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For to-day -%e have bridges Llhat cross streams at least 1,600 feet
wvide witli a single span.

Ail bridges at flrst were eonstructed from wood, but as un-
treated -%ood, exposed to tie, air, is only a teinporary material,
steel, Stone, aîîd concrete were gradually substituted. Now whelin
a bridge wvas finishied, man being bothi a social and warlike being,
lie w'as frc to cross backi and forthi iilîezeveir lie pleased, whletlier
bent on a peaceftul mission or a -warlilce and pillaging errand.
In cîthier case thie bridge always carried inii safely across.

Tuie bridge lias therefore done its part in perfecting coin-
iiierce, prosecuting war, affording mecans of inter-commiunication,
thiereby advaneing civilizatioxi. It lias also miade itself feit; in
formiing our Tlraditions, I-Iistory, Customs and Literature. Jul jus
Caesar in luis commnentaries in fighiting tlic Gauls, inakes a special
mention of constructing a bridge across a Gaclie streamn in
record-breakzing timie. Sad to relate in timne of -%ar a bridgye is
on1e of thie first t1iings an eneniy desires to destroy. Destroy an
eneniy's bridge across an important stream, on lis line of coin-
imunication, and nine chiances out of ten biis ariny is withiout food.
Tlie hiistory of any nation is replete vith thie offices tliat thieir
bridges hiave performed. Tliis is s0 truc tlhat thie chiaracter of
bridges thiat a nation buil.ds is a good mneans of telling whvlat;
kind of a civilization tlhat nation enjoy.

In thie Englislî language thie bridge hias furnishied us many
figures of speechi. rior eape-A man always praises thie
bridge thiat carnies lim over. Again,-Miýan's*cbaracter is likze a
bridge for thie strengthi of a bridge lies i tlue strengthi of its
-veakest member.

Whiat a magie namne lias tlie bridge in flic mneasures of Poetry
and in thie annals of Romance.

Wlîo lias flot been saddened wbien reading Tennyson's in-
irortal poem entitled thie ".Bridge." *WVlio lias not read witlî
nmarked attention Robert Burns' account of the Old Bridge look-
ing down wvitli scorn upon the New. Z

Tiiere is scarcely a sleeping lianilet in any country -without
a Loyers' Lane or a Loyers' Walk. Did you ever sec a*Lovers'
Lane, complete withiout a bridge? 'Who lias flot stood upon an.
old bridge spanning a sylvan stream at twiliglit and niused and
xnuscd? Small -%onder then thiat even the most prosaic of us
stand in aw'e and reverence wlîen gazing at a large and imposing,
bridge. And -,vell we rnay -for the average -laynîan lias no idea
of the amount of nerve force, energy and brains tliat lias been used
in plannirc. fabnieating and ereeting the finishcd structure. Be-
sides tliere are very few bridges of any nmagnitude that hiave been
ereeted -ivithout exacting ai toli on inan lives, n eyfw n


