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GHRISTIANITV AND POUITICS.

F we consider lio-w great an influence religion lias iu polities
-ive cannot but corne to the conclusion that a change in re-
ligion iust needs be accompaniied by a change in govern-
nment. The coming, of Christianity -was no doubt the grea,,t-

est chânàige ever operated iii religion, and therefore it mnust have
operated a similar great change lu polities. it is this -%vichl î'c
ivill trýy to deterînine. Ancient society -%vas founded on the old
religion, thie principal dogijuit of wîîlieli wvas that eacli god pro-
tected Lis special family or city and existed for notling cisc but
that faiily or tl)at city. Prom this saine religion procecded al
the la-%s. the laws conccrniin- meni in tijeir relations w-itlî
one another, thie la-ws of propcrty and inhieritage, in fact the laws
of ail p)rocecdlings, aud this not accordling to thie pirecepts of Jus-
tice but lu vieiv' of J)roinoting the interests of religion. Again
this saine c.reed becaine a, goverinnet; it dictatcd the duties for
the kzings, the governors and lîasof ecdi fainily. Ail came froiu
religion, tlîat is. froîn the opinion mian hiad formîed of "Divinity.>
]Religion, law and goveunîcut; w-cre ail the saine tlîing under
thrc different aspects.

\Ve sec tliat iu tlîis ancient social systemi relig ion reigned
suipreine in private as well as in public life. The state mas a
rolii-ioiis conîmunity. the king a pontiff, the niiagistrate a priest,.
mud the lai- a lîoly nai.There p.atriotism w-as piety. exile an
exeoîuînluuica«,tioiii and indiv'idual liberty wvas unknown. îMan
-%as a slave to the state by his sou], body and ii-es; moreover,
hiatrcd for strangers w,'as an obligation, thle notions of la-, duty,
justice and affection -,erc liuîited to the cit),3 and huinan asso-
ciationîs w-ere neeessarily bouîd within a certain iufcue
about the shiriue of some god. Sncbý-tel vere the conditions of Gre-
clan aud Ronîauî laws lu the carlier part of tlîeir history. Grad-
ually, howevcr. socicty hcett-cred itself, changes were accomplishî-
ed in creeds, axîd couscquently in laws and groverumnent. Ai1-
ready during the five centuries prcceding Christianity. religion,
politics and lawv wvere becoming more aud miore distinct. The
efforts miade by tiie oppressed classes, and tlic -vorkz of philoso-
phers and thie great progress of the lîuuau mind, finally did zaw-ay
w'ithi the old l)rinciplcs of liuuîan association. The 'peoplc could
no longer believe in their old religion, aud this fact -a'nsw\vrs the
question mhy )aws aud 1)olitics became cventually dctachced froui
tCe creed.


