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Tii!:uonger oe thinks of lthe «action af the Amien-
can Bloard of Missions ini rcfustng te senti the New
Theology an as missioniries ta the licathen, the
more apparent tocs the wîistinm n! the action appcar
Of what use would i be ta senti mii Io preach about
a "perliaps" ta tue eathcn? 'iati. kitîto!pread.iîiilg
meets with vcry inifféent success anong 'titcatct
heaîhen, and wvoutd tutaci with less ailing savagms
Ta do any goot a forcigna missionary must bce a posi-
tive man. No smnail anuunt of Geocrge Leslie 'Maç
"'ay's marellous su--css .îràscs front l>ositncss.

tive pareaciiers are doing the nîoàt gooti ait the world
over. People hava ne cantience tai a mani whac thinks
evcry llîing an oen question. Anti, anyway, baw mucli
goond would the Nle% Thcolog) lie a lieatiien e% et if
11e dit accept it? An AnieiaîLan nratr sa)s lie liais
no confidence in dte effort tbat as beang matie tu c.avi-
lize the Indian. i tocs, lic says, ne good ta ctliLa.
lion, anti knocks iwvenly pier cent. off the value of the
Intian. '.adora taaching the bcatiien the \"ew Theo-
logy, il mtghi be aLle tu ask lîuw iim,h goo il a touit
do 111cm. ________

Ir the abject as ta lhave Tli.ink-giving Li> at the
duliesi anti niost unfavourabia lima mn the year a bel-
ttr day than ltae iSli of Noveinber coulai not La il)-
pointeti. At that tu ime aiys arc gcncraily tul,
th1e waatlier raw. anti the roats bat. li the country
Ihere is neithar siaîghîuàig mon whîeecing. Wiiy shouit
flot Thr.nksgivîng Day li%. in <ictober, say, betwern
the middtle anti the endi of the sautnll Tue liiarve.t
is iben aver, th1e -ooi creps arc un andi the fait iîlcai
sown. The w-eathcr is usual ly dclight Cul anti Ihe roats
ia most places fairly good- at lenst nîu<i beiter than
a monîh Inter. A large portion oif otîr population
begin bardiwerk about the i sr of Septeinber. A hai
day about th1e middtle of 0,.tuber toult tia,«itatbe
time niceiy betwccn Saptember anti Chrîstzinas. Tuie
igth af Novembar as enly fave veek-s (romn Ubrustinas.
Presumably there is somne reasnn for iiaving Tlîatks.
giving Day at the rime appuintet. but vtc nevcr hc.-ird
it nor bave ever sen any body thiat kat an> re.ison.
Probably t11e appaunatment as nmade by sorte efficial
wbo takes dowvn bis aimanac anti marks off thiat day
simply because saime day lias ta Le appoînteti. No
doubt it wauli 11e impossible te appoint a day thai
woulti suit everybaty, Lut tva believe ninteînths cf
th1e people of Canada Ontario at ail evenis would
prefer a day thrce wceks or a month carlien. The
peaple un ibis country k-ccp Tiîanksgiving Day as tuel
as th1e people in to'vns anti caties, andi tring to
church in 0- e micdt of N avembar dees net star u-
feelings of;Z-atitutia.

FOR some timne pasi the Ipterior bas been carrying
en a raîbar sharp canîrnvcrsy waîh one or two jour-
nais, sevai-al D D 's, and a host of rorrespandents, in
regard ta thc functions of t11e ruling andti each:a.g
eIder. The discussion bagan about the eiigibilicy of
ruling altiers ta the chair in Cliurch courts ; Lut, cf
course, coulti net bce contincdti u ibat point. The
arguments proccedeti rnainly on scriptural lines, anti
we arce bounti ta say tbat the Inkylior lias halditus
ownm. Ta th1e objection, that if the office cf teaching

and ruling eider are scripturally one th1e ruling eier
înay adîninistcr ordinances, the Inierkor replies:

We do flot wisli to ladminister the otdinances, sand would
very prumpuly resent the attenîpt of any irowarul eider ta
usutip funetions ta wblch the 1'reslyytery and the Meple hall
flot callcd hlm. Blut this it Iecituse or expedlency In the
presti ortie, anti condition of things. Il wotalt 11e scri>.
tutally iawful for us ta exercise any ministettai f'inctioni,
and! %e wouht nlot esitate Io dou iln circunistanccs whcrc
thie gluty of <.Id and the consolation and edification of lits

)r csereeta <o .- uire Il. Tuin vroiid, In iny case, only
Ie ur duty in the absence or a inirnster. XItwot'ýtl heiaw.
lui, but excepting in an extrenie anc' exceptietial case,
higiîiy inexlpe(tint ; an expeticnte whiclî conctivably
iiiigbt 11e a positive sin.
l'a snie titis vie- ofi nilices furictiofs miy secm

newv andi sotncwlant startling Il is flot by any limeans
ne n the Canaclian Cii rciî. hI is belli, wve belicve,

)aile cstecincd nîtnasîcr, on îvltomn one of th1e colikges
lias rcccntiy conferrcd the iglicst lilotirs, andi bas
liet btelli by 1-nti formnanay ycars. The practicai ques.
laltin s flot, Sumotlti an eider (dispenise erdinanaces in
ordiir- cases? Nc:thcr te peopleelior the ilrsbytcry
hle c t.lid Iiuîi to iliat work The practicai question
ls, WVuuid i bc 1.%%ftil foi an cillcr t0 dispense ordi,
ninccs in a iocaliy ivherc tuie services of a mîinister
couilai îet bc abîained, andi wvere the giory of Goti andi
thc editication of Ilis prcplc wotild bc proinotcd by
sucli dispensation ?

IT IS alînost impossible 10 blceve that the trial of
1-anti, the alcgcd dynanîitard of Sarnia, did not cnd
ai a comîpiete fatlure of justice. Itîdeccl, if the press
reports arc correct, failure sems act0 weak a word ta
descrîbe %vital tant, place. Tle charge of thie pre-
sîiding judgc 'vas one of the most rcnîarkable we ever
reati. Il was remirkabhe for wbat il contaned nti
for wlîat i diti net contain. Therc was flot a svllable
froin irst t0 last about th1e enormity of the crime
,Iirgeti aga ist the prisoner. For any tlîing îlîcjury
were toid to the contrary, blowving up the bouse of a
Scott Act matn, with raine of a faînily asleep in il,
inay bce a harmlcss pastime. The witness Hall %%a.s
se% crely enougli liandied, but tbere wvas flot a vvord in
, onticinnattion of blowngil uphbouses. The nexl remark-
able thing was the comment on tbe cvidence cf the
dcîcctîi'e. Now it may be quite truc tliant th1e cvi-
dence cf the detectives shoulti be received with
caution, but that is an cntircly difféent tlîing froni
sa) ing in eféct thai a detective sixaulti be regardeti
as an accessory after the Mect ta th1e crime 11e is try-
mng ta ferret out i if crimitials who use dynamite are
flot cauglit by detectives, iiow in the fainte cf ccîimon
sense are îlîey evcr te be punisheti? W~hcn a ruffian
goes to use dynamite on a neighbour's house,'does ha
take saine person %villaIî m ta sec ltim use i? There
is ne crime in tbe caiendar lcss likciy ta bc found
out %wthaut a dctectiv'c- Evidence wvhich uwouid have
shown thiat an attempt %vas mnade on another bouse
the saie niglit was ruled out. Tlia cvidence af hall,
the boatman, %vite Eaid he rowcti tbe ruffians over the
river %vas conicnted on ta tce jury in sucb a way as1
ta miake it almiost impossible for theni to believe btin.
Hall's wîfe paidti lis very maan Sico a ]c ave the
country anti flot gare evidence 1 Wbat diti hc gel
itis $mo for if hc kncwv noting about the case,
and lîad nothing te do with il ? No mani ai average
perception can rend the adtiress wilhout feeling that
il 15 strongiy ini favaur cf the prîsanter. Possibly lus
lordshîp wlas quite riglît in umitting what 11e cmiitecd,
and sayîng what 11e saiti, but it is very unfortunate,
indeeti, that bis view cf the case %vas se différent from
th1e vicws cf many ofthe people cf this country.

COMMENTN<G on the revival serv'ice- cenducteti
trnder the auspices af the Yethodist cangregatian by
Messrs. joncs anti Smal?, th1e Chriiian Guardian
sa1s .

A noticcable fcature of this revive] is the absence of ihose
who g:ithered atcunt! Moody. Varley, laslarn, and! other
evangeuî.sts ite werecalvinîstia in ieir îbeology. blosI cf
thosa ta whom wc refer were sîrongly for Christian unio~n nt
* ormcr evangciisic service", wbcrc thc ihcologicil teaching
îhry prefcrcdi tin tmugbi by lte evangelisîs; but probably
thc Arniinianism of Sam joncs s nlot acceptable ta tbem,
andti hey aie net for union on that lint. Tis is ail right.
IlLct cvery mani bc fulIy persuade.d in hisown minc.". But
no one aht>uld dlaim credit for iuctality for union in Chuis
tian teaching and work which ks whoity on the line of fais
own crecti andi preferences.
'rrue. A man wbo nmust bave union in Christian
teaclîing andi work wbaulv on th1e line ai bis own creed
anti preferencet, or ;,ut bave it ai ail, tieserves no
credit for liberality. Absorption is wbat 11e is after, flot
union. Ail this isîrue, but we think aur xcighbour is

quite mistnken in supposing tait any considerablc
nunîber cf Calvinlsts ticcline ta cn-aperate wti Mr.
Jones an riccounit cf lis Arnîininism. With th1e ex.
capion oflone or two sermons, il w-culai bc impossible
te know train :r. joncs' sermons dit lie is an
Armtnh.n. WVe (la nlot knovr te ivlion the Gmardian
refers wlîen l snys : IlThose tiha gathcr.nI arounti
Mootiy, Variey. Ilaslamr andi ethcr evangelisîs who
wcerv Calkînisiic in their titology 'lare censpicueius by
tîteir absence. Ccrtainly, the P'resbytcrian ininisters
of Toronto did net gatlîcr arcund any cf these nmen
raxcepi Mlooty. bone oi themi may have gone ta hecar
tiiese cvangelists occasionaliy, just as saie ai theni
lîtvc genleohcar tlîc GL.orgia mn cccaisienaily. WVe
have a n right to speak fur the i'rcsbyterian minisîcrs
of thîe rity, anal do net profess ta do se, but we tlîink
tva can assure th1e Gavardian liat nost of tleni would
nîîch rathcr co.opecrata witb Methiieit ministcrs,
tdîiosc methods tlîcy approveti, thont with nny of the
evangelasts natîteti, or al tozen eiliers thai miglît bc
na.îtati. 0f course, aimost any body tt-cuit be glati le
ca-aperate with Moody, btît it. is uîartly fair ta classify
bain %vitl urtnary avatngel&Fîs. WVe may ba inistakcrn,
but wvc don't believe INr. Joncs' Arniinianisn, kepî
six llçesbyterian Calvinists out cf bis meetings.

10LN KER, D.&»

ANOTtIIR of Scotiand's eminent Presbylcrian minis-
tees lias ended iis lifc's work. A short lime aga
refercnce was made tu th1e dcath of Dr. Williai B3.
Robertson of Irvina. Ha is naw foliowed by lus
inlimate anti mucli loveà frient, P>rofesser Jolîn Ker,
D.D. Lovely in thrir lives, in tieath tiîey bave net
been long divideti.

John Ker tvas born in Edînburgh, wherc 11e recciveti
lais prcliminary edlucation, afîcrwarti graduating ai
thc U~niversity cf bais native city. Thence lit en tca1
the U'niversity cofi3erlin, where c 1e at the privilege
ai atteîîding Ncanter's lectures. Ile studicd tbeolegy
in tha Divinuîy Hall ai the Secession Churcli. His
firsi charge tvas ai Alnivick Northumberland, whence
lic tias cailedt thie United Presbyterian cangrega.
tien cf East Camnpbell Street, Glasgowv. At that time
that cangregation liadtiwo retireti pastors, Dr. Kid-
stan ant i r. Ilrasli. Under Dr. Ker's îninistry the
cangregatien grew rapitiy in numbcrs anti in Chris-
tian aciivity anti uscfu'ýness. Sean îiîcy moveti ta a
netv building erecteti fer thenm in Sydney Place, anti
th1e cause continucti ta prasper. The minister of
Sydney P'lace Churcb %vas wiiling ta aid in evcry goond
work, anti raquesis for bis services were far more
nunierous thaià he couiti comply with. His hcart-
feut sympathies ttera with ail engaget in th1e tvork cf
the Gospel. Great as was lais affectiont for bis awn
tienenîination, 11e warmiy ioed ail wiio lovedthe
Lord Jasus Christ. He %vas ever ready wbcn opper.
tunity ofretid te contiuct spcciai services, anti taka
pari in public meveniants, in connection wiiluallier
Cbtirches. Mlith the evangelization af th1e miasses
Dr. Ker hllt prefounti sympatiîy. Ira crcwds, wbcra
non-churchgoers assembicti, lie was ofien beard
prenching the Gospel in ils fulness anti simplicity,
wiib a ferveur anti earnestness that meveth 1e hearts
of th1e listeners.

Tha sirain an bis physical strength, great as it tvns,
at hengîhb ecamne o great for endurance. He teh
compelicti ta withdrawv froîn the pastorale cf Sydney
Place Church ; but so aitaciet were bis people that
they tvculti net bear cf bais resignatien. Ha was re-
tainati as senior pasior. Ha reside i or a time on
the Continent of Europe, anti aise matie a journey ta
Anierica. Many Presbytrrians in Canada andtih1e
Unitedi States cherisb pleasant nîcmouies of the visit
o! D)r. John Ker. licre in Toronto 11e preacheti with
great acceptance ta crewdati cafigregations, anti
wherever 11e went his sermons wcrc bigliy appreci-
ateti. As a conversatianalisi 11e was brilliant, not in
the sanse thai hae laid himslf eut ta say smart tbings,
but in a racla, rcfrashing flow of sunny humour, fll ef
hutran kindness, ba wouhd speak thant which could
nlot fait ta profit bis speil-bounti listeners.

Aller a lime bis beaiîh improvedta î a degre that
criabletibatn ta take part in public wark again. One
season 11e accupieti tha puhpil cf the Presbyterian
Churcli in Rame, anti finaliy agreeti ta became "Ira-
fesser of Practical Training in t11e Unitedi 11rsby-
tcrian Th 'eological Hall.

Mis profcunti scholarsbiip hall a %vide range. Giftct
with a rcmarkabic menuery, ha coulti very profitably
realize the resuits cf bis extensive anti varicd reatiing.
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