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Our contrtbutorsb
LET US RAVE TRE BES T.

,Y KNOXONIAN.

Sir Oliver Mowat delivered a good
patriot'ec speech in Hamilton the other
day. Slr Oliver lias a pleasant literary
style. His sentences are clear, cr*sp,

terse, compact and weil-rounded. Hie lias
indviduallty, and IndIviduallty is, a! ter
ail, the charm of style. Nobody ever
wrote weil il tryirng to write lilce -ome-
body else. The most excruciat!ng kind
o! speaker Is he who triffs to speak like
some other man. There Is oniy one more

depiorable k*ind o! imitator, and that is
the one wlio* lm!tates when hie prays.

The best part o! Sir O[Lver's speech

,vas the paragraph ln wh'ch lie urges the
people of Canada to try and secure the
best o! every'thlng. " We want," said

the Premier, " the best laws and the best
administrationl o! the best laws, the best

univers!tIes, the best colieges, the best

schools, the best farmers, tlie best mnan-

utacturers, tlie beat mechanies, the best

bankers, the best mereliants, the best

Judges, the best iawyers, the best duoc-

tors, the best journailsts, the best engin-

eers, the best architects, and the best

men ln every department of *ndustry and

inteliectual activlty. To crown ail wve

want Canadians o! every class and con-

dItIon to be 'a law-abidlng, a temper-

ance-practi.ciflg, and ln ail respects a

well-conducte(l and honoural)le kind o!

peopl.' "
It will be noticed that tlie Premier dld

not say, we want tlie best preacliers.

Wiiy dld SIr Oliver omit the preachers ?

Certaluly not because lie 1Ignored them.

Tlie Premier is a cliurci-goiiig Presby-

terlan and lis weil known to take great

lnterest in preachersý and preaching. In

!act lie occasionally occup!es the putlpit

hlmseif. Some o! the Americali journals

sald a year ago that tlie Ontariool'rem-

ier could hold tlie attention flo a congre-

gatioti longer on a hot Sabbatli than any

regular preacher ln the Province. WVhy

then dld Sir Oliver not say we want the

best preacliers. The reason for the omis-

sion lis clear. The Premier thinlis we

have tliem aiready.
If the Premier hlods that opinion ab-

out tlie Canadiadl puiplit lie is weli hacli-

ed up by no smaii number o! danadiatis
1who travel. Some o! the most d'sap-

polnted ehureh-goers we aver met were

Canadians wlio went to Seotland expect-

ing to hear preacliers over ail the king-

dom Ilke Chalmers, Candiiisl, Guthrie,

and othler pulpît princes o! the Disrup-

.tion era, or Calrns of the U. P. Cliurch-

The mani who goes to Ireiand thinking

that every preaclier lu Ulster ls a Doctor

Cooke, generaiiy comes home thinkiang

there Is a mitake somewherc., Some

good people are coming home from Chii-

cago at the present time more than sat-

lof_,ed wltli their own mînisters and

churelies. Tliey went thie round o! tlie

Halls on Sabbath, heard the sensational

mucl-advertlsed men, and came away
.as muc i lllsgusted as edl! led.

Of course there always wiil be people

wlio think that a preaclier wliu come3s

erluag lii enviroumneut tlie Ca.na<llau

proacher doeo at least faliril weii. if
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Sir Olli'ver did not say we want the best
preaciiers, because lie thiuks we have
them already, lie was not far wrung. lie
very seldom is.

Another thing is also clear. When
the cliurcli-going people o! Canada make
It evident that they attacli more impor-
tance to the really good qualitI'es of a
preacher than to his power to draw a
erowd and ralse money, the preachlung
power of the country wiil go up !I!ty per
cent. A preacher ueeds mucli grace to
keep hlm from acting lîke a clown, il
he kuows that clownlsli trieka ill f11
his pews mucli more quickly than sensi-
ble preaching. The temptation to get
Up a show o! some kiud .,a rather strong
If a preacher knows that h4s ueighhour
lias a Suuday show on the next street,
and that lus own f r!ends may blamne hlmn
If some o! lus people patronize the neigli-
bour's sliow.

It wouid greatly lhelp Canada to get
the best o! everythling and Canadiaus to
become the best kid o! people il we re-
alized once for ail that communities, cor-
porations, and bodies o! every kind have
a reputation and character as certa!nly
as idlvlduals have.

Sîncethe last census was taken two
years ago, orators have worked tliem-
selves hoarse, and writers have used gaI.
ions o! ink, on the fact that we have on-
Iy f ive milllons o! people ln Canada. How
many have said or wrltten mucli on the
kind o! peuple we are? The k!nd is o!
much more Importance than the number.

Cities and towvus wrangle about their
population cvery (lily. A decrease o!
one or two huudred la considered a cal-
amity, and an iuerease o! a few hundreds
a great thing. Cirvie dharacter lsaa
mucli more vital consideratlon than a
siight change in numbers eitlier way.

Even sehols and colieges are o! ten
Judged by the numbers that attend them
rather than by the character o! the work
donc in tliem. Cities, towus, villages,
townships, dhurcies, cougregat*ons, con-
fereuces, synods, Preshyteries, sessions
have a reputation and a cliaracter. In-
surauce companies and companies o! al
klinds have a reputatUon. We cannot have
the best lu every Une until every man re-
alizes that lie has tu guard not only his
owu persoual reputation but the reputa-
tion o! lis country, lis town, lis churcli,
hio congregatiron and every body o! peo-
pile eIocounected wlth.

llow ia it that so many fairly goud
meni do t.hings as miembers of a oorpora-
tion, or company, or soc:'tety, or party,
that they îvouid never dream o! dolng
lu tlieïr ludividuai capaclty? Simply,
because they do not realize that bodies
o! peuple have a character to sustalu as
certaluly as ludivduai men.

By ail means let every Canadian try
to lave the best lu every lIne. To secure
the best we must stop thuiking that the
biggest is the best, aud we must remem-
ber that bodies o! people have cliarac-
ters that May lie good or bad or ouly
middiing.

Feilow-citiýzeu, wliat Is the reputation
o! thec City, town or townsh1p lu whicli
yuu live ? How mucli have you ever
doue to make Its reputatlon good?

Son o! Calvin, wliat kind o! a congre-
gation Is that you beiung tu ? Wlat.
have yuu ever. donc to make lit better'?

prey o! the cunlng preeitéi and their

Ignorant superstitions, and hence, too, the
thle sale o! books, tracts, etc., Io very
restricted.

. .lunthe general .awakeniug, Central
Iu(Iia lias been noi-ed somewhat, too, and
hieue there is a rapidly iucreasing num-
ber who desire to be able to read and
write. Were we able to occupy it, ai-
most the wlîole field o! virgin soli!Io
open to our efforts, and had we but the
umen we miglit have 1,000 o! sehools
among these peuple.

IL. Our desires. lst. To educate as mauy
Mohammedan and Parsee boys as
we can reach, In a Clristian atmospliere
and by direct Christian Instruction.
We get the boys wheu their mluds are
open to Impresslons, and day after
day, before their prejudlices have
bound them, and su eau give continu-
ous and progressive teachiug; .and, inas-
much as;w-e are lielplng them lu a way
they eau appreciate, we eaui instil I-
vine tratlis by uteaus not possible lu the
ordiuary preachiug services we may
hoid. They reizard our words as those
o! a friend.

Further, we cannot eurely, lu the
awakenlng lu India,.lu the crieîs througl
whlch. it Is passing, ailow the youug
men, the future rulers, to be educated lu
the lu! idel atmuspliere o! too many o!
the Goverumeut colleges, or lu the
heat heu atmosplîere o! some o! thuse lu
the native states, If we cati counteract
that evii influence. There neyer ivas
so great a neei] for heaitliy Christian
lu!fluence lu conuection wth education as
there lIoliere to-day, and this only the
mission sehuols and colieges cati give.
They are not afraid o! us% nor our relig-
Ion, aud to me the Blble-class hour is
one o! thec most interer3ting o! the day. 1
teacli tlie Bible to the coilege aud ma-
triculation class, and have thus day a!-
ter day about 40 young men before me,
deeply luterested lu our religion, cager-
ly questloniug cacha ,step o!ounr way,
but yet appareutly folluwlng me step by
step as I seek tu licad thcmn up to Christ,
not a f ew o! tliem, cunvinced o! thc
trutli o! Clrlstlanity, t3oine even con-
fesslng Christ publieiy. If the Gospel lo
thc "power oif God untu salvation," as
I firmly believe, then I kuow o! nu
way lu whieli to gather together for
daiiy preseutation o!fthe Gospel a con-
gregation at ail equallng thîs une
wlhetlier we lave regard tu the preseut
or the future o! these youug men.

Thc faet that hecathen colleges are
bclng establisiaed, ouiy empliasizes al
the mure theenecd for ours, I. e., If we
keep before us the higlier work that we
eau and shouid do, jand that wlll nut
be thouglit o!f.by ýtlese uthers. The
causes tliat led tu lu! Idel France, are
living realîties lu Judia, and even the
Goverumeni lias aît, liaî3t been awakeued
tu a seuse o! lier danger ; but lier bands
are tlcd.

2ud. Bue, our spcia'ialam le to
train and educate our native Cliris-
tiaus f or the wurk o!ounr Lord lu
Centrailudia.

Every mission lias mnore * wrk than
workcrs, and su we uniy get those
whom mis!ortune ias ,lu some way thrown
ont o! wurk lu their uwn field, and tou
o!ten tlîesc are far frou-i satisfactory. We

seem to be .needed for those under train-
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ing. We do not mca4*to say wC are
doing ail we wish. I)Ite tIi amr iia.fdg

are streugtlwned, w-e are tryiug ta cuVer
ail that sgecms possible.

We lave now sixty Christians lu llic
sdhool, o! «vhum fourteen form a-sPc-?
laI clams that .we are preparing for the
position o! teaclier .misslonries lu thO
meautime. The greater part o! tîjese
are !rom Indore, bhut graduaîiy ive l'pe
to get the .young men f rouiotlier iieidS
too, when our aumbers ivill grcatlY !D«
crease. Thlise are ail tauglit the ]Bible
outeîde a! ech ooi hours, bpsides the dallY
Bille instruetion given to ail the studl
ents Ini tîcr regular classes, and tale
part in theCrita work. as lu Suni-
day schoals, evangelistie Work, &c.,&C
as tliey are able.

(The special importance o! these f acto
le very anpa.rent, lu view o! the fallCiw-
iug sentences Jast recclved from alnther
misslouary : "Durlng the paet twel«Ve
mouths upwards o! .50 o! thé Mange have
heen baptlzed. Tliese are the f list
fruits o! wlat je believed ýwIll bch a layge
IngatherIug luto the .Chrstian ChîirCll
To teacli and blild np flua fîock lu the
%ýhrstIan faith. will require a baud <

carnest, faîtîful native workers" A. .

III. Our need. Our great difficulty
las been the *want o! help and want Of
accommodation.

For thc accommodation we rcqUire-
1. A dhurci building large enouglie"

recelve thc crowdls that come to .111DOst
every service. We lave two roouis ttir'
cd into une lu the ncw coleze buld'
lng, I. e., 50x20. but to-night at prayer'
meeting, outslde on fhe veraudali, as lveli
as ln the rouai, thc whiole was erovd,

cd fulîl. Our uew callege hall# ,x 4 0 , f
completed. w-ould hplp liq over thîs dif
!iculty.1

(Iu a private jetter, recentlIv re-,
celved from Mr. Wllkle, occur the fol'
lowlng tuhing sentences: "As Ouar Wee
roýom (50x20) ls crowdcd fulîl and ovOr'
flowlug at our dîffereut services. th8"
le an Intense lonsclng for the largOr
hall-but It will ail core ne lu r
Master's own trne. and lie knows h
we necd and when."1 A. R.)

2. Ruum for our classes.'
3. We should Ilke to have a aabOuIc"O

for buth Clristian ïand uthier students. $o

that the Clristian influience maY tb
more thuroughly bc carrled ont. SuCb
builing could he ereef cd for about C2,
000, o! goud niateniais, but o!fluei
do nut care to say anytlaîng il~l the
cullege building ls completed.

At present the *w alls of tIe COlliee
building are buiit, but rooflng, plaSter,

lng, seating, &c., &c., are iudone,' and tO.
finish ht, i. e.. tu give lis dlasm room5s
our hall or dhurci, we will require
000 addltionai. The entiré cost o! i1e
building was estimated at _1ý25.0OO. o!
this, $10,000 Was raised lu Çauada. 1

It was expected that $10,000 would b8ý
given by the Government here. luin l
I lave been dlsappoiuted, as theic Jt1

faîl lu the value o! silver lias tlirOW0
thc Guverunent lu tu serions fInaDd1l[ý'
difficûlties. Ilf1Ilad obtained thlS,
couid easlly have managed for thecr
and I earuestly .hope tInt some 900>
fricnds may come to our assistance,

auy money tlat may.le shnt> lu for ti
purpuse. Mr. John MeIutosh ' o!fui
village, lias kindiy undrtaken f0ru 1

''

age for me flic aceountsa, the b&tkl
and transmission, but theic noney mnaY
sent ho me. A birief, weekly aCeOUtt i
spa-ce eaun be allowed, wIhl appear


