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Fot T'HR CANADA PRESBYTARIAN,
ANOTIIER WONDERFUL HYMN AND 1TS
GENESTS.
DY REV. DUNCAN MORRISON, M.A, OWEN SOUND.
MY FAITIE LOOKS UP TO THEE."

Dr. Ray Ualiner, besides being & nated preacher for
forty years, and a graceful writer for about half that
tiine, is :\Ipocl of no mean order.  His is the giftin o
remarkable degree of infusing a spirit of tendermess
into his lines and clothing even his commonplices
with a solemn beauty which is itself poetic. We quote
the following as characteristic :

My ange mother ! Long, lonf; years have gone
Stuce thou, yet young and fals, passed from my sight.

E'er since, [ sce thy gentle face er-ch day

Aud in the silent f‘ t, and still there play,

In those soft eyes, the self-same smiles that made
Thy peesence & deep Joy iu days of yore,

But, though Dr. Falmer has written much both as a
divine and a poct, we believe that this one hymn,
struck out in soine glorious hour of spiritual exaltation,
will do iore to ‘)reurvc his name fiom sinking into
oblivion than all his other writings put together—that
when those will be laid upon the shelf as having
served their day, this, like a crystal stream revealing
jtseif by a green belt of vegetation amid the desert
sands, will live and minister to the devotions of thou.
sands yet unborn, The same may be said of Charles
Wesley's Jesws, lower of my soml, or Pertonet’s Al
Aatl the pawer of Jesus mame, or Heber's LFrom Green-
land's scy mowuntuins, or C harfotte Elliot's Sust as I am.
Ji is plain that Toplady reparded his peerless hymn,
Rock of Ages, as a were trifle in comparison with his
six great controversial volumes on Calvinism tersus
Arminianism ; but where are all those volumes now,
great as the end was which they accomplished in their
day? They have shrunk into small space and, to a
great extent, are forgotten, whercas this hymn isheard
in alinost every church, on the lonely sea, in many a
cottage home, from the lips of childhood and from the
faltering accents of old age. ‘The same may be said,
shough not to the same extent, of the hymn under con-
sideration.  Dr. Ray Palimer will hereafter be known,
not by his books, not by “ What is Truth?” “Re.
member Me, or the Holy Communion” “Closet
Hours,” “Doctrinal Text book” etc.; but as the
author of

My faith looks up to Thee.

What a mighty power such a hymn as this is in the
hands L. that good Spirit that leads into all truth, and
whose promise it is to take of the things of Christ and
show them to the soull Who will undertake to write
the history of this or any one of the great hymus of
the Church? \Who can speak of the hearts that have
heen warmed b{ the service of song in the house of
the Lord—the hopes that have been stirred full of
immortality—the purposes that have been fortified—
the comfoit_that has bren imparted—the quickening,
freshening influences that have come down upon the
congregation whea this or that great hymn has been
the vehicle of their devotions? The writer can never
forget the efiect produced in one of Moody's meetings
in Glasgow some ye:*s ago when the hymn, #4at
means This cager anxious thromg? was sung by that
great master of song, Ira 1. Sankey. Strong men,
men of culture and refincment and high intelligence
that had left their offices at mid-day—that had torn
themselves away from their worldly engagements that
they might be present at the noon meeting—that
could listen to Moody or any other preacher unaf-
fected, were solemnized, impressed, moved, even to
tears, by the pathos of the great charmer, especially by
the lines:

Too lite, too late, will be the cry,
Jesus of Nazarcth Aazk passed by,

The hymn will ofien do what the scrmon cannot
do,and [ have no doubt that Moody and Sankey could
bear ample tc-timony to this fact. [ mean the quick-
ening power of song in the hands of Him who hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise, and the weak things of the world to confound
those which are mighty, and base things, and things
despised ., . . that no flesh should glory in His
presence, \W¢ have only room for one instance : On
2 quiet Sabbath tve the litile couatry church in Mr.
Moody's own town was crowded and a large number
was outside ; so Mr. Sankey placed his organ outside
also that all might hear. Across the river 2 mile
away, sat in the doorway of his own house a2 man
full of rage with wife and daughter who had gone
to the village to hear that fanatic Moody. By-and-
bye there were wafted across the meadow and up the
hill-side, borne on the evening Ureeze, the touchin
strains of Therewer? ninely and nine.  Those strain;
pencirated the steefed heart, broke down every bar-
sier, and there alone in the deepening darkness camz
light and peace—in short a revelation! Now there
were songs in the night instead of storms of passion |

Every hymn bas a history—a wonderful history

which eternity alone will unfold ; and so with the

hymn
yinm My faith looks up to Thee,

hut on that we cannot enter, further than to raise the
yuestion as to its gewesfs,  How came it into being?
Was it the child of some calin meditative hour, or
the co.{itation of some philosuphic mood, laboriously
worked out, or the flash of a divine inspiration ? Hear
how Dr, Paliner himself answers the question. When
asked for the origin of this, his first and bLest hymn,
e teplied: “ It was written because it was bom in
my heart and demanded expression. 1 gave form to
what | felt, by writing with little effort the stanzas,
1 wrote them ‘with very tender emotion, and encded
the last lincs with tears.” At the time he wrate this
hymn he was a young man, living in New York, with
his future still undefined, though stdying for the minis-
try. It appears fioma skelch of his lifc that he sperit
n year in that city, and while there :u)oycd the mitnis.
trations of Mr. Netticton, of the Brick Church, and
enjoyed them greatly, His biographer does not say
that it was under this preacher he was moved 1o write
the hymn, but we are led to this inference fiom the
connection; and we can easify understand how, under
the affatus~the impiession” made on_ his sensitive
mind by the preacher—the hymn would be born and,
as he says, demand expression.

God gave a great gift to the Church an the day
{12th November, 1808, Rhode Island, Comptan) Ray
Paliner was born, for if he had donc uothing but
write this hymn, he has ministered to thousands that
will rise up and call him blessed.  He is still with vs ;
but though the snows of seventy-seven winters are on
s head, his eye is not dim, because full of the hope
of immortality, and ere long it shall sec the A'ing in
His beanty, and the land that s afur of, and rejoive,

MY FAITit LOOKRS Ul' TO TREEZ.

My faith lovks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine;
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine !

May Thy rich grace impan

Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire;

As Thou has! died for me,

O may my love to Thee

Pure, watm and changelcss e,
A living Gire,

While life's dark maze 1 tread,
And griefs atound me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness tutn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Not let me eversiray
From Thec aside,

When ends life’s transient dream,
When death's cold sullen stream
Shall o’es me rolf,
Blest Saviour, then in love,
Fear and distrust rzmove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul.

We give a Latin translation—same measure as the
English—of this modern hymn to give it the flavour
of antiquity, the odour of medixval times :

Fides vertit Tibi,
O Agne Calvarx,
O Lux Mundi;
Audito dum orem
Auferto me labem,
Misericors, omneny,
Hinc sim Tibi.

O sint opes tux
Labente me {usxe,
Agentes me | L4
Tu quia mortuus,
O mihi semper lux
Diva, ardens, vivax,
Delectans Te !

Dunm ambulans crucas,
Vias, obnoxius,
Dirigito.
Fer Juce teacbras,
Absterge lacrymas,
Et semper venias
Auxilio, .

Quum finis omnium—
Quum vite somaium
Evanuit 3
Awmore in tuo,
Omr.es metus fetto,
Iinc meos ituro
In gloriam.

A COUNTRY'S best defence is its good men.

CULTIVATE forbearance till you heart yields a fine
crop of it.  Pray for a short memory as to all unkind-
nesscs,

THE CLAIMS OF THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY.

DBV PRINCIPAL KING, MANITOBA COLLEGE.

In estimating the claims of the Christan ministry,
the first consideration which 1t 1s imporlant 10 take
into account Is that it is an institution of fesus Christ
No une doubts that the New Testament Church, as
an organized body, is Hisinstuution. It may, there.
fore, well occasion surprise that the doubt should have
arisen, whether the ministry likewise is His appoint-
ment—that the opinton should be entertained that
the setting apart of a class «f men for the special work
of teaching and enforcing 1is truth and of eaercising
rule in His Church is without any Scriptural warrant.
1t is difficult to believe that the Churchiof Christinall
its branches has from the beginning onwand sa far
misapprehended His will.  For, it will be observed,
we are not left to argue the propricty of the institution
from considerations of a geueral kind, drawn from the
obvious necessities of the casc, tlmugf\ in the absence
of direct authority, these would have alinost as cer-
tainly led to the establishinent of the Christian minis.
try, as its undeniable benefits :dnmdnnllz Justify its
maintenances  Given on the one hand, the truth of
Christ as a sacred deposit with His Church, and on
the other, multitudes of human beings, at once igno-
rant of it and needing it, an order of nien must have
inevitably been c:\llcﬁ into existence, charged with
the duty of communicating and enforcing it.  But the
matter 35 not one of human expediency simply, or in-
deed, at all—it is one resting on direct appointment,
The ministry by which the Church of Christ is served
1s the institution of its Divine Head,  “ He gavesome
to be apostles ; and sonic, proplicts; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the pere
fecting of the saints, tnto the work of ministering, unto
the building up of the body of Christ.” Some of these
offices, that of the apostle in particular, were from
their very nature temporary, perhaps even incapable
of perpetuation, when the circumstances had passed
away, to which their peculiar character was duc;; others
of themn are as obviously permanent. The need of
the pastor and teacher, if not also of the evangelist,
is just asgreat in our day, as it was when the Apostle
of the Gentiles penned the letter to the Ephesian
Church from which these words are taken. And it is
only in accordance with what we might have antici.
pated, that He who makes the Church’s interests His
peculiar care should botl have established the office
at the first and should have raised up from time to
time faithful and pious men to fill it.  ** Most of our
Lord’s public life,” it has been well said, “was spen:
in doing the work Himsclf or in preparing His dis-
ciples for it. Much of the New Testament 1s engaged
in describing it or its results. In tiiree epistles it is
the sole theme, and is never far away in any.” With
the instructions to Titus to “ordain elders in every
city,” that among other duties they might be able “by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the

ainsayers,” with the similar and even more explicit
instruction to Timothy : “ The things which thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also,”
with Paul's words to the elders of the Ephesian Church,
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overscers, 1o feed the Church of God, which He hath
purchased with His own blood,” it implies a la
faculty of shutting the eyes to unwelcome truth for
men who are familiar with their Bibles to declare that
the Christian ministry is an institution destitute of
divine authority—to maintain that the Scripturesdo not
contemplateas a permanent arrangement the choice by
the Christian people, and the ordination of a body of
raen to teach and to rule within the Church of Christ.

It ought to be stated, however, that it could scarcely
have been the design of Christ in instituling a regu-
lar ministry to reduce to silence the Christian people,
or to supersede that duty of “edifying one another®
and exhorting one another, which is so often inculcated
in Scripture.  One nced not hesitate to express the
conviction that it was never intended by the Saviour
that the whole religious life of a congregation, whether
large or small, should find its sole expression through
the lips of any onc man, however gifted and pious.
Yet to this it has often come, in whole sections of the
Christian Church and for long periods, and religion
has proportionately suffered and not least through the
opposite extreme—the disallowance of a stated mit.is
try altogether—into which some good Feoplc, with
more warnith of emotion than breadth of view, have
been thereby thrown,

It is matter for thankfulness that in our day the
expression of religious truth and of Christian senti-
ment by the body of the Christian people is rather en-
couraged than rcpressed.  The ministry certainly bas
nothing to fear from it ; on the contrary, it may well
envugh measure its own success by the amount of na-
tural and truthful articulate testimony on behalf of
Christ and £lis Gospel which it can evoke from those
among whon it is exercised. But its own proper and
distinctive character, as a divine institution, will still
stand out, its functions not superseded by the voiceful
life of the Christian people, rather rendered in some
respects more necessary than ever,




