaintield i- a
handseme, flourishing city of i0,000
te 12.000 inhabitants."

TPhe "YOUN(e FRIENDS' R'wîvi.-w'*
increa.ses in interest evcry imenth ! 'l'le
subjects in this month's issue are par-
ticularly instructive, and furnish food
for thouglit for " %e younger renibers
of Our Society." M.I C. C.

BIRTPHRIGHWl' MEMBERSH IP.

'1'he very interesting subject of retain-
ing our younge.- mnibers in the Society
lias been discussed te som-e extent in
the columns of the Review and lias af-
forded me much pleasure in its perusal.
The subject cif Bîrthright iVlenbersFip
is se intim-ately cennected tiierewith,
that 1 ain induced te offer these few re-
marks, more as arnendmient than as a
separate tepic.

Birthright* Menibership. as callcd and
Undeïstoed by us, seerns te nie te be
the great stumbling block in the pro-
gress of our Society te.day, both
numerically and spiritually. I think it

is the direct cause of a decrease in our
mieiiers. 1By it we take from our
children thiat liberty in spiritual things
whli is essential to true religion and
comipel themi to become members oftthe
Society, and they deeming that to be
of little importance which they have ob-
taincd Nwithout effort, stray away and are
lost tu us ferever.

It is an indirect cause in that it keeps
niany who arc kindly disposcý toward
our Society fromn joining with. us. For
it miakes them feel tliat they have no
right te be amoîig us unless asked and
wve with our clislike of proselyting do
flot care voluntari!y te invite them to
unite with the meeting.

I believe that the many extinct meet-
ings throughout ,the country ow-. theie
extinction te the influence of Birthright
Membership thus explained.

Were l3irthriglit Membership done
,iway with, we igh-lt losý scme of our
ejildren fromn the Society, but surely
flot more than %v'e are nuwv losing from
other reasons. 'l'ie chaif and the
stubble would be blown away but the
pure grains would remain. XVe wvould
tlien knowv what our belief is, as our
parents would take more care in in-
structing us religiously if they -them-
selves be 'lieved i n the principles of the
Society.

'I'he very means that our fathers took
te keep the Society alive, ivili inevita.
bly resuit in its destructi on in the out-
w'ard.

But though 1 say we may at some
future tunie no longer exist as the So-
ciety of Friencis, I can nQt cenceive it
possible tha, the principles *ýve cherish
or the truths we profess can ever be lest
te man.

On accounit of Birthrighit Member-
ship we have grew'n proud. Wue offer
ne inducenient for others either rich or
poor ,)a ccC1)t of our principles. Is
the bread of life upon wvhich we feed
tee holy for distribution ? George Fox
sought out the servants of God from
among the people, and do wve, their de-
cendants, hold ourseives aloof from the
people now?


