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ON THE NATURE 0F GRAMMAIt.

The grammar or the Latin, Greek, )r Germlaii langnage
is a very dif1èrent thingc from 14uglish grrammar. ais it is
taugrht in the sehools; and i-cry difterent, t.oo, lrom lengilisli
gramînar as it really is. WVe are proinpted to lidd that
Euglish grainînar as it is taught, diflers about as widely
fromn grainmar as il. really is. Ihi the other languages,
namned above, gramnîar freats of the modificationis of the
borins of words, aud the position of these words iii the
sentence, which are required to express certain specilic
meaings. Knowiiug its form and its place iii tho senîtence,
one would kniow its meaning, if' ho knew the grammâar of'
the language. There are very many changres ini the irutms
of words which the English lauagý(o knows niothing, of.
Five or six cases, three gYenders for each. two or three
numbers for nouins, pronouns, and adjectives, and (IifhŽreiit
coiijugations and decleusioins that make the pupil dizzy to
think about; each expressed hy some arbitmary modifica-
tion of the root word, aud to he learned iii its likenesses to
and differences fromn the others. It is no woinder that lie
German schools begin the study or r..amnar ini the first
Vear and continue it thiroug-nh the school lilo of the child.
Urhere was a time iii the girow'th- of the Engclish -w'hen it liad
such a gramînar. But it lid vitality eniouvh tolburst these
bonds of form aud slough off most of the. termiuations and
changres. The irregvular rorbs hiave kepi. more of' t hein, to
the g-reat conifusion of the children, and of mauygrwnp
children. But Engrlis.. diffiers t'rom these other hînuaguwes
i heinig a -grammarless tongue." for the most part.

In Nv hat, then, does Engylish grrammar coîîsist?
It is the analytic phase or side of the study of a, sentence.

In the study of atiything.-r, we conisider it either as to its
union with other thiings to nake c'. largver unity than itself,-
which is the side of the, synthesis,-or w'e amalyze it into
ifs parts to see of what it is composed. The syn;thetic side
of lanage stndy we eall composition. The amalytic side
is grammar. Now; ana1ysis and synithesis can itever be
wholly separated. Iii flait, we inust ai ways anialyze ait the
same time that we uniite, ankd we must always unite ait the
same time that we sprt.Buit the force or attention
may be directed to the synthetic process, because construc-
tion is what we seek to, do. Or the force of attention may
be directed to analysis because what we seek to know is
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