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TUIE ORIIAI1D OIiIOLE.
This species is soven inebes in longtb. Tbe

plumage of the male, on the upper parts, is
dusty black, that on the lower parts, brown-
isb.chestnut, whiie that of the fentale lias a
grayish hue above, andi light yeliow beneath.
IL is quite common in the central statos, but
is rather rare in Canada, being only a stum-
mer visitor to te southern counties of Ontario.
It frequents orcliards and willowv-groves, wvhere
iL foras its curiously woven nest atnong the
weeping brancies. This structure is coînposed
of dry grass, wooi, and other fibrous materials,
Lte eggs, four~ te six li number, are of a
bluish wvhite colour, dotteti with dark spots.
kt feeds upon sinill fruits, and xnany species
of insccts in their various stages of deveiop-
ment. ILs long, needle-shaped bill enabies4 it
te construot its woxidrous nest, on which ac-
counit iL is semetintes cailed the tailor bird.
Its plumage undergoes various changes of
colouring, and iL docs not acqulre iLs aduit
livery until the fourth year. Its rapidiy re-
peated notes are net se ioud as those of the
Baltimore Oriole.

TUE PIREOS.

The Pircos are a small but ver>' intercsting
genus of birds, in some respect neari>' allicti te
te Warblers. In size, colour, and general

habits Lhey are much alike, the chie? differ-
once bcing in tbe colour of the eyes, of se
of thie species, these organs being red in oee
species, and white in another. The>' are ail
remarkable for their modes of nest-building,.
The most common in tbe centrai parts of
Ontario is the reti-cyct species, wbiclî is aise
calleti the Weaver bird.

1 THE RED-EYED PIttEO.

The original bomne of titis species was the
wild backwood. There, in the eariy part of
summer, froin the earliest settiement of the
Canadian wilderness, iL lias been observeti b>'
the pioncer, te sportsman, andi the naturaiist,
te form iLs basket-shaped nest, andi rear ils
yeung; but, as ninci of the tvildwoods have
been destroyed by the onward pregress of the
backwoodsmen, and extensive orchards and
shady plantations have sprung Up around the
human residences, these birds are now often
seen li those places> and their pleasant warb-
ling notes nia> be heard as the>' glean their li-
sct prey amnong the deep Loluage, from te
cari>' part of June te the days of September,
and bore their nests are occasional>' found,
The lengtit of this species îs five iuches, the
plumage on the upper parts is of a greenisb
asit-colour, on te lower parts iL has a wbitist
hue, there is aise a dark bandi on each Bide oi
th-e headiabove the eye. The format-.on othi
nest cf titis species la remarkabie; thîs D
generaliy suspeuded frou te fork of a striai
horizontal braneh, anti above three juches ir
diamneter, the twigs are united by 8ome fibrou.-
materials, whicit forts the rim of the nest
-,vhich, %vhen finished, resembies a small bas
ket, and la composed of dry leaves, wool, fiber
of bark, mess, andi spiders' webs, tite insidi
being lined 'witt te 8taiks of maple seedE
The eggs, four or five li number, are WhitE
witli a few dark spots on te large endi.

TEUE WAftBLING FINCRFS.

The Amoricati Ooidfinch, known aise as
the yoiiow bird or wild Canar>', andti h~c
pretty blue Warblcr or Indigo bird, arc the'
most comnion andi remnarkable species o? titis
group.

THE AMEICAN 10I.)FIN(H.

Titis specios, coînmonly calieti tîte wild C'an-
ary, and aise te black-cap, is amntg tînt iîust
coxumon anti fainililar o? our wild birds. 'rTe
maie is batween four andi tive incites ia iengtit
and its plumage is a briglît golden yellow-
except the wings, Lail, and creovn o? te heati,i
tyhicli are black; the feinale iauks thet dark
cap, and liter generai plumage is greenish ycl-
iow. kt is an early spring visiter; indecti,
smail flocks of tern are often seen in tht Wini-
ter season, feedingr on the buds o? te fruit
trees, and amiong te cvergrccns; at titis perieti
the plumage of ail resembles that of te past
season, whiich is a miotLi> green., Gcneraily
the>' appear te resort Le te Southcrn States
until te moulting season is ever, wvien tiîey
again retura northwvartis, antd usually associate
li companies until tbe mentit of July, when
Lbey begin te labours of nidification, thon
te female forms a compact -%varmn nest in te

fork of a smail Lree or bush, or on an out-
spreading branci, generailly net higli frein te
ground, andi o? ton ln te fruit, or shade trocs
surreundiing buman habitations, and inl tiis
site deposits five or six cggas of a blucishi-whvite
colour. The mnaterials used in Lte formtation
of the nest, are wooi, fibers of bark, rotten
wood, hitar, anti thistie down; tîtese are se
firini>' put Logether by te bill anti foot o? te
bird, assisteti by its saliva, tat te nest
after serving the purpose for Nviil iL is fiornted,
often stands tu. tvèather o? several succes.4ive

scs .Titis species frequents orchards, car-

dons, slirubberies,wiilow swamps, anti tine mar-
gins o? te tvoods anti water courses where
there is low underwood, anti in ail sucit places,
iLs-nest maybe feund frou te early'part of Jul>'
until October. ILs fligbt is rapiti anti pecu-
liar fron te undulating, zigzagY manner in
tvbielt iL is performied ; andi at ecd risc or fal
of te body iL generally, especiailly in tîte nest-
ing season, repeats iLs peculiar notes, or warbles
parts of iLs song, wiîich lileasatit meiody is
aise often heard li the vicinity o? its nesting
places. And witen te female is nesting, anti
during te Lime of incubation, lier nest nia>
easiiy be discovered b>' bier peculiar call, in
answer te f te voice o? lier mate. WVien the
thistie tops are in bloomt, numbers of these
birds mai be seen picking, eut the down, and
devouriug te. seeds, upon wvii the>' largel>'
subsist during- the auturrin montits. Its foot
appears te be largal>' vogetabie, anti it carrnes
foodi te its young in a kinti o? poucit fonîneti

bauexpansion o? te guliet, anti this it
emits b>' a pumping procoas like that of te
pigeon. Both parents suppiy te young with
foodi, andi, as titoy give tein a large suppi>' at

ja feed, they beave titem, capeciaily li daxnp
weatiter, for heurs at a time, and thus in some
cases during heavy rains te whole brooti
perisit front exposure.

THE INDIGO BIRD.

8 The maie of 'bhis species i3 a tieat anti beau ti-
B f ul bird, bis colour being a deep indigo blue;

wbiie that o? the feinalo is dusty brown above
tand greyisli beneatli. In lengtit is about five

incites. IL frequents the margina of te -,oods

n particular localities where tbcro is a thick
grt>wth of underwvoo1, and. aino>ng tic foliago
of tli.s it Iuveq to glean its insect food, and
warlile its h'î notes, a., Nvcll as conceal
itsell'wlien it litcoine.s aware of the presence
of inat ; and in such places, in the forks of
sorne Iowv bush, gencrally wvcl1 hidden by the
thick leaves, Llie feinale forais lier ne.st. This
dructure is forined of dry lca ecs and withered
stalks, lined withi fine dry grass and liair, the
eggs aro four or five iii nuinber, and of a pure
%vite colour. It.- igratury uiovements ap-
pear to be reguiated by the opcning of the
ceaves, andI the first froust uf autunin.

TEI WARBLEI1S.

Untilt'r the terni Warblcrq are arranged a
b'cry numnerous and widely ditflused group of
littie birds, of which thirty species are summer
rt'sideît.s, or spring, and autumrn, visitors of
Ontario. Thcy are -1l1 reniarkable for their
iuall size, v'ariecTate(l plumage, active niove-
necnts, wvarbIing inedies, ani as bcing in
gcneral, residezîts of the wild wvoods, or deep
shady places. Thcy arc ail riigratory, fecd on
insects, and arc more or less giftcd wvith the
poweis of song. iheir ne-sts are generally placed
in deep concealinent, but, while seine place
thecir nests in mosby banks or the roots of f al-
len trecs, otlîeis prefer the leafy slirub, the
tangled vine, or the tops of highl trees, as te
situation for the cradie of tîxeir progeny, and
freini these diverse propensities it is difficuit
to obtain accurate kxîowledge of aU their
habits, especially as soine species that may be
found nesting one sea.son in one locality, may
neyer agrain be secn in that vicinity. In the
present sketches, 1 wvill (rive a brief notice of
only those wvhose nests have been coliected in
this neighbourbood.

TUIE B.cBRI WAIU3LEI.
This species is the înost beautiful of ail the

Warblers. The gencral plumage of the maie
is deep black, Nvith. a few white and orange
spots on the wings, and tail, the throat is a
brilliant orange, andi as it spreads its wings
and flirts amonc, the green foliage of the thick
undcrwood, it bas a înost attractive appear-
ance. The plumage of the femile, thougli
aise beautiful, is duli compareti to that of lier
consort. It does not muake its appearence li
the central parts of CinLario until the forest
trees have assuined. the emcrald garb of sum-
mer, and f.ien iL is seidomn seen, except in the
deep shade of the thick underivood, wvhere
oiuly a moînentary giance can be obtained of
its gaudy plumage, as it gleans arnong the
shrubs, and lower branches of some, thick

*od, at the -saine time repeati.iç a few low
notes. kt seems to avoid the approacli of
inaitkind, and retreats into the deep brush-
wood wvhenever iL becomes aware of Lte hu-
mati presence; even the notes of bis mate,
when bier nest is disturbed, wviil scarceiy bring
forth the male froin his concealment. It
feeds on various species of smaii insects, in
their varions stages of development. The
female forms an elegant, round, and firmn nest
in the fork of a sinail tree, or bush, generaiiy
a young inaple. This is composeti of fibrous
Iwoody maLter, strips of fine bark, firrrnly in-
terwoven together. The eggs are four linInurnber, of a bluisb white hue, dotted witli
brownish spots.

1 (To bc contiwued.)
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