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understood to mean, that we apologize for that ivhich sve balieve, or
thart which we practice. We avow and defend our faith, and the practice
of it knoring that what ive are taught vill bear criticism, and deserves
defence.»

* Aothr rma-able instance of Sir John Thompmon's force of
character was inanifested, in the dignified silence mnaintained by him,
during the fierce attacks hie was subjected to by the late R-!v. Dr. Doug-
las, a Iead:ng Methiodist divine, who wauld not foi-give bim for bis.
change of religion. Oa the formattioti of the Th o npsorn gOv.-rnment,
Dr. Douglas poured forth the vials of bis wrath. One day the writer
of this littie sketch, in speaking to Siu John Thoaipson remarked that
bis friends r.ere pleased that he had in ide no reply to the invectives
hurled against himn. He then nientioned that a leading Methodist
gentlemin had wvritten him a letter of sympathy, which he prized very
inuch. and that in rel, , he hid set forth in a few lines bis inswer to-
the attacli wtde upon him. Alter Sir Jchn's death, I wrote to this
ftiend and obtained permission to make a lewv extracts fromi the letter,
for the purpose of a lecture to be delivered at the Catholic Sumnier
Schoo1 near Plattsbug, N. Y. Unfortunately the extracts, wbich were
copied in niany parts of this continent, were in some iristanes niutilatecl.

The assailed and the assailant being now dead, as well as the
g4ýntlerlian who was the recipient of that letter, 1 feel at liberty to
give as much of it hiere as bas any p-ýblic interest, as it so tburoughly
rtefkcts the character of the r.riter;

-My Dear
* "Wý'ords cannot express my appreciation of your great kindness in.

%vriting to, ne as you did about the extraordinary attack muade on me by
1I r. D.;uglas. The noble w ords of your relative, too, %vere a grcat
cn mfort and made me realize bow many there may be among the Soo,-
COD, for wvbom Dr, D. clainis to spealz, wvbo bave ton niuch of the

* Christain spirit to follow bis uncharjiable judgement on one of vhorn
lie knows absolutely noîhing. I bave had many indications of the
ýame kind froni my oxvn province whece my life was spent until
the laiseven yjears and there ni enc-ny. political or otherv.isae,


